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Sharon out of negotiating team 

TELAVTV (AFPj — Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
on Friday excluded hawkish Infrastructure Minis ter Ariel 
Sharon from his team in charge of negotiations with the 
Palestinians, Israeli public radio said. It said a weekly cabi- 
net meeting approved the creation of a ministerial team to be 
headed by Mr. Netanyahu. The radio did not name the three 
ministers chosen for the team, but said that Mr. Netanyahu’s 
decision to keep Mr. Sharon out of the group was approved 
by 15 out of 17 cabinet members. The team is due to over- 
see negotiations on the Israeli army’s delayed redeployment 
from most of the West Bank town of Hebron. It is also 
charged with supervising the Israeli-Palestinian steering 
committee which deals with all other political negotiations 
between Jewish state and the Palestinian National Authority. 
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Hijacked Sudanese plane returns to Khartoum 

KHARTOUM (AP) — A Sudanese airliner hijacked 
by seven Iraqis thought to be seekine asylum returned 
to Khartoum on Friday after droppine olT paxsenecn. 
at their original destination. The Airbus 310 landed at 
Khanoum airport with mop; than ISO people aboard 
most of them Sudanese, said Mohammad AMfauan 
Taha, the airport’s director-general. Several passen- 
gers were first taken to Amman, die fliehi’s scheduled 
destinatin (see story on page 3). Mr. Taha said a com- 
mittee including the crew and local aviation authori- 
ties would investigate the hijacking further. Seven 
Iraqis hijacked the plane Monday shortly after it left 
Khartoum on the flight to Amman. The hijackers 
forced the plane to land in London, where they sur- 
rendered to police. They are believed to be seekine 
political asylum. 
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NABLUS (AFP) — The 
Israeli military gave several 
dozen Israeli settlers permis- 
sion Friday to spend the 
night in Joseph’s tomb near 
the Palestinian city of 
Nablus, military sources 
said. It was the first time that 
such authorisation has been 
given. Previously, Jews only 
had the right to pray and then 
leave what is thought to be 
the tomb of the Biblical 
Joseph. A Yeshiva. or Jewish 
religious school was opened 
near the tomb several years 
ago. The Israeli military has 
beefed up its presence 
around die building to pro- 
tect the settlers, the military 
sources added. 

-?t German, Israel 
ministers to meet 


BONN (AFP) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
is to meet with his German 
counterpart Klaus Kinkel in 
Bonn on Sept 9 to discuss 
bilateral relations and the 
Middle East peace process, 
Mr. Kinkel's office said. Mr. 
Levy’s visit will be the first 
■ by an Israeli minister since 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’sright-wing gov- 
ernment took over in May. 
Earlier Friday, the German 
‘ government said it was 
1. deeply preoccupied by the 

.T'7 Israeli government’s deci- 

sion co expand Jewish settle- 
. raents in the West Bank, and 

added that the move would 
hamper the peace process. 
Foreign ministry spokesman 
Martin Erdmann said Bonn 
supported a European Union 
declaration expressing the 
;i. jm same concern, and said he 

" hoped the decision to expand 

tiie settlements would not 
.7 compromise the Arab-Israeli 

V peace process. 

Titanic sinks again 

NEW YORK i AFP) — The 
myth of tiie Titanic remains 
intact: 84 years after it sank 
off the Newfoundland coast, 
a multimillion-dollar. high- 
tech salvage effort failed to 
bring up a piece of the 
“unsinkable” cruise ship. 
Salvagers lost control of a 
■j section of the Titanic’s hull 

near the surface of the North 
•••; Atlantic ocean early Friday, 

sinking salvage hopes this 
. .- year as the 10-tonne piece 

returned to its watery grave 
. f. about 4.000 metres below the 

surface. The hull section had 
been raised to 65 metres 
r , below the ocean's surface 

when salvagers "stopped 
because the equipment was 
bunting the nylon rope,” said 
George Tulloch, expedition 
leader for RMS Titanic 
Incorporated (see earlier 
V ^ story inside), 

Egypt seeks 
help for Ghali 
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ABUJA (AFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
on Friday sought the cooper- 
ation of Nigeria in ensuring 
the reelection of U.N. Secret 
tary-General Boutros-Ghali, 
who is an Egyptian, for 
another term. Mr. Musa, who 
arrived in the country late 
Thursday, made the appeal 
during a meeting with his 
Nigerian counterpart, Tom 
™ia source close to the 
talks told AFP. During the 
rae «ing, which lasted for 
about two hours, the Egypt- 
ian minister spoke about cor- 
dial relations that exist 
between the two countries 
and the need for African 
countries to give their sup- 
port to Dr. Ghali, the source 
said. The United States is 
currently leading a campaign 
against the reelection of the 
U-N. secretary-general, 
accusing him of not being 
able to carry out expected 
reforms in the organisation 
Coring his first term. 


Israel thwarts Palestinian mass prayer protest at Aqsa 

King urges Netanyahu to 
implement all agreements 

Kabariti assails Israel over settlements and 
Jerusalem after Ramallah talks with Arafat 



A Palestinian boy grabs bold of an Israeli soldier’s rifle as be holds hands with his 
father while walking through the Old City on their way to attend Friday prayers at 
AI Aqsa Mosque (Reuters photo) 

Occupation army bans faithful 
from entering East Jerusalem 

70 Palestinian 
buildings 
set for 
destruction 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel 
thwarted Palestinian plans 
to stage for a mass prayer 
protest at Jerusalem’s Al 
Aqsa mosque on Friday by 
ringing the city with police 
and roadblocks. .. 

Paramilitary police turned 
back worshippers at check- 
points along the border 
between Arab East 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. 

Barely 20.000 Palestini- 
ans made it to the mosque 
complex inside Jerusalem's 
walled old city, according 
to Palestinians. Israeli 
police put the number at 
8 , 000 . ■ 

LTsuaUy nearly 30,000 
Palestinians attend Friday 
prayers at Al Aqsa. 

“The presence today was 
less than normal weeks 
because of the unjust Israeli 
measures of placing road- 
blocks, and terrorising peo- 
ple, by deploying large 
numbers of soldiers.” 
Hasan Tahboub. minister of 
Islamic affairs in the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA), told Reuters. 

The government brought 
extra police into the city 
fearing clashes after Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat called on Palestini- 
ans to flock to Jerusalem 
for traditional Friday 
prayers to protest against 
Israeli policy on Jerusalem 
and Jewish settlement. The 
prayers passed off peace- 
fully. 

Mr. Tahboub and Israeli 
authorities had expected 
100,000 Palestinians to 
heed the call. Mr. Arafat 
himself attended prayers in 
the northern West Bank 
town of Nablus. 

He launched the protest 
together with a general 
strike on Thursday while 
accusing the new right- 
wing government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu of refusing to 


implement the Oslo self- 
rule accord signed by the 
previous Labour govern- 
ment. 

Israel drew Palestinian 
anger this week by demol- 
ishing Palestinian commu- 
nity. centre . in East 
Jerusalem which city offi- 
cials said was built “illegal- 
ly.” It also disclosed plans 
to expand West Bank settle- 
ments. 

Mr. Arafat was also 
angered by Mr. 
Netanyahu’s refusal so far 
to meet him and to redeploy 
Israeli troops in Hebron, 
the only West Bank town 
still under occupation. 

Soldiers placed road- 
blocks at the Gush Etzion 
Jewish settlements near 
Hebron to prevent Pales- 
tinians travelling to 
Jerusalem on Friday. 

Hebronites who skirted 
that checkpoint were held 
up at another outside Beth- 
lehem. 

“I want to go through in 
solidarity with Arafat,” said 
Mohammad Kaharan, one 
of groups of middle-aged 
and old men arguing in vain 
with soldiers in the heat 
haze of the Bethlehem 
road. 

Young men did not even 
try to cross as police rou- 
tinely turn back teenagers 
and men in their 20s since 
suicide attacks on Israelis 
began in 1994. 

Mohammed Abu 

Sneineh. 55, a clothes mer- 
chant from Hebron, said he 
had intended to observe Mr. 
Arafat's call to prayer. He 
said he and others turned 
back were not discouraged. 

“We will find our way to 
get to Jerusalem and to 
defend Jerusalem,” Mr. 
Abu Sneineh said. ”1 think 
the battle for Jerusalem has 
started. It is not only for us 
as Palestinians, but for all 

(Continued on page 7) 


THE JERUSALEM munici- 
pality plans to tear down 70 
illegally constructed Palestin- 
ian buildings in the eastern 
sector of the city in coming 
months, Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper reported Friday. 

Courts have issued orders 
to destroy the buildings, an 
unnamed high-level city offi- 
cial told the paper. 

The deputy mayor, Shmuel 
Meir of the National Reli- 
gious Party (NRP), said that 
“all die buildings that were 
illegally put up in the eastern 
or western sectors of 
Jerusalem will be destroyed.” 

The NRP is part of Israel's 
ruling right-wing coalition. 
Mr. Meir also accused the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) of financing part of 
the illegal construction and 
said dial 170,000 East 
Jerusalem Palestinians had 
12,000 building permits that 
they have not even used. 

A spokesman for the 
municipality said five build- 
ings have been tom down this 
year in East Jerusalem. 

But he rejected the number 
of other buildings earmarked 
for destruction, as given by 
the newspaper, as “baseless” 
and said die whole report was 
intended to raise tension. 
Municipality bulldozers on 
Ttiesday tore down a building 
Palestinian youths used for 
sports activities in 
Jerusalem's Old City. 

This angered Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, who 
Thursday called a four-hour 
general strike in the Palestin- 
ian territories and mass 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) -- His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
urged Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu to 
implement all accords with 
the Palestinians to over- 
come a growing crisis 
between the two sides, die 
Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said. 

The King telephoned Mr. 
Netanyahu on Thursday 
night after Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 
met Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah. 

The King “stressed the 
need to implement the 
agreements signed between 
Israel and the Palestinian 
side and to work to prevent 
a deterioration in the situa- 
tion, to confront all the dif- 
ficulties facing the peace 
process and to emerge from 
the current crisis” Petra 


said. 

The agency quoted Mr. 
Netanyahu as saying in 
reply his government" was 
committed to implementing 
the self-rule accords which 
the previous Labour gov- 
ernment signed with the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO). 

Mr. Kabariti said in 
Ramallah Israeli attempts 
to talk peace while building 
new settlements were futile. 

“We informed the presi- 
dent (Arafat) that we do not 
accept any analysis that 
calls for continuing settle- 
ment expansion and at the 
same time to say that the 
peace process is all right.” 
be said. 

Mr. Kabariti also 
denounced the continued 
Israeli closure of the Pales- 
tinian territories, which he 
said was leading to “the 


starvation of Palestinian 
people.” 

Petra quoted Mr. Kabariti 
as saying that “Jordan can- 
not accept any expansion of 
settlements and we have 
reaffirmed to the Palestin- 
ian leader that any aggres- 
sion on the holy shrines 
will be regarded as an 
aggression directed against 
us and against our feel- 
ings.” 

“We have reaffirmed to 
President Arafat that we 
want to see an end to the 
Israeli siege on the Pales- 
tinians so that the peace 
proces can resume,” added 
Mr. Kabariti. 

The prime minister told 
reporters in Ramallah that 
be carried a message to Mr. 
Arafat from King Hussein 
“reaffirming our stand by 
him and our support for the 
Palestinian National 


Authority and its efforts (o 
achieve peace and restore 
(he legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people." 

“We fully realise the 
obstacles impeding the 
peace process* and we feel 
there is urgent need for Jor- 
danian. Palestinian. pan- 
Arab and international 
efforts to remove these 
obstacles to ensure the 
resumption of the peace 
process,” added Mr. Kabar- 
iti. 

He expressed hope that 
“Jordan through its contacts 
and efforts will help find a 
final settlement to the out- 
standing problems and 
help move the efforts for- 
ward towards negotiations 
over a final settlement that 
will enable the Palestinians 
realise their national aspira- 
tions in their own state." 


MENA summit at centre of Levy’s talks in Egypt 

World Economic Forum insists Cairo 
conference should go ahead as planned 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Egypt’s threat to scrap a 
regional economic confer- 
ence set for November will 
be at the centre of talks 
Sunday between Egyptian 
leaders and Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy, offi- 
cials said Friday. 

Mr. Levy will meet Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa in the northern city of 
Alexandria amid renewed 
efforts to breathe new life 
into the deadlocked Middle 
East peace process. 

Egyptian sources said 
Mr. Musa and Mr. Levy 
would discuss the Middle 
East peace process and the 
“possibilities” of conven- 
ing a planned regional eco- 
nomic conference in Cairo. 

Mr. Mubarak has threat- 
ened to cancel the third 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
conference due to take 
place Nov. 12-14 if there is 
no progress in the peace 
process. 

Mr. Levy’s one-day visit 
to Egypt will be his first 
official foreign trip since 
he rook office following the 
right-wing election victory 
in May 29 polls. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu visit- 
ed Egypt in July for talks 
with Mr. Mubarak, but 


relations between the two 
countries have been tense 
because of his uncompro- 
mising. hardline stance on 
the peace process which 
has notably ruled out the 
principle of trading Arab 
land for peace. 

Mr. Musa meanwhile 
warned that the Arabs 
would not “offer regional 
cooperation to Israel on a 
silver planer.” 

“Israel cannot continue to 
build more settlements, 
refuse to implement the 
agreements which have 
been concluded and halt the 
peace process and still talk 
of regional cooperation," 
Mr. Musa told the Arab 
daily Asharq Al Awsat. 

Mr. Musa also told the 
Israeli daily Maariv that 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat's standing was 
“becoming weaker every 
day, something which can- 
not be helpful either to the 
Arabs or to Israel ” 

Earlier Friday Mr. 
Mubarak’s chief advisor 
Osama Al Baz said Cairo 
was still waiting from Israel 
“concrete measures to 
unblock the peace process 
notably by halting the (Jew- 
ish) settlements”. 

Dr. Baz was speaking on 
his return from Paris where 
on Wednesday he met Mr. 
Netanyahu's foreign policy 


advisor Dore Gold and U.S. 
State Department coordi- 
nator for the peace process 
Dennis Ross. 

He said the meeting 
examined ways of reviving 
the peace process, saying 
Israel's new policy of 
expanding Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied terri- 
tories was a “bigger obsta- 
cle than ever" to the peace 
process. 

The World Economic 
Forum (WEF) said on Fri- 
day that the MENA sum- 
mit should go ahead in 
Cairo in November as it 
was vital to maintain for- 
eign investor confidence in 
the region. 

The Geneva-based group, 
which oiganises the annual 
gathering of world political 
and business leaders in the 
Swiss resort of Davos, said 
that cancellation of the 
Cairo summit would be a 
catastrophe for all countries 
of the region. 

In a statement, the forum 
said summits held in 
Casablanca in 1994 and in 
.Amman last year had been 
instrumental in bringing a 
“business dimension to the 
peace and reconciliation 
process.” 

"The effect of the cuncnt 
political environment is to 
slowdown this momentum 
and enthusiasm. Should this 


trend continue it will be 
very difficult, if not impos- 
sible. to reconstitute eco- 
nomic optimism on the part 
of the international busi- 
ness community." it said. 
"The building of trust gen- 
erated to date will be jeop- 
ardised.” it added. 

Klaus Schwab, founder 
and president of the forum, 
was quoted as saying: "The 
cancellation of ihe summit 
in Cairo would certainly he 
a catastrophe for all coun- 
tries of the region.” 

Norway joined Egypt on 
Friday in criticising Israel’s 
decision to build up settle- 
ment areas in the West 
Bank and said Mr. Musa 
would visit Oslo for talks 
next week. 

Norway has a role as a 
broker in the Middle East 
peace process, since it host- 
ed secret meetings between 
Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators that led to the 
signing of the Oslo peace 
accord in 1993. 

"We are certainly con- 
cerned about the Israeli ini- 
tiative with regard to the 
settlements,” foreign min- 
istry spokesman Ingvani 
Havnen told Reuters. "We 
think this is the wrong sig- 
nal with regard to the 
resumption of the peace 
process.” 


Iraq oil-for-food deal will take time to implement — diplomats 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
U.N. “oil-for-food” resolution 
easing six years of crippling 
sanctions on Iraq could take a 
month and a half to imple- 
ment a U-N. official and 
diplomats said here Friday. 

"Such a large-scale opera- 
tion is very complex to carry 
out” the coordinator of U.N. 
humanitarian activities in Iraq, 
Gualtiero Fulcheri, said. 

Two senior diplomats said 
U.N. Sectnitv Council Reso- 
lution 986 allowing Iraq to sell 
up to $2 billion of erode every 

six months to buy food and 
medicine would not be enact- 
ed before nnd-Ociobet 


“This is quite posable,” Mr. 
Fulcheri told AFP, saying sev- 
eral steps remain to be taken 
before Iraqis could taste food 
bought with oil money. 

“First of all. the United 
Nations has to give the go- 
ahead sign for the operation to 
start and this would only be 
done after the U.N. structure 
to monitor exports and 
imports is ready ro operate,” 
the Italian said. 

Iraq would then solicit ten- 
ders from foreign suppliers of 
civilian goods, and orders 
would only proceed with the 
approval of die UJ9. Sanc- 
tions Committee overseeing 


the embargo imposed on Iraq 
when it invaded Kuwait in 
1990. 

"Then we should allow 
some time for foe goods to be 
shipped over to Iraq, convoyed 
to warehouses and finally dis- 
tributed to the population." 

The arrival in B aghdad in 
the next few days of U.N. 
monitors who will control the 
quantity and quality of the 
crude Iraq exports “will mark 
the first step in the set up of the 
monitoring structure." 

Next. U.N. observers will 
be deployed here to verify the 
nature of the goods at the entry 
points and “to make sure that 


distribution is fairly done’ 
across Iraq, he said. 

Imports will come mainly 
through Iraq’s southern port of 
Umm Qasr, on the Gulf, be 
added. 

According to the Iraqi distri- 
bution plan approved by the 
United Nations in July, the 
food bought with oil money is 
to supplement the monthly 
rations the government gives 
the population. 

“Monitoring will be carried 
out at the rations distribution 
centres," Me Fulcheri said. 

In Kurdish-held northern 
Iraq, where no such support 
structure exists, the UN. 


humanitarian programme 
must hand out the food and 
medicine in the name of the 
Iraqi government. 

The official estimated that 
more than 270 UJ4. employ- 
ees will come in to monitor 
exports, imports and distribu- 
tion. The cost of the operation 
“will be less than three per 
cent of the $2 billion” of oil 
sold every six months, or 
about $10 million a month, 
he said. 

’The Iraqi government has 
very clear ideas about the 
needs of the population and 
this should speed up the 
import process,” be a d ded. 


Announcement from 
Jordan Electricity Authority 

In accordance with the resolution of the Cabinet 
dated April 9. 1994 regarding restructuring of the 
electricity sector, Jordan Electricity Authority {JEA} 
will cease to exist and will be succeeded by the 
National Electric Power Company (NEPCO) as from 
September 1, 1996. 

NEPCO is a public share holding company, wholly 
owned by the Government of Jordan and will be the 
legal successor of JEA. Therefore it will shoulder all 
JEA commitments, rights and obligations towards 
others. 

NEPCO address, telex, telephone & fax numbers 
shall remain as those of JEA. 

Director General of JEA 
Dipl. Ing M. S. Arafah 
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Rafsanjani vows 
to make Baghdad 
pay war damages 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani vowed on Friday 
to make Iraq pay war repara- 
tions for the 19S0-S8 conflict 
between the two countries. 

• “Iraq as the aggressor in 
the war owes us and we will 
eventually make it pay in 
compensation," the president 
said in a speech before week- 
ly prayers at Tehran Univer- 
sity. 

“International organisa- 
tions have ruled in our favor 
and declared us the innocent 
in the .war," he added. 

Iran says the war inflicted 
SI trillion in damages on the 
country and has demanded 
$100 billion under U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
598 which ended the conflict 
on Aug. 20, 1988. 

Full-scale war began on 
SepL 22, 19S0, more than 
one year after the Shiite 
Muslim revolution in Tehran, 
and ended eight years later in 
virtual stalemate. 

The Iranian ambassador to 
the United Nations on Thurs- 
day formally denied U.S. 
accusations that his country 
was helping Iraq evade sanc- 
tions by smuggling oil 
through Iranian waters. 

An Iranian mission 
spokesman said U.N. sanc- 
tions Committee Chairman 
Tono Eitel on Thursday 
informed Ambassador 
Kama! Karrazi verbally of 
the U.S. accusations which 
were detailed to the commit- 
tee by two U.S. State Depart- 
ment experts on Wednesday. 

The ambassador denied the 
U.S. accusations of Iranian 
government complicity in the 
illegal export of Iraqi fuel, in 
violation of six-year old 


international sanctions 
imposed since the 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, the 
spokesman said. 

He added that the Iranian 
envoy specifically denied 
involvement by the revolu- 
tionary guards, who accord- 
ing to U.S. officials were 
organising the sanctioos- 
busting and charging “pro- 
tection fees.** 

According to the Ameri- 
cans, Tehran has been allow- 
ing small boats into its terri- 
torial waters to evade the 
multinational force monitor- 
ing the sanctions. 

Iranian officials are report- 
edly providing the ships with 
false papers purporting to 
show that Gasoil, a refined 
oil product, was loaded in 
Iran when the ships never 
actually visited the country. 

The U.S. delegation on 
Wednesday provided photo- 
graphic and documentary 
evidence aimed at backing 
up the claims. 

The Sanctions Committee 
has asked for a written report 
before deciding on any 
action. 

But western diplomats said 
Thursday that the amounts 
concerned, totalling a maxi- 
mum of 20,000 tonnes per 
month since February, were 
not very large. 

One diplomat commented 
that the American charges 
were “not very serious,” and 
that in an election period, 
Iraq was a convenient “whip- 
ping boy” for Washington. 

The Sanctions Committee 
is likely to agree on a letter 
warning Iran to abide by its 
obligations under the sanc- 
tions regime, western diplo- 
mats said. 


Tlirkey moves to lift state 
of emergency in southeast 


-~f 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey’s parliament has 
approved a series of laws 
effectively aimed at lifting a 
nine-year state of emergency 
imposed on several Kurdish- 
majority southeastern 
provinces. 

The laws, which were 
drawn up by Prime Minister 
Necmedin Erbakan’s lslamic- 
led coalition government and 
approved by parliament late 
Thursday, are aimed at 
preparing local authorities for 
a possible lift of the state of 
emergency. 

These laws affect 10 
provinces in southeastern 
Turkey, where fighting 
between Turkish troops and 
the separatist Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) led to the setting 
up of an state of emergency in 


19S7. Earlier this year the 
Turkish premier pledged in 
his government programme 
to gradually lift the state of 
emergency. 

The new Jaws give local 
police chiefs more scope to 
apply “anti-terrorist” mea- 
sures in their region and they 
can even call for cross-border 
military operations. 

They also authorise police 
and military forces to open 
fire “directly and without hes- 
itation” on those who 
“anerapt to resist with arras” 
during anti-terrorist sweeps. 

Mr. Erbakan’s government 
has not said in which 
provinces the emergency laws 
will be lifted, but foe Turkish 
press has said foe move will 
affect those regions not bor- 
dering Iraq and Iran. 



DEFYING SIEGE: A Palestinian baby is lifted over a cement and barbed wire wall to a relative Friday as Pales- 
tinians cross the ‘green line’ border as they leave the West iBank and enter Jerusalem in order to attend Friday 
prayers at A1 Aqsa mosque away from the eyes of the Israeli army which had imposed a ban on all Palestinians 
from entering Jerusalem on the day (Reuters photo) 


Amman meeting to focus on securing 
engineering industrial base for Jordan 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — One of the key avenues for Jordan to build its 
economic base and achieve self-reliance is by developing a 
manufacturing industry through a systematic approach that 
takes into consideration the typical features of the Kingdom 
and based on foe experience of other countries. This is expect- 
ed to be the key theme for a conference to be held at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan SepL 2-5 bringing together businessmen, 
officials and foreign experts. 

Professor Bhinder, one of foe otganisers on behalf of foe 
Royal Scientific Society; said the focus of the conference 
would be the engineering industry. 

Jordan, like any other emerging country, should concentrate 
on "widespread industrialisation in order to increase employ- 
ment opportunities for their peoples and thus raise their living 
standards,” said Prof. Bhinder, who spent 25 years teaching 
engineering research at a British university. 

“For emerging nations industrialisation with particular 
iis on engineering manufac 


guidance from industrial nations. However, helping the 
emerging nations should be seen not simply as a charitable act 
but as a vital step towards eradicating global depression 
which has been plaguing foe world for some time.” 
Expected to attend foe Amman meeting are senior officials 
from the ministries of planning, industry and trade, higher 
education and finance as well as foreign experts who will 
present foe experiences of the countries like Malaysia, Tai- 
wan, Indonesia etc. in building their engineering manufactur- 
ing industries. Papers presented at the conference will tackle 
issues such the development of human resources, the requ ire- 
ments of infrastructure and foe overall economic environ- 
ment in terms of the climate for investment 
Jordan is well-placed to develop an engineering industry, 
but it needs a carefully-charted approach rakes into account 
what is presently available in foe Kingdom and how it could 
raise itself to being conducive to industrialisation in terms of 
infrastructure and other factors, said Prof. Bhinder, a British 
national of Indian origin. 

fe“But it is not a difficult process as long as there is, determi- 


jjmjjtiasis on engineering manufacturing industries is ameces- to “But it is not a difficult process as long as there is, determi- 

antf ribta hjxuf^sffi afF d*f foe edn* part'bfcthe demion-nrakelsr WcH*ro£' Bhinder* 

>ference,^hich is of this conference is to invite speak- 

Chamber of Industry, the Jordan Exports Development Cor- ers from (Far Eastern) countries in order to. pip vide a forum 


poration and the Industrial Development Bank. 

“Since Jordan has no known reserves of oil within its 
boundaries, developing engineering manufacturing industries 
is a dire necessity," it said. 

‘It must be emphasised that industrialisation cannot happen 
by itself,” it said. “Emerging nations need practical help and 


for well-focused discussions of issues facing the emerging 
nations,” said the circular on the conference. 

According to Prof. Bhinder, foe offers that Jordan received 
during last October’s Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
summit need to be given “meaning” and this week's confer- 
ence is a “step” towards that goal. 
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by itself,” it said. “Emerging nations need practical help and ence is a “step” towards that goal. 

Farrakhan says he is a revolutionary without a gun 

TRIPOLI (R) — Contra- He gave a news confer- book — and I held the international terro 

versial U.S. Nation of ence on Thursday evening, Koran." since December 1979, 


TRIPOLI (R) — Contro- 
versial U.S. Nation of 
Islam leader Louis Far- 
rakhan, in Libya to receive 
an award worth $250,000, 
described himself here on 
Thursday as a revolution- 
ary, but disavowed the use 
of violence. 

Mr. Farrakhan was due to 
accept in a ceremony on 
Friday evening the Muara- 
mar Qadhafi Human Rights 
Award that Libya is pre- 
senting this year to the 
African-American people. 


He gave a news confer- 
ence on Thursday evening, 
excerpts of which were 
later shown on Libyan tele- 
vision. 

Describing a meeting ear- 
lier with Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi, Mr. 
Farrakhan said: “I told 

brother Qadhafi that I, too, 
am a revolutionary, but I 
will not make a revolution 
with the gun. I told him that 
I will produce in America a 
change of heart and a 
change of mind with this 


book — and I held the 
Koran." 

The U.S. Treasury 
Department on Wednesday 
denied Mr. Farrakhan's 
application to receive either 
the $250,000 honorarium 
that goes with the award or 
the $1 billion that Colonel 
Qadhafi had pledged to the 
Nation of Islam after meet- 
ing Mr. Farrakhan last Jan- 
uary. 

The treasury said Libya 
had been on Washington's 
list of states that sponsor 


international terrorism 
since December 1979, and 
noted Libya had refused to 
cum over two Libyan sus- 
pects in the 1988 bombing 
of Pan Am Flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland- Thar 
refusal led to the imposition 
of U.N. sanctions on 
Libya. 

Mr. Farrakhan organised 
last October's Million Man 
March in the United States 
that brought thousands of 
black Americans to Wash- 
ington for a peaceful rally. 


Yemen, S. Arabia si 
cooperation accord 



SANAA (AFP)—- Yemen 
and Saudi Arabia have 
signed an economic coop- 
eration accord aimed at 
increasing joint trade and 
investment, officials said 
Friday. 

The agreement was ham- 
mered out in talks here late 
Thursday between Yemeni 
officials and a Saudi dele- 
gation led by Defence Min- 
ister Prince Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz. 

The agreement between 
Yemen, one of the world's 
poorest countries, and 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest oil producer, is the 
latest step towards a nor- 
malisation of ties disrupted 
after Riyadh accused Sanaa 
of supporting the 1990 

Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

After the invasion Saudi 
Arabia immediately sus- 
pended its financial aid to 
Yemen and expelled around 
850,000 Yemeni workers. 

Officials said talks car- 
ried on late into the night 
over sticking points on cus- 
toms tarrifs and the classifi- 
cation of industrial prod- 
ucts. 

Prince Sultan also met 
with Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh late Thurs- 
day for the third time since 
his arrival on Wednesday, 
officials said. 

Speaking to journalists 
after the meeting with 
Prince Sultan. Mr. Saleh 
said his visit to Yemen 
"would have a positive 
impact on relations 
between the two countries." 
Officials said the two men 


discussed the meeting -of. 
the high joint conuft^l 
chaired by Prince 
and Yemeni Piirlianent 
Speaker Sheikh Abdullah 
Al Ahraar. and ways- to. 
breath new life into joint: 
working groups. . 

The high committee com; 
prises five working groups' 
set up to monitor an agree- 
ment in principle signed 
between the countries in. 
February 1995 in the 
City of Mecca. - ' 

Under the agreement. 
Yemen abandoned its claim 
ro the border provinces of 
Najran, Assir and Jizane 
which came under Riyadh’s 
authority in 1934 following 
a war. 

The working groups were 
set up to demarcate the long 
border and tackle security 
and other issues. 

In June last year,' the 
Yemeni president made his 
first visit to Saudi Arabia 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait 

Yemen is counting on 
Saudi Arabia to ease eco- 
nomic difficulties which 
worsened during its 1994 
north-south civil war. 

Prince Sultan, who last 
visited Yemen in 1988, was 
accompanied on his trip to 
Yemen by Interior Minister. 
Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz an^y 
Foreign Minister Saud AI 
Faisal. 

The Saudi defence minis- 
ter on Friday left Sanaa for 
the southwestern Yemeni 
town of Taez, and was due 
to return to Saudi Arabia 
later the same day. 


37% Egyptians support 
ban on female circumcision 


CAIRO (AFP) — Thirty- 
seven per cent of Egyptians 
support the Healfo^inistry’s 
‘•dedsioD-to ^ban-tfemale-' Cir- 
cumcisions” in public hospi- 
tals while 32 per cent oppose 
it, according to a poll pub- 
lished here Thursday by a 
government newspaper. 

Thiity-one per cent of those 
polled by foe newspaper Al 
Gombouriya said they had no 
opinon on foe decision, 
announced in mid-July by 
Health Minister Ismail Sal- 
lam. 

The daily polled 800 people 
from nine provinces, includ- 
ing urban areas such as Cairo 
and impoverished rural 
regions such as Assuit in the 
south, after a 14-year-old girl 
died earlier this month during 
a circumcision. 

The clitoris and sometimes 
foe labia are removed in foe 
procedure, a common prac- 
tice in Africa 

Amina Abu Ala bled pro- 
fusely and died minutes after 
a doctor operated on her in 
their home at her father's 


request 

Her death triggered a wave 
of condemnations qf foj wer- 
-iation, 'with- foe Egyffeai 
Human Rights Organisation 
branding .jt “an ugly crime” 
and urging the authorities to 
ban female genital mutilation. 

The doctor. Rabih Ibrahim 
Mahgub, was arrested follow- 
ing the girl’s death and 
accused of negligence after he 
admitted be had given her 
tranquiliser rather than a 
anesthetic. The human-rights 
group has estimated that near- 
ly 3,600 giris. both Muslims 
and Coptic Christians, under- 
go circumcisions each day in 
Egypt According to the 
Health Ministry, the practice 
dates back thousands of years 
in Egypt and daughters of 98 
per cent of rural families and 
70 per cent of urban families 
undeigo the operation. 

Fifty-nine per cent of those 
polled said they had subjected 
their daughters to a circumci- 
sion while 32 per cent said 
they had not and nine per rent 
did not respond. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Cartoon — Moomin 

15:25 Pumpkin Patch 

15:50 — Drama — Blue Heelers 
16 JO ....Cbmedy — Big Baxter Jafce 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 — Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 la Vie Devant Moi 

17:30 Pyromide 

18:00 Serie — Police Des 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 




Polices 

19:00 Jre Journal 

19:15 _..Faut Pas Rever 

19J0 ... .News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — The Tortelsoos 
20:00 .The Album Show 


20:45 .Drama — Miami Vice 

21:30 Prism 

22:00 News in English 


22:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 
23:15 .Feature Him “Big Bus" 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:44 _ Fajr 

06:05. — (Sunrise) Duha 

12:36 — Dhuhr 

16:13 ‘Asv 

19:07 Maghreb 

20:28 


Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771 33 1. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh,Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anminication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 661656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of foe Annunciation 
Tel: 623541 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Relative hot weather conditions 
will prevail wih temperatures 
above average by 2-3 degrees 
centigrade and winds northwest- 
erly to northsoutheriy moderate, 
in Aqaba, it will be hot winds 
northerly moderate to active and 
seas calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 

Amman 21/34 

Aqaba 27/39 

Deserts _.....2Q/38 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc YVaEdAJ Masri 
Dc Khalil Abdo 

Dr. Yousef Rashid 

Dc Jum'a Abu Dhiab - 

liras pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy ... 
Al Asema pharmacy.. 
Nairookh pharmacy .. 
Al Salam pharmacy .. 

Yacoob pharmacy 

Shmefcani pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 

ERBID: 

DnGhaaTh'amoeh — 
Al Quds pharmacy 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halasefa ... . 
Khalifeh pharmacy ... 


Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints S97467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 


— 675485 
.....732920 
.....896301 
— .758848 
....661912 
,...778336 
...637055 
—623672 
-.636730 
....644945 

....637660 

....847632 


Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis — 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 


777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafiefa 

775111/26 

Army, Marka 89 1 611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights • 
20 JO .Aqaba (RW) 


--250080 
• (-) 


...982799 

—985417 


Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority - _..680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Jordan Valley .... 25/39 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 38 Humidiiy 
readings: Amman 30 per cent 
Aqaba 27 per cent. 


Food Control Centre -...6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 

661111 

Cm! Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civfl Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 191 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police -,..843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

-630321 

Hotel Complaints —605800 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khaikti Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 


Zarqa 

- (.09)983323 

National Hospital 
-((wiorwifio 

Ibn Sina Hospital —.(09)986732 
AI Hikam Modern Hospital 
fTWWQOQOri 

JORBID: 

Princess 

Bosnia Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

. fO?.)?.7??75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
..._ (03)314111 


Akileh Maternity, J. Amn. 

- .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

.642362 

MaJhas, J. Amman ..636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .669)31 

University Hospital — 845845 
Al-Muasher HospitaL6672Z?/9 
The Islamic, Abdali <566126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164ft 

Italian, Al-Muhqreen 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:00 -Dubai —.(add) (RJ* 

07:30 - - -Dubai (add) (RJ) 

08:00 -.Damascus (RJ) 

10:20 .Beirut (RJ) 

10-J0 .New Delhi (RJ l 

l(h30 Karachi Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo (RD 

13:40 -Sarajevo. Sophia (add) (RJ) 

15:10 — -Istanbul (RJ) 

15:45 New York, Amsterdam RJ) 

17:10 — -Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

19:00 — - Cairo (RJ) 

19:15 London. Berlin (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna CRJ) 

23130 Madrid (add ) (RJ) 

02:50 - Madrid (RJ) 

05:10 Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

05:30 -..Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00. .Rome (AZ) 

13:40 — Muscat Doha iGF) 

14:00. — Riyadh (SV) 

15:00. Vienna (OS) 

19:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 

20-.50 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

21:10. Beirut (ME) 

21:15 — — London (BA) 

22:00 - Sanaa (IY) 

22L35 .Lamaca (CY ) 

23:55 — -London (KJ) 

03:00 Kuwait ( KL) 

03:00 ..Rome (AZ) 

03 JO - An (alia (TK) 

06:30 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Rqyal Wings (RW) Flights 
09£0 Aqaba (QAIA — proceeds 
to Marka airport at l(k0Q a.nu 


(RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 Beirut (RJ) 

0^:45 Istanbul (RT) 

HsOO Madrid (add) (RJ) 

12:00 Vienna (RJ) 

12:00 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

12 JO Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12^0 Amsedarn, Chisago (RJ) 

*3:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

*3: JO Pans fly, 

13 =15 -Brussefc^msteri»n<RJ) 

14: *5 London (RJ) 

15:10 Cairo (RJ) 

ijk*? Lamaca (RJ) 

21:10 —Doha, Kual Lumpur (add) (RIl 

21:20 - Jeddah (RJ) 

21 - .Bahrain (RJ) 

22:00 Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

22:20 ■ A bu Dhabi. Duha (RJ) 

00:15 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

00:30 - Al ‘Ain (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

JJ-J 0 -Athens (DA) 

Rome (AZ) 

- Beirut (ME) 

Jf 23 ® AhiDhati BshaniQ 1 ) 

-Riyadh (sv> 

15 s ®® Vienna (OS) 

r?;:5 * Kuwait (KL) 

£5 Cairo (MS) 

r s “ , ' ir ' 

; -Lamaca r CY) 

t™ -***■ Damascus (AF) 

rVY: -Amsterdam (KL) 

Rome (AZ) 

22 Amalia (TK) 

°M0 London (KJ) 

V72S .Tel Aviv (LY) 


HUAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


Dep. A mm an 8:00 am every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5:00 pm every 
Monday : - 1 ' 

Dep. Damscus 7:30 am eray. 
Sunday 

Am Amman 5K)0 p m 
Sunday 


MARKET PRTnRg 

UpperAower price in fils per fig. 


APPte .700/500 

Banana. .60W§®f 

Banana (mukhammar) -520/520] 

Banana (imported)-... 

Carrot ^ 

Cauliflower. 40Q/250| 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) j 

Eggplant j 

Fig 


Garlic 


Grapes..- 

Lemon 

Marrow (large)...... 

Marrow (small) 

Mulukhiah 

Onion (dry) 

Okra 


Pea. 

Peach 


Pe Pper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet), 

Potato ‘ 

Siring Bean. 

Sweet melon ...-.-.17 

Tomato ~ ~ 

Water melon 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor, accompanied by Mayor of Amman Mamdouh Abbadi and 
Senator Leila Sharaf, inspects the final stages of construction of City Hall as delin- 
eated on a master plan (Petra photo I 

Queen tours construction of 
City Hall, home renovations 


A 


> •'Uppurt 
eircumci: 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Over the 
past two years, the Munici- 
pality of Amman has 
embarked upon a master 
plan to revitalise the old 
city centre, whose nucleus 
is “Sahat A1 Muhajireen'' in 
Ras A1 ’Em. 

The development plan of 
the sahat, which is in the 
shape of a crescent measur- 
ing around 40 dunums, 
includes the building of a 
City Hall, a mosque, a con- 
vention centre, a national 
museum and library as well 
as a public park and gar- 
dens. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor. 
accompanied by the Mayor 
of Amman, Mamdouh 


Abbadi, Thursday toured 
the City Hall, which is in 
the final stages of construc- 
tion, and reviewed its 
progress as delineated on 
the master plan. 

Queen Noor also inspect- 
ed A1 Zahra’ school, con- 
sidered the capital's oldest 
educational institution. 

The second site she 
toured is one of Amman’s 
oldest houses and once the 
home of HRH Prince Nayef 
Ben Abdullah Ben A1 Hus- 
sein: it is located above the 
Roman Amphitheatre, over- 
looking Raghadan Palace 
and the Hashemite Court. 

According to Dr. Abbadi, 
the municipality has repos- 


sessed and restored several 
of Amman’s historic build- 
ings in accordance with 
“Queen Noor’s directives to 
preserve sites that have 
played a key role in the 
legacy of the city and its 
development." a Royal 
Court statement said. 

Dr. Abbadi added that the 
Queen had “promised the 
transformation of these 
national monuments into 
tourist and cultural land- 
marks." 

Senator Leila Sharaf 
accompanied Queen Noor 
on her visit. 


Ministry clears one wheat 

second 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Supply has cleared one 
consignment of Indian 
wheal and expects to 
inspect a second one amid 
charges that the shipment is 
infected, sources said 
Thursday. 

They said the ministry 
bad moved around 20,000 
tonnes of Indian wheat 
from a ship docked at 
Aqaba to silos where the 
shipment was fumigated as 
part of a treatment which is 
routinely given to all grain 
shipments. 

The second shipment, of 
around the same quantity, is 
slated to be examined early 
this week, according to the 
source. 

While both shipments 
originated in India, two dif- 
ferent suppliers and con- 
tractors are involved. The 
first . consignment was 
bought at SI 9 1.50 per 
tonne while the second cost 
$200 per tonne. 

The international price of 
wheat is around $210 per 
tonne. 

“The second consignment 
will also be cleared as soon 
as the quality of the wheat 


;l r TH 
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is established and a mecha- 
nism is set for its fumiga- 
tion," a source was quoted 
as saying. 

According to the source, 
the fumigation could be 
implemented within the 
ship or in the silos. But in 
the first case, the ship will 
have to remain in port for 
an additional three days, 
meaning that extra charges 
will have to be paid for as 
stipulated in the contract 

The sources rejected 
charges that the second 
consignment arranged by a 
Swiss-based company 
through a local Jordanian 
agent, was sent to Jordan 
after the governments of 
Yemen and Mozambique 
rejected iL "The shipment 
came directly to Aqaba 
from an Indian port” said 
the source. “All documents 
related to the shipment 
indicate clearly that from 
the very beginning its orig-' 
inal destination was given 
as Aqaba according to the 
source. 

Other sources said the 
shipment was made in a 
few days after the order was 
finalised and confirmed, 
and the price offered was 
relatively low because the 
consignment was ready for 


v /(..»■• vjfij-otfi i- • 

loading when its original 
buyer opted to cancel the 
order for unknown reasons. 

“As such, it was easy for 
the seller to load the ship- 
ment immediately and 
expedite the order and thus 
also avoid losses because of 
the cancellation of the 
order,” said another source. 

There was no immediate 
explanation as to why the 
charge was raised that the 
shipment was infected and 
that it was rejected by 
Yemen and Mozambique. 

India, which sold more 
than 300,000 tonnes of 
wheat to Jordan in 1991, 
recently started exporting 
wheat to Jordan after a 
three-year hiatus prompted 
by a shortage of the com- 
modity in India and then 
fears linked to a plague 
there. 

According to Ministry of 
Supply sources, the specifi- 
cations of Indian wheat 
match those laid down by 
the Jordanian authorities 
and the ministry might con- 
sider establishing long-term 
arrangements with Indian 
suppliers provided the qual- 
ity and specifications 
would be maintained 
throughout 
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^LECTURE 

* M The Anthropology of Suffering” by 
Professor John. Davis at the World 
Afifianrs Council, Jabal Amman (Tel. 

tasfei/zj. . 

SCIENCE WEEK ■; 

^Fourth animal science week at the 
Royal Cultural Centre in Amman at 


FOLKLORE DANCES 

^Folklore dances by the Circassian 
FoSkloric Troupe at the Royal CoRoral 
Centre at 8:00 p.m.- • 

V EXHIBITIONS 

*^brks at Batoul Al Fakflri at Baladna 
A lt- - Gallery, Gardens Street (TdL 
687898), until Sept. 11. .. 

. . . VJ ..■■■. ‘ . ’ ‘ ■ ' b v ' 

*^]>Btract (plastic) art by Hnssmn • 


Da’seh and . Nader Samarah on 
Jernsafem at the Or&t i Ait Gallery, 
Umm Utheina (Teh 826932), until Aug. 

31. I •• 1 ■ . • 

* Works by artist Abeer Ahu Joodih at 
Alia Art GaMery, Jabal : Amman, untfi 
SepL 5;-..:. 

^Abstract (plrfe) art by tins Hian 
entitled “ReJationship Between Man 
and Nature” at the Housing Bank con> 
plex gaBeryj until 31. A >• 

♦“Suanmer ‘96 r ’ exhibition at DaratAl 

. F unrnn . jabal Wejbfidli lB^l Odfc-B 


POETRY KECIT4L 

^Recital of pofenis by. Iraqi poet 

MobammKl Al Dhabbah (un women’s 
liberation and ; education) «t Abdpl 
Hameed .pBffi 'fofhtion,; Jabal 
Amman at 6^0 pd». v - , ?•' 


Tourist 
venues to 
come 
under 
scrutiny - 
ministry 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities today launch- 
es a large-scale inspec- 
tion campaign covering 
various tourist facilities 
including hotels, restau- 
rants and rest houses, 
according to a ministry 
source. 

A team of experienced 
ministry officials will 
lead inspection visits to 
tourist facilities in Jordan 
to ensure adherence to 
official price rates, the 
source added. 

The ministry resolved 
to take action, the source 
said, based on increasing 
numbers of complaints 
that some establishments 
were hiking prices, delib- 
erately ignoring 

approved rates. 

The ministry wiU adopt 
strict measures to halt 
distortion of bed and 
board prices at hotels and 
rest houses as weU as that 
of meal prices at tourist 
restaurants, the source 
confirmed. 


Ministry offers to aid job seekers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Labour has 
issued an appeal that unem- 
ployed Jordanians register 
with the ministry’s employ- 
ment offices in the various 
goveraorates so that they 
may be aided in their job 
search. 

Director of the ministry’s 
employment office Bahjat 
Qteishat was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Friday as saying the 
employment offices have 
secured employment for 
5,260 Jordanians this year 
up through July from a total 
of 8,159 job applicants. 

In the same period the 
employment offices also 
issued work permits to' 
14,285 job-seeking immi- 


grants mainly in bakeries, 
restaurants, and the clean- 
ing and agricultural fields, 
Mr. Qteishat said . 

In 1995 the Ministry of 
Labour issued a total of 
94,333 work permits to for- 
eign immigrants, the major- 
ity of whom were Egyptian 
and accounted for 853 per 
cent of the total foreign 
workers in the country, and 
were mainly employed in 
the agricultural and service 
sectors, according to Mr. 
Qteishat. 

Mr. Qteishat stated that 
his office is strictly abiding 
by last month’s decisions 
passed by a ministerial 
committee which prohibit 
the employment of non-Jor- 
danians in 15 areas and also 


restrict foreign labourers* 
employment to that 
unwanted by Jordanians. 

These occupations fall 
into the following cate- 
gories: medical, engineer- 
ing, accountancy, clerical, 
telephone exchange, ware- 
houses, hairdressing, decor, 
educational, gas stations, 
electric, auto mechanical, 
driving, night watchmen, 
salesmen and office mes- 
sengers 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Hafez Shakhanbeh said ear- 
lier this month that guest 
workers now estimated at 
300,000, up from 250.000 
in 1995. should strictly fol- 
low these regulations and 
must acquire work permits 
prior to their arrival in the 


country and subsequently 
report their place of resi- 
dence upon the start ol their 
work. 

The minister was also 
quoted as saying that many 
of die foreigners living in 
the country have been 
caught without the neces- 
sary work permits and that 
at least 30,000 of them are 
unemployed bur stay on in 
direct violation of these 
regulations. 

Minister of Interior Avvad 
Khleilat said that strict 
measures will be taken 
against those found to vio- 
late these laws including 
possible expulsion, forfeit- 
ing any right to re-entry. 


Telecommunication conference 
to discuss inter- Arab cooperation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Post and Communications 
Jamal Saraireh Sunday will 
inaugurate the international 
“Arab States Telecommuni- 
cation Finance Colloquium" 
which is scheduled to take 
place at the Forte Grand 
Hotel. 

The three-day forum was 
organised by the Geneva- 
based International Tele- 
communication Union 
(ITU) and will be hosted by 
tile Jordan’s Telecommuni- 
cation Corporation (TCQ. 


According to a statement 
sent to the Jordan Times Fri- 
day, the participants will 
review several reports cov- 
ering the following topics: 
•The current investment cli- 
mate, 

•New investment opportuni- 
ties for financing telecom- 
munication projects in Arab 
countries, 

■The present situation of 
development in the telecom- 
munication sector and its 
reorganisation in various 
Arab countries, 

•Partnership between 
telecommunication depart- 
ments and the private sector. 


•The exchange of 
international, regional and 
national expertise among 
participating countries in 
the field of communication, 
•The financing of multilat- 
eral regional and technical 
corporate projects. 

A financial draff policy 
scheduled to be presented to 
the regional conference will 
also be discussed during the 
forum. 

It is dedicated to the pro- 
motion of telecommunica- 
tion in the Arab region. 

The forum will also be 
attended by officials of the 
ITU. 



Jamal Saraireh 


Jordanians report on hijacking ordeal, 
describe hijackers as ‘tense, scared?'* 


By Rana Husseinl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amneh Awad 
Ham dan was sitting near 
the left wing of Sudan Air- 
ways on her way from 
Khartoum to Amman, 
thinking of the doctorate 
discussion which led to her 
degree in Sudan, and of her 
family who was anxiously 
awaiting her return, when 
her reverie was abruptly 
interrupted by the scream 
of a cabin attendant. 

Dr. Ham dan looked back 
and saw a man holding the 
woman at knife-point. 

The man announced that 
the plane was hijacked. 

This was the beginning of 
the terrifying voyage of 
Flight 150 which was com- 
mandeered late Monday, 
Aug. 25, minutes after 
take-off. 

Dr. Ham dan was one of 
the 186 passengers and 13 
crew members on board the 
Airbus A-310 who endured 
the 22-hour drama seized 
by the constant fear of 
being blown up. 

“I was really frightened 
and felt that my heart was 
going to stop beating at any 
moment,” Dr. Ham dan 

said. 

The security personnel on 
board the jetliner struggled 
with the hijacker, said Dr. 
Ham dan and soon after 
another man declared that 
he had explosives and 
would decimate the plane if 
security officers did not 


release his accomplice. 

“We were pleading with 
security to leave the hijack- 
ers alone after they threat- 
ened to explode the plane,” 
she told the Jordan Tiroes 
Thursday shortly after 
arriving at Queen Alia 
International Airport. 

Mahmoud Rifai, a free- 
lance journalist, was also a 
passenger aboard die flight 
and said that although the 
hijacker assured the pas- 
sengers that no harm would 
befall them and that the 
sole purpose of the hijack- 
ing was to seek political 
asylum, they were acting in 
an agitated manner. 

“The hijacker was claim- 
ing that he was holding 
explosives, looked tense, 
scared and ready to blow 
up the plane, but assured us 
that he would not do any- 
thing as long as we stayed 
calm” said Mr. Rifai, one 
of the 15 Jordanians who 
returned to the Kingdom 
Thursday. 

The plane stopped in Lar- 
naca Airport for refuelling 
before taking off to London 
where the hijackers were 
intending to seek political 
asylum. 

The hijackers had origi- 
nally wanted to land at 
Heathrow Airport, but the 
flight was diverted to 
Stansted, 45 kilometres 
northeast of the capital, 
where more than 500 secu- 
rity units including bomb 
disposal factions, armed 
agents and negotiating 



Three of the 15 Jordanian returnees attend a welcoming reception upon their arrival 
at Queen Alia International Airport. The 15 were trapped in u 22-hour ordeal aboard 
a hijacked Sudanese aircraft (Photo by Rana Husseini) 


teams were deployed to 
face the crisis. 

Mr. Rifai, who inter- 
viewed the hijackers during 
the flight, stated they were 
not hostile and chat “it was 
only a humanitarian cause" 
[for them], adding that, 
“their group leader, called 
Mohammad, told me that 
they had escaped from Iraq 
with their families seven 
months back, and that they 
harboured no intentions of 
hurting anyone, that simply 
they were fleeing the 
regime of Iraqi President 


Saddam Hussein." 

The tragedy of the 
hijacked plane ended 
peacefully at Stansted air- 
port in London Tuesday at 
noon, when the hijackers 
gave themselves up follow- 
ing a nine-hour stand-off. 

Security at Stansted air- 
port only found dummy 
explosives and knives on 
board the airplane. 

British newspapers 

Wednesday reported that 
the seven hijackers were 
under police investigation 
and that their families, who 


accompanied them on 
board, were being held in 
accordance with British 
immigration laws. 

Earfier repons suggested 
that the hijackers and their 
families held diplomatic 
passports which entitled 
them to board the plane 
without official inspection 

But Iraqi officials 
Wednesday denied these 
reports and any link 
between the Iraqi embassy 
in Khartoum and the 
hijacking operation. 


RJ ready to privatise 


AMMAN (Petra) — Vice 
President of Administrative 
and Procurement Affairs 
for Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Zuheir Dahman Thursday 
said the government's plans 
to privatise the airline will 
help the national carrier rid 
itself of time-consuming 
bureaucracy. 

In a lecture delivered at 
the RJ Cultural Centre, Mr. 
Dahman quoted a statistic 
of 70-85 per cent of the air- 
line’s passengers as being 
non-Jordanians. 

He asserted that although 
RJ is making profits, it still 
struggles with debt settle- 
ments and debt servicing 
quoting a JD 100 million 


loss as the result of closure 
of the Baghdad and Kuwait 
routes in 1990. following 
the Gulf War. 

Mr Dahman calculated 
RJ assets as exceeding JD 
482 million, adding that its 
worldwide work force com- 
prises 5,500 people, includ- 
ing technical and adminis- 
trative staff. 

Referring to a report pre- 
pared by a special commit- 
tee in charge of ex aminin g 
the airline's situation in 
preparation for its impend- 
ing privatisation. Dr. Dah- 
man said the report has 
concluded that RJ's struc- 
ture is solid and boasts a 
firm foundation. 


Engineering conference to open soon 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology 
(JUST) near Ramtha will 
organise the Jordanian 
Chemical Engineering 
Conference on Sept. 2 
under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

The conference is 
expected to be attended 
by experts from the pri- 
vate and public sectors, 
according to an 
announcement issued Fri- 
day by Tayseer Khedawj, 
dean of the university's 
engineering department 


Among the expected 
participants will be chem- 
ical engineers and other 
specialists employed in 
the chemical, teaching, 
research and development 
fields, said Dr. Khedawi. 

He added that the 
reports to be presented to 
the conference, which is 
to span three-days, are 
expected to cover a range 
of subjects among them: 
chemical engineering 
technology, water and 
environment engineering, 
bio-technology, electro- 
chemical engineering, 
chemical fertilisers. 


petrochemicals, fuel and 
energy' as well as the 
chemical industry in gen- 
eral. 

Dr. Khedawi said that 
preparatory committees 
have already embarked on 
the final preparations for 
the conference which is 
the second such event to 
be organised by JUST. 

He said simultaneous to 
the conference, the uni- 
versity' will organise an 
exhibition displaying 
samples of various Jor- 
danian chemical industri- 
al products. 
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Clinton embarks on 
bid for second term 


Jordan Times, Saturday, August 31, 1996 


P‘ 


CHICAGO (R) — President 
Bill Clinton embarked 
Friday on a quest to become 
the first Democrat to win a 
second term since Franklin 
Roosevelt 60 years ago, but 
party leaders worried his 
ehances edit Id be hurt by a 
sex scandal that forced his 
chief campaign strategist to 
resign. 

As he took command of 
the Democratic convention 
Thursday night to deliver 
his nomination acceptance 
speech, a smiling, happy 
Clinton sbowed no public 
sign of worry about the res- 
ignation of political guru 
Dick Morris after a tabloid 
newspaper alleged he had a 
year-long relationship with 
a $200-an-hour hooker. 

The president delivered a 
66-minute speech that 
seemed to have a proposal 
every paragraph, from tax 
credits to 'lifting up “the 
poor and end their isolation, 
their exile.” 

The speech signalled the 
start of a 68-day campaign 
against Republican rival 
Bob Dole and independent 
Ross Perot that'Mr. Clinton 
promised would be a battle 
of ideas not invective. 

Accompanied by first lady 
Hillary Clinton, Vice-Presi- 
dent A1 Gore and his wife 
Tipper, the president was 
expected to leave Chicago 
Friday for Missouri where 
he will start a two-day bus 
tour of four key states. 





President Bill Clinton and his daughter Chelsea are 
showered by confetti at the Democratic National 
Convention after Mr. Clinton's speech accepting nomi- 
nation for a second term. Mr. Clinton pledged to lead 
America boldly into the 21st century (Renter photo) 

Mr. Gore and Mr. Clinton yawning delegate to stop 


did a simiiiar trip after the 
1992 convention and it 
proved a public relations 
success. 

Reaction to Mr. Clinton's 
speech was mixed. Some 
delegates appeared bored, 
disappointed there were no 
soaring phrases. One Iowa 
man even cautioned a 



Dick Morris, President Bill Clinton's top campaign 
aide, arrives at home in Redding, Connecticut. Mr. 
Morris resigned Thursday after a tabloid newspaper 
reported that he bad a relationship with a prostitute 
(Reuter photo) 


yawning delegate to stop 
because “the television 
cameras will catch you.” 

But the mass of 20.000 
delegates cramming Chica- 
go’s United Centre were too 
fired up to complain. 

They cheered and shouted 
“four more years' almost 
every chance they had, and 
they appeared in a jubilant 
mood as they left the con- 
vention centre. 

But many wondered what 
the effects of the Morris 
scandal would be on the 
campaign and Republican 
plans to make Mr. Clinton's 
character a major issue of 
the election battle. . 

Republicans, delighting in j 
the scandal, talked Thurs- * 
day.iof'a beii^g' judged ’• 

by the company be keeps. 

Mr. Morris is credited 
with reviving the Clinton 
presidency after it nose- 
dived in the 1994 congres- 
sional elections. Voters 
turned on the president and 
gave Republicans control of 
both houses of Congress for 
the first time in 40 years. 

Mr. Morris devised a strat- 
egy in which Mr. Clinton 
moved to the centre and co- 
opted many Republican 
plans, while at the same 
time painting his opponents 
as mean-spirited extremists. 

Mr. Morris arrived at the 
Democratic National Con- 
vention as king of the Hill 
and left in disgrace after the 
Star tabloid magazine, 
picked up by the New York 
Post, reported he told the 
call girl Clinton administra- 
tion secrets during their 


affair and even let her listen 
to him while he talked to the 
president. 

Sen. Dole told ABC News 
be thought the Morris scan- 
dal would affect the cam- 
paign. 

“The problem is it raises 
the integrity issue." said one 
White House aide worried 
that although Mr. Clinton 
could hardly be blamed for 
someone else’s pecadillos, 
it would remind people he 
has had a host of “chaiac- 
ter , ‘ problems of his own in 
the past. 

Mr. Clinton issued a stare- 
mem expressing regret at 
the departure of Mr. Morris, 
whom he described as his 
friend and a superb political 
strategist. Beyond that. Mr. 
Clinton bandied the crisis 
by ignoring it — and his 
speech contained a passage 
suggesting others ought to 
be decent enough to do so as 
well. 

He said it would be fair 
game in this campaign to 
compare records with Sen. 
Dole, his running mate Jack 
Kemp and third-party chal- 
lenger Ross Perot but 
added: 

"I will not attack them 
personally or permit others 
to do it in this party if 1 can 
prevent it ... This must be a 
campaign of ideas, not a 
campaign of insults. The 
American people deserve 
it." 

Former New York Gover- 
nor Mario Cuomo praised 
Mr. Clinton’s address, say- 
ing, “I have never seen him 
better in delivering a 
speech. He was completely 
in control. He was flaw- 
less." 

Senator Edward Kennedy 
declared that Mr. Clinton 
had "taken up .the fallen 
Standard” of his late brother. 
President John F. Kennedy. 

The Democratic National 
Convention ended late 
Thursday with a traditional 
deluge of confetti and red- 
white-and-blue balloons, 
after President Clinton and 
Vice-President Gore accept- 
ed their nomination for a 
second term in office. 

More than 4.200 delegates 
and guests waving “Clin- 
ton-Gore 96" banners and 
U.S. flags, fired up by Mr. 
Clinton's acceptance speech 
in which he promised to 
“build a bridge to the 21st 
century." chanted “four 
more years.” 

Mr. Gore thanked the del- 
egates, his family and the 
city of Chicago, which in 
1968 hosted a much differ- 
ent Democratic convention 
marred by anti-Vietnam 
War demonstrations and 
violence. 


Dole urges Clinton not to back Bosnia elections 


SAN LUIS OBISPO. Cali- 
fornia (Agencies) — Re- 
publican presidential nomi- 
nee Bob Dole has urged 
President Bill Clinton to 
postpone the presidential 
| and parliamentary elections 
I in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
next month, calling them a 
sham. 

“I believe that putting 
American prestige behind 
such a process only serves 
to undermine our leader- 
ship and makes a mockery 
of our commitment to 
democratic principles, 
while making it more diffi- 
cult for U.S. troops in 
Bosnia to accomplish their 
goals," Sen. Dole wrote 
Mr. Clinton in a letter 
released by his campaign. 

The upcoming election in 
Bosnia is scheduled for 
Sept. 14. Sen. Dole cired 
“widespread intimidation 
of opposition leaders" as 
one reason the U.S. gov- 
ernment should nor be 
backing the elections. 

He said other problems 
included refugees not being 
able to return to their 
homes. 

“These elections are a 
sham in the making. They 
should be postponed until 
conditions exist that will 
ensure that the voting will 
be free and fair,” the Dole 
letter said. 

Also Thursday, Sen. Dole 
promised that, if elected, 
his administration would 
usher in a return to rhe tax- 


cutiing era of the Reagan 
administration. 

“The Reagan tax cuts 
were like a super-charger 
for the economy." Sen. 
Dole told a crowd of sever- 
al thousand at a Spanish- 
style old mission building 
here. 

Sen. Dole has been cam- 
paigning on a plank to cut 
taxes 15 percent. 

The mention of former 
President Ronald Reagan 
brought a round of cheers 
from the California audi- 
ence. “We believe you can 
spend your own money 
more wisely than any gov- 
ernment ever will. We can 
balance the budget and cut 
taxes. It can be done." Sen. 
Dole said. 

Asked about the surprise 
resignation of Mr. Clinton's 
high-level strategist Dick 
Morris. Sen. Dole, speak- 
ing in Santa Barbara, said: 
“Morris has been trying to 
make President Clinton a 
Republican, now maybe 
he'll revert to the liberal 
democrat that he (Clinton) 
really is.” 

Sen. Dole later told 
ABC’s Barbara Walters the 
resignation could ‘ change 
the direction of the cam- 
paign,” noting that liberals 
had not been too happy 
with Mr. Morris's assess- 
ment that Mr. Clinton had 
to move to the centre to win 
the election. 

The Morris resignation 
followed a published report 


that Moms had spent time 
with a prostitute whom he 
allowed to listen in when 
Mr. Morris spoke on the 
telephone with rhe presi- 
dent. 

When speaking privately 
to a campaign worker 
about Mr. Morris, appar- 
ently not realising a radio 
microphone nearby was 
live. Sen. Dole said: “It 
says something about who 
you surround yourself with, 
doesn't it?” 

But publicly. Dole aides 
went to considerable efforts 
to not be seen taking 
advantage of the Morris 
story, which is sure to refo- 
cus attention on Mr. 
Clinton's character. 

“He (Dole) takes the long 
view of this sort of stuff 
and I think it’s fair to say he 
feels some degree of sym- 
pathy for someone to be 
thrust into the national 
spotlight with this sort of 
scandal,” said Sen. Dole's 
Press Secretary Nelson 
Warfield. 

Sen. Dole chided Presi- 
dent Clinton for stealing 
his ideas, as outlined in his 
acceptance speech at the 
Democratic National Con- 
vention in Chicago. 

“I’m afraid to leave my 
speeches lying around. I'm 
afraid he'll grab them and 
go out and give them,” Sen. 
Dole told the crowd of 
boisterous republican faith- 
fuls in this town 256 kilo- 
metres northwest of Los 


Angeles. 

“Everything I’m for. he’s 
for.” the 73-year-old candi- 
date said, repeating a long- 
standing criticism by 
Republicans. 

Among other measures 
outlined in bis hour-long 
speech in Chicago. Mr. 
Clinton promised tax 
breaks for property owners 
and for parents with chil- 
dren in university, a more 
moderate version of Sen. 
Dole's recent proposal for a 
capital gains tax break. 

Mr. Clinton also 
promised to develop a cost- 
effective national missiles 
defence system, shadowing 
a Republican plan, and 
vowed to pursue a clamp- 
down on teenage smoking, 
apparently in response to 
Republican criticism that 
teenage drug addiction has 
increased during his watch. 

Sen. Dole dug into Mr. 
Clinton here by blaming 
his administration for 
silently tolerating drug use 
and said a return to the 
“just say no” philosophy of 
former Republican 
President Reagan was 
needed. 

Casting the Nov. 5 elec- 
tion as one of competing 
philosophies, Sen. Dole 
said: “The key is very, very 
simple. They trust the gov- 
ernment and we trust you ... 
We trust the people of the 
United States of America." 
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President Clinton (right) and Vice-President Al Gore wave to the crowds at the 
Democratic National Convention Thursday after Mr. Clinton's speech accepting 
nomination for a second term. Mr. Clinton pledged to lead America boldly into the 
21st century (Reuter photo) 

Taipei says it would welcome 
visit by China policymaker 


•TAIPEI TR ) — Taiwan said 
Friday it would be happy to 
see a visit to Taipei by 
Wang Zhaoguo. the chief 
Taiwan affairs policymaker 
under China’s ruling state 
council, but noted that cer- 
tain procedures must be fol- 
lowed. 

“We would be pleased to 
see this come about." said 
spokesman Kao Koong- 
Lian of Taiwan's Mainland 
Affairs Council, a policy- 
making cabinet agency. 
“But he must apply accord- 
ing to our rules." 

“We feel problems facing 
the both sides of the (Tai- 
wan) Strait should be han- 
dled with mutual respect." 
Mr. Kao told a news confer- 
ence. 

In Beijing, a delegation of 
Taiwan business leaders 
invited Mr. Wang to visit 
Taipei in a private capacity 
and said that be accepted, 
but a Beijing official 
promptly denied that Mr. 
Wang had agreed to make 
the trip. 

Mr. Kao cautioned that 
the approval procedure for a 
visit by Mr. Wang would 
depend on what kind of sta- 
tus he would like to have, 
saying approvals for lec- 
tures or other non-official 
visits were different from 


those for political negotia- 
tions.^ . 

If Mr. Wang hoped to 
come for negotiations. Mr. 
Kao said, Taiwan would 
prefer that talks begun in 
the early 1990s but stalled 
in mid- 1995 be restarted 
first. 

Talks between quasi-offi- 
cial representatives of Chi- 
na’s Communist govern- 
ment and Taiwan’s rival 
Nationalist government 
ground to a halt in June 
1995 amid Beijing's fury- 
over a private U.S. visit by 
Taiwan's President Lee 
Teng-Hui. 

“The most urgent thing at 
the moment is to resume 
Koo-Wang talks because 
that was where we 
stopped," Mr. Kao said, 
referring to contacts bet- 
ween Taipei’s top negotiator 
Koo Chen-Fu and his Bei- 
jing counterpart Wang Dao- 
han. 

The 80- member Taiwan 
business delegation, led by 
tycoon Kao Ching-Yuan. 
arrived in Beijing Tuesday. 
Taiwan economic officials 
have joined the delegation 
in a private capacity. 

Chinese Communist Party 
chief and President Jiang 
Zemin met members of the 
delegation Thursday and 


tried to reassure the visitors, 
saying Beijing would not 
allow political differences 
to stand in the way of trade 
and investment. 

The Taiwan council's Kao 
said Mr. Jiang's ideas were 
“very practical 

On Wednesday, Mr. Kao 
Ching-Yuan urged Beijing 
to resume talks with Tai- 
wan. saying the island's in- 
vestors "would lose confi- 
dence in China if political 
friction impeded ties. 

Beijing has viewed Tai- 
wan as a rebel province 
since the Nationalist gov- 
ernment lost a civil war to 
the Communists and fled to 
the island in 1949. Beijing 
insists Taiwan is not entitled 
to official links with other 
states. 

Chma has stepped up 
pressure on the island to lift 
a decades-old ban on direct 
trade and transport links 
with Taiwan. 

On Aug. 20. Beijing uni- 
laterally announced a set of 
regulations to pave the way 
for direct shipping links. 

Taiwan has banned direct 
trade, transport and mail 
links since 1949. Indirect 
trade and investment has 
been allowed since the late 
1980s. usually through 
Hong Kong. 


Renegade leaders report dissension 
in Cambodia ’s Khmer Rouge ranks 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — Cambodian lead- 
ers are expected to meet renegade Khmer 
Rouge leader leng Saiy as early as next 
week, amid growing signs of dissension in 
Pol Pot’s rebel movement, senior military 
officials said Friday. 

Reports from renegade leaders indicate 
more soldiers and their families may join a 
breakaway faction, led by former Khmer 
Rouge number two leng Sary. which has 
already signed a ceasefire pact with Phnom 
Penh. 

A report in Friday's Bangkok Post news- 
paper cited an officer in the hardline faction 
led by shadowy rebel leader Pol Pot 
describing a rebellion by some 200 guerril- 
las demanding a relaxation of stringent reg- 
ulations. 

The Khmer Rouge officer said 200 sol- 
diers, led by major-general Saruen, a 
nephew of Pol Pot. initiated the rebellion 
Wednesday in a camp near the rebel strong- 
hold at Anlong Veng, Siem Reap province, 
the report said. 

Ministry of Defence spokesman Colonel 
Chum Sambath said Friday that recent mil- 
itary intelligence reports backed up news of 
the rebellion near Anlong Veng. 

“According to information of the Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces at the front line, 
most of the Khmer Rouge soldiers do not 
want to fight any more,” he said indicating 


dissension that could further destabilise the 
already faltering movement. 

Deputy Chief of Staff Nhek Bun Chhay 
said leng Sary. who announced the creation 
of a new political party Wednesday, would 
meet with Co-Ministers of Defence Tea 
Banh and Tea Chararath and then Co-Prime 
Ministers Prince Norodom Ranariddh and 
Hun Sen. 

“They will meer in government-held terri- 
tory, Nhek Bun Chhay said, declining to 
reveal further details as to location and tim- 
ing. 

There has been an ongoing debate in 
Phnom Penh over how to deal with Mr. leng 
Sary, who was a deputy premier and foreign 
minister in the Khmer Rouge regime held 
responsible for the deaths of one to two mil- 
lion Cambodians between 1975 and 1979 

Nhek Bun Chhay also said Khmer Rouge 
hardliners Ta Mok and Son Sen were 
trapped with about 500 men in an area 
south of Pailin. a renegade base in north- 
west Cambodia near the Thai border. 

He said: It s possible they may try to 
move north." to rejoin other' hardliners at 
Anlong Veng. But it would be a difficult 
two-month walk through territory now con- 
trolled by either the government or the 
rebellious faction, he noted. 


India’s ‘s.uper cop 5 ^ , 
gets bail in 
bottom-slapping 
case 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Aa 
Indian court has given bail 
to the country's most 
famous police chief after 
he was sentenced to three 
months' hard labour for 
slapping a woman's bot- 
tom. newspapers said Fri- 
day. District and sessions 
Judge Amar Dun Thursday 
suspended the jail sentence 
handed to Kanwar Pal 
Singh Gill on charges of 
“outraging the modesty" of^ 
a woman bureaucrat eight* 
years ago. The original 
sentence, given by a lower 
court on Aug. 7 after Chief 
Gill was found guilty of 
slapping Rupan Deo Ba- 
jaj's bottom at a party, 
stunned many but left fem- 
inist groups elated. Judge 
Dutt, based in the northern 
city of Chandigarh, said the 
prison term would be sus- 
pended until he heard Chief 
Gill's appeal. He ordered 
Chief Gill, now retired, to 
appear before the court 
Chief Gill won accolades 
for crushing a bloody Sikh 
separatist drive in the state 
of Punjab and is popularly 
known as “super cop." Ms. 

Bajaj filed a police com- 
plaint after failing to secure 
an apology from Chief 
Gill, who publicly dis- 
missed the episode in July ... 
1988 as “trivial." j 

U.S. nude dancers | 

vote on joining a 
union 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 

Nude dancers at a San 
Francisco club voted 
Thursday on whether to 
become the only “exotic 
dancers" in the nation to 
belong to a union. Ninety- 
seven employees of the 
Lusty Lady Club in San 
Francisco's North Beach 
district were eligible to 
take part in the national 
labour relations board dec- 
don on union represeota- • 
tion. union officials said. If 
a majority votes to join 
local 790 of the Service 
Employees International 
Union in a secret ballot 
being held Thursday and 
Friday, the club's nude 
dancers would be the only 
ones in the United States to* . 
belong to a union. Strippers*'* 
at a San Diego club set up 
an open union shop several 
years ago. but it is no 
longer unionised, union of- 
ficials said. “The workers 
approached us. We had dis- 
cussions with them. They 
formed their own commit- 
tee. We supported them by 
filing a petition with the 
labour board,” Jim Phil- 
liou. organising director 
with local 790, told Reu- 
ters. He said club manage- 
ment opposed the union 
drive. Managers could not 
be reached for comment on 
Thursday. 

Bag-toting 
monkeys terrorise 
farmers 

TOKYO (Rj — Gangs of 
bag- toting wild monkeys 
with a taste for apples have 
become a scourge of farm- 
ers in Tokyo’s western sub- 
urbs. city officials said 
Friday. “Troops of mon- 
keys somehow picked up J t 
this habit of feeding on** l 
apples after one of them 
raided an orchard full of 
young trees last year.” said 
Hiroaki Okawa of the 
Hachioji Argicultural Pro- 
motion Department. “Some 
monkeys were seen last 
month carrying apples 
away in plastic shopping 
bags," Mr. Okawa told 
Reuters. Tokyo's western 
hills are home to an esti- 
mated 100 wild Japanese 
monkeys who have always 
raided farms for potatoes 
and carrots, but had not 
been known to go after ap- 
ples, he said. The only ef- 
fective way to scare off the 
marauding monkeys from 
their gourmet apple feasts 
has been to explode fire- 
works and play tapes of the 
sound of gun shots. “Many 
hunters won’t shoot mon- 
keys because they have this wj-V 
superstitious fear of killing > v 
them, ’ Mr. Okawa said. 
Japan's animistic Shinto 
religion regards monkeys 
as sacred messengers of the 
gods. Fanners in the area 
have asked authorities .to 
help end the apple feasts: 
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Wreckage of a Vnukovo Airlines Tupolev 154 airliner lies in the snow on the Arctic island of Spitzbergen. The air- 
liner, carrying Russian coal miners, crashed in bad weather some 10 kilometres from the island’s only airfield of 
Longyearbyen. All 141 passengers and crew were killed in the disaster (Renter photo) 

Arctic weather hampers Russian plane recovery 
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LONGYEAR, Norway (R) — Fog and low cloud prevent- 
ed rescue workers Friday from starting the grim task of 
pulling bodies from a wrecked Russian airliner that crashed 
into a snow-capped mountain in the Arctic. 

The plane, carrying coalminers from Moscow to the 
remote Arctic island of Spitzbergen, crashed as it came in 
^ to land Thursday. All those on board, 129 passengers and 12 
crew, were killed. Most were from Ukraine. 

Norwegian rescue workers and investigators met in 
Longyear, the island’s main town, to discuss the difficult 
work ahead. The wreckage is on a mountain some seven 
kilometres east of Longyear. 

Officials said continued low cloud and fog had prevented 
helicopters starting recovery operations. The weather fore- 
cast predicted rain, fog and snow for the day. 

Investigators do not yet know whether the plane flew ofF 
course or whether it simply came in too low. Visibility was 
poor and the weather was bad when the plane hit the moun- 
tain just after 10 a.m. (0800 GMT) Thursday. 

Norwegian officials are hoping to recover the plane’s 
flight data recorders from the crash site. 

“We are trying to establish what happened as soon as pos- 
sible," said Elisabeth Aarsaether, spokeswoman for the 
island’s governor. 

The Tupolev TU-154 was bringing miners and members 
of their families to work in a Russian open-cast mine. 
-Spmihftrgen is-governed by Norway but Russia has rights of 
arcessnjnder an international treaty' -from the 1920s. 

Th»* accident isttinned the. tiny Russian and Norwegian 
raining communities. Fewer than 3,000 people live on 
Spitzbergen. which has one of the world’s harshest climates 
and lies some 500 miles (800 kilometres) off the northern 
tip of Norway. 

“It is hard to lose people with whom one has worked." 
Russian Consul Vladimir Nosyov told Norwegian 
Television. 

*» Rescue teams had to abandon efforts to recover bodies 
V and examine the wreckage less than six hours after 
Thursday's crash, because of thick fog and freezing winds. 


Norwegian officials said there was also a risk of 
avalanches and possible danger from polar bears which 
roam Spitzbergen freely. Last year, bears killed two people 
on the island and few people venture out unarmed beyond 
the main settlements. 

Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland said the worst air 
disaster in Norway’s history was “a great tragedy." 

There are no roads leading to the snowbound crash site. 

Photographs released by the Norwegian authorities 
showed a smashed fuselage and pieces of the airliner's tail 
section which had slid down the mountainside after the 
three-engine plane crashed and broke up. 

In one photograph, a body could be seen in the fore- 
ground, partly covered by wreckage. Once recovered, the 
bodies will be flown to the northern Norwegian city of 
Tromsoe. 

Air traffic control lost contact with the flight shortly 
before it was scheduled to land. The pilot had not reported 
any problems during his approach. 

Western aviation experts have raised questions about the 
safety of Russian airline operations following the breakup 
of the Soviet Union in 1991. But the pilot was experienced 
and the plane had been in service for only eight years. 

Yevgeny Buzny, an official of the Russian mining com- 
pany which chartered the plane, said there were seven chil- 
dren and 40 women on the plane. 

The miners were on their way to start workin the Russian 
towns of Barentsburgand Pyraraiden — relieving more 
than 100 colleagues and their families who were already 
waiting at Longyear Airport to fly home on the same plane. 

Many of the Russians waiting to leave spent the night in 
Longyear’s church and the local priest organised a sombre 
breakfast for them Friday. 

Stig Kristiansen, a shopowner in Longyear, said some of 
those waiting to leave had come into his shop just before 
Thursday's accident. 

“They were smiling," he told Norwegian Television. 
‘Then, half an hour later, they were crushed.” 
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Philippine government chief negotiator Manuel Yan (right), Indonesian President Sutarto (?nd 
(2nd left) chief of More National Liberation Front (MNLF) and Indonesian foreign Minuter Ah Abtas hold 
after the^hiSnean accord Friday to end a 24 year bloody conflict in the southern Phihppines which has cost 
more than 125,000 lives. The peace agreement will be formally signed by Philippine President Fidel Ramos and 
Misuari in Manila Monday (Reuter photo) 

1 Philippine negotiators initial peace accord 
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JAKARTA (R) — Philip- 
pine peace negotiators ini- 
tialled an historic agreement 
Friday to end a bloody 
Muslim-Christian confron- 
tation In the south of the 
country dating back cen- 
turies. 

Government chief nego- 
tiator Manuel Yan and Nur 
Misuari, Chairman of the 
Muslim Moro National Li- 
beration Front (MNLF), ini- 
tialled fte accord witnessed 
by Indonesian President Su- 
harto at Jakarta's Freedom 
Palace. 

The peace agreement will 
be formally signed by 
Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos - and Mr. Misuari in 
Manila Monday. 

The accord is aimed spe- 
cificaily at ending a 24-year 
Muslim separatist revolt 
which has cost at least 
125,000 lives. 

Some five million Mus- 
lims regard the southern 
island of Mindanao as their 
ancestral homeland, al- 
though - they are now out- 


numbered three-to-one by 
Christian migrants. Ten- 
sions between the two reli- 
gious groups go back four 
centuries to the arrival of 
the first Christians in the 
area. 

Extremists on both sides 
have condemned the peace 
accord, but Mr. Misuari 
stressing that it was for all 
the people — said he would 
work to persuade opponents 
to accept it. 

The agreement will estab- 
lish an interim Southern 
Philippines Council for 
Peace and Development 
(SPCPD), to be followed in 
three years by a plebiscite 
leading to autonomous rule 
in the 14-province region. 

Mr. Misuari acknowl- 
edeed at a Friday news con- 
ference he faced a ‘big 
problem* in getting his 
suerrilla followers — which 
he has said numbered well 
over 30,000 — out of the 

bush. f 

••I know it is a matter oi 

explaining to them the wis- 


dom of supporting and asso- 
ciating ourselves with this 
peace process," he said. Se- 
veral thousand will be inte- 
grated into the Philippine 
Armed Forces and the 
police. 

He also said he looked 
forward to welcoming home 
some 500,000 refugees 
from Sabah in East Ma- 
laysia. 

'‘This is a moment of great 
significance, not only to the 
government and people of 
the Philippines, but also to 
the whole region and the 
international community." 
Indonesia’s Suharto said at 
the initialling ceremony. 

Indonesian Foreign Mi- 
nister AJi Alatas and Mo- 
hammad Mohsin, assistant 
secretary-general of the Or- 
ganisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC), also ini- 
tialled the agreement. 

It followed a final two- 
day round of intensive and 
sometimes heated negotia- 
tions in Jakarta to settle last- 
minute differences and ag- 


ree on the peace text Final 
agreement was reached late 
Thursday night at a Central 
Jakarta Hotel. 

Since substantive peace 
talks started in 1993, Indo- 
nesia has chaired a six-na- 
tion ministerial committee 
of the OIC to facilitate ne- 
gotiations and mediate bet- 
ween the parties. The OIC 
will continue its involve- 
ment in the interim peace 
process in Mindanao. 

Mr. Alatas said the Jakarta 
ceremony brought to a suc- 
cessful close “two decades 
of an arduous quest for 
peace.” 

The peace process dated 
back to an agreement signed 
under the auspices of the 
OIC in Tripoli in 1976, but 
which languished until it 
was revived in 1993. 

“It is an agreement that 
represents a just, compre- 
hensive and durable politi- 
cal settlement to the conflict 
in the southern Phib'p- 
pines,” he added. 


Lebed takes peace 
plan to Chechenya 


MOSCOW (R) — Alexan- 
■ der Lebed, the Kremlin se- 
curity chief, flew to Che- 
chenya Friday for new talks 
with separatist leaders with 
an outline of a framework 
document on how to define 
its future status, Interfax 
News Agency said. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said that before his depar- 
ture Gen. Lebed, whom 
President Boris Yeltsin has 
given sweeping but unclear 
powers to settle the Che- 
chen conflict, had spoken 
by telephone to the Kremlin 
chief, who is on holiday 
outside Moscow. 

The presidential press ser- 
vice could not confirm that 
the conversation took place 
and had no information 
about the activity of Mr. 
Yeltsin Friday. 

Interfax quoted Gen. Le- 
bed’s press secretary as say- 
ing he aimed at reaching 
“sweeping agreements” at 
the current stage of talks but 
adding that the rebels might 
need some time to consider 
Moscow’s proposals. 

The spokesman gave no 
details of the draft plan but 
said it dealt with political 
aspects of the conflict — 
the most sensitive issue in 
the 2 0-month -old war. 

Interfax said Gen. Lebed’s 
trip would last one day and 
he would fly first to the cap- 
ital of the neighbouring 
region of Dagestan and then 
move to the separatist re- 
gion by helicopter. 

Gen. Lebed, 46, broke off 


10 killed, 
30 missing 
in Malaysia 
landslide 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
A mudslide set off by 
floods swept away an en- 
tire aborigine village in 
Northern Malaysia, Jailing 
at least 10 people and leav- 
ing 30 missing, Bemama 
news agency reported 
Friday. 

“Mud and water came 
crashing down so fast and 
washed away all the hous- 
es downstream,” said one 
survivor. 

The agency quoted sur- 
vivors as saying they heard 
a sound like a loud explo- 
sion before mud and water 
crashed down on the Pos 
Dipang aborigine settle- 
ment at Karapar town in 
Northern Perak state 
Thursday evening. 

Police said 21 aborigine 
homes and another house 
belonging to an ethnic 
Chinese family were found 
along the banks of a river 
near the settlement, Ber- 
nama reported. 

The landslide was appar- 
ently caused by floods, po- 
lice said. 

Heavy rain has fallen 
over peninsula Malaysia in 
the past few weeks. 

Police said the dead had 
lived in houses built on a 
hill slope which were 
washed into the river. 

The Aborigine Affairs 
Department said it was 
uncertain of the exact num- 
ber of casualties. But a 
spokesman quoted by Ber- 
nania said more than 30 
people were missing. 

“We’re not sure if 
they've all been washed 
away," said the spokes- 
man. 

A rescue team drawn 
from police, fire fighters 
and civil defence staff was 
“racing against time” sear- 
ching for survivors, Bema- 
ma said 

The bodies of three chil- 
dren, five women and two 
men were recovered Fri- 
day. All were found down- 
stream from Pos Dipang 
after being apparently 
swept away by the torrent 
of raud. 

Quoting a police spokes- 
man from Kampar, Bema- 
ma said nine people were 
injured and were being 
treated in hospital. 

Initial reports from the 
national news agency had 
said up to 50 people may 
have been killed. 


talks on a political settle- 
ment last weekend with 
rebel Chief-of-Staff Aslan 
Maskhadov, saying he had 
to return to Moscow to iron 
out legal questions and co- 
ver his back against un- 
named opponents within the 
Russian establishment. 

Since his return, he has 
been unable to get a meet- 
ing with Mr. Yeltsin, who 
took off on holiday Monday 
near Moscow. 

Kremlin spokesmen say 
Mr. Yeltsin, 65, who asked 
for written details of Gen. 
Lebed's proposals Tuesday, 
is keeping in touch with his 
envoy without needing to 
speak to him. They deny 
rumours that the president 
is ill but say he needs to 
rest 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin held a meet- 
ing with Gen. Lebed and 
top officials including the 
defence, interior and justice 
ministers and the head of 
the FSB security service. 

In an apparent setback, 
Interfax quoted a spokes- 
man for Mr. Chernomyrdin 
as saying Thursday: 
“Alexander Lebed's plan of 
action.-.In Chechenya needs 
a lot of work." 

Gen. Lebed arranged an 
ambitious ceasefire last 
week shortly after Mr. Yel- 
tsin made him his personal 
envoy to Chechenya. 

“The war has been 
stopped. Now we have to 
create the conditions so that 
it does not resume," Gen. 


Lebed said Thursday. 

The truce Gen. Lebed bro- 
kered has held so far, put- 
ting an end to a spate of 
fierce fighting which began 
on Aug. 6 when rebel fight- 
ers seized much of the capi- 
tal, Grozny. 

Both sides have pulled 
forces out of some areas and 
Russian and rebel fighters 
are jointly patrolling' parts 
of Grozny. 

TASS said president of 
the self-styled Republic of 
Ichkeria Zelimkhan Yandar- 
biyev might take part in 
Friday's talks. 

Interfax said Mr. Yondar- 
biyev had Thursday met 
Tim Guldimann. the Swiss 
diplomat who heads the 
Chechenya mission of the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. 

Few details of Gen. Le- 
bed’s proposed settlement 
have emerged. It must find 
a compromise between the 
referendum the separatists 
want, which they think 
would back outright seces- 
sion, and Moscow's refusal 
to countenance full inde- 
pendence. 

Both sides indicate they 
might agree on a vote in 
some years’ time, once the 
north Caucasus has recov- 
ered from the war. 

Gen. Lebed failed to win 
the green light for his Che- 
chenya peace plan Thursday 
at a ministerial meeting. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin's spokesman 
Viktor Konnov said the 


draft plan “needs serious 
improvement," Interfax 
reported. 

Mr. Konnov also said that 
Mr. Chernomyrdin was “ex- 
tremely worried" by what 
he said were ceasefire viola- 
tions by the Chechen rebels, 
in particular their forming 
of local administrations and 
alleged attacks on members 
of the Russian-installed 
local authorities. 

The daily Moskovsky 
Komsomoleis said Mr. Yel- 
tsin had also received a re- 
port from Moscow-installed 
Chechen leader Doku Zav- 
gayev. who has accused 
Gen. Lebed of commining a 
“crime against the state" by 
negotiating with the rebels. 

The rebels have been 
fighting for independence 
since December 1994. in a 
war that has cost more than 
40,000 lives, mostly civil- 
ians. 

Later Friday, Interfax 
quoted Mr. Chernomyrdin 
as saying Friday that Presi- 
dent Yeltsin had backed 
Gen. Lebed's peace plan for 
chechenya. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said he 
had had a lengthy telephone 
conversation on Thursday 
with Mr. Yeltsin. “Lebed is 
now in Chechenya solving 
some problems,*' Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin said. “The main 
thing is his programme. It 
was agreed with Boris Ni- 
kolayevich (Yeltsin) yester- 
day.” 


Belgian police search home, abroad 
for victims; suspeefs wife admits role 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Bel- 
gian police have flown to 
tiie Czech Republic in the 
hope of finding two teenage 
giiis alive a year' after they 
were abducted by the chief 
suspect in a child sex ring, 
the Le Soir daily reported 
Thursday. 

Meanwhile police re- 
sumed their search of a 
house owned by the sus- 
pect, Marc Dutroux, four 
days after he reportedly told 
them five children could be 
buried there, including the 
two missing girls. 

In another development, 
the paper said his common- 
law wife Michele Martin 
had told police she was 
responsible for feeding two 
of his young victims who 
were left to starve to death 
after being abducted and 
abused. 

Ms. Martin had earlier 
claimed to have had noth- 
ing to do with the abduction 
of eight-year-olds Julie Le- 
jeune and Melissa Russo, 
whose emaciated corpses 
were found at Sars-La- 
Buissiere at one of several 
homes owned by Dutroux. 

Le Soir said the six offi- 
cers went to the Czech Re- 
public, and in particular to 
sex clubs in Bohemia, to 
look into Dutroux ’s report- 
ed activities there. 

The paedophile network 
in Belgium, of which I - is 
alleged to have been a key 
member, was reported to 
have connections in Ger- 
many and the Czech Re- 
public. 


The dig at the house in 
Jumet, a working-class 
quarter of the southern city 
of Charleroi, was suspend- 
ed late Thursday amid hea- 
vy rain. No bodies have 
been found so far. 

At least six girls fell into 
the hands of the network. 
Two of them, Julie and 
Melissa, were abducted in 
June last year and died of 
hunger around March 1996. 

Another two were found 
alive in August at another 
Dutroux house, while the 
final two are An Marchal 
and Eefje Lambreks, 17 and 
19 respectively who disap- 
peared in August last year. 

It is An and Eefje whom 
police believe may be in the 
Czech Republic, if they are 
not already dead. 

In the light of Mr. Dut- 
roux ’s statements to police, 
investigators have gathered 
dossiers on 12 children re- 
ported missing in Belgium 
over the past 10 years in 
case they may also have 
fallen prey to the child sex 
ring. 

According to Le Soir, Ms. 
Martin’s involvement was 
exposed by FBI scientists 
who were called in to assist 
Belgian police. 

Le Soir said Ms. Martin 
had admitted that she was 
charged with feeding Julie 
and 'Melissa by Dutroux, 
who has previous convic- 
tions for abducting, impris- 
oning and raping children. 

He had earlier claimed to 
have ordered an accom- 
plice, Bernard Weinstein, to 


feed the gifls wjjije be wra 
in prison J&r vpfft from 
December to March. 

Mr. Dutroux, 4fy»who hq$ 
already been charged with 
six counts of kidnapping, 
has reportedly confessed to 
murdering Weinstein, 
whose body was found next 
to those of the two girls two 
weeks ago. 

According to Le Soir. Ms. 
Martin said Mr. Dutroux 
had told her Weinstein had 
buried the girls in the gar- 
den of the Jumet house. Le 
Soir said Mr. Dutroux had 
confirmed most of her ver- 
sion. 

Meanwhile, a senior po- 
lice detective is due to be 
formally charged in connec- 
tion with the scandal. 

Georges Zicot, a chief po- 
lice detective in the south- 
ern city of Charleroi, was 
arrested Sunday. He faces 
charges of car theft, insur- 
ance fraud and forgery. 

Three other people also 
face charges in connection 
with the car theft ring un- 
covered by police investi- 
gating the paedophile sex 
gang. 

Mr. Dutroux has been 
linked to organised vehicle 
theft and police are investi- 
gating the child sex and 
theft ring together. 

At the same time the 
Belgian cabinet in its first 
meeting since the summer 
break is to adopt tougher 
rules on the early release 
from prison of convicted 
sex offenders. 


Recovery expedition brings 
slab of Titanic’s hull to surface 


NEW YORK (R) — A recovery expedition 
lifted a giant slab of the RMS Titanic's hull 
from its watery ocean grave Thursday, 84 
years after the ship struck an iceberg in the 
North Atlantic Ocean, an expedition 
spokesman said. 

The 20-tonne piece of steel hull was hov- 
ering at the water's surface, still attached 10 
several diesel-filled bags that were used to 
raise it from the ocean floor, said Todd 
Tarantino, spokesman for New York-based 
RMS Titanic Inc., which is sponsoring the 
expedition. 

Recovery crews hoped to move the hull 
from the water to recovery ship Jim 
Kilabuck, anchored off the coast of 
Newfoundland, Canada, later Thursday, he 
said 

“They're moving very slowly, he said. 

Plans call for the piece of debris to be 
taken to Boston Saturday and 10 New York 
City Sunday. The wreckage has been lying 
in water more than three kilometres deep. 

The steel-hulled Titanic, thought to be 
unsinkable. struck an iceberg on April 14, 


1912, and sank, killing 1,523 of the 2,200 
passengers and crew on board. The wreck 
was located in 1985. 

The expedition tried unsuccessfully twice 
earlier this week to retrieve the hull but 
technical hitches and equipment problems 
delayed them. 

As part of the recovery expedition, more 
than 1,700 people including three survivors 
of the doomed liner’s first Trans-Atlantic 
voyage sailed in two ships from Boston and 
New York to the site, paying SI, 500 and up 
for a nine-day cruise. 

RMS Titanic, which holds the rights to 
the ship’s debris, has recovered some 4.000 
artifacts since 1987. It hopes to use the hull 
section as the centrepiece of an exhibition 
next spring and possibly a full-fledged 
Tiranica museum. 

The U.S.-based Discovery Channel on 
cable television, NBC Television Network 
and Britain’s Channel Four all plan to 
release documentaries about the recovery 
mission. 
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Ambiguity solves no problems 


PRIME MINISTER Abdul Karim KabaritTs visit to 
Ramallah Thursday for talks with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat came at a time when a serious dead- 
lock threatened the future of peace negotiations on 
the Israeli-Palestinian track. In response to the dra- 
matic escalation in tensions between Israel and the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA). Jordan felt 
compelled to move since none of the parties involved 
In the peace process could afford a new intifada or 
derailment of the essential negotiating track. 
Following the talks between Mr. Kabariti and Mr. 
Arafat, which culminated in the exchange of mes- 
sages between His Majesty King Hussein and the 
Palestinian president, the Jordanian leadership 
made its position crystal clear. The situation in the 
occupied territories and self-rule areas was alarm- 
ing and two steps had to be taken at once: express- 
ing solidarity and support for the Palestinian side at 
such difficult time as this, and contacting Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu to counsel 
him on the need to reconsider his policies on settle- 
ments, Jerusalem and otherwise. The phone call by 
His Majesty to Mr. Netanyahu appears to have suc- 
ceeded in impressing on the prime minister the 
necessity of restarting peace negotiations immedi- 
ately and reaffirming commitment and respect for 
what had already been agreed upon with the 
Palestinians. 

On these two, intertwined counts, Jordan conld 
not be accused of ambiguity. Prime Minister 
Kabariti stated, unequivocally at the conclusion of 
I^ ! talks$l% Arafat .that Amman rejects 

^ efforts any* 1 hew expansionist policy by 

l^hael, Wra^ wolijid-underniine all efforts and basis 
for a jusV' Sod' comprehensive peace in the region. 
Just as it is well-known that going back on peace 
accords would take all of us backward, perhaps to 
square one. 

It is still too early to tell whether the Netanyahu 
government is now serious about broadening and 
deepening the fresh contacts that it has had with the 
Palestinian side in the wake of the strike that was 
fully observed in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Wednesday. It will be dangerous if the latest Israeli 
move turns out to be meant only to defuse momen- 
tary tensions. Has not the pursuit of peace become a 
central plank in the Israeli policy programme, as it 
indeed bas become to the Arab side's ? Does the 
Likud party, and its partners in the coalition gov- 
ernment have an alternative to the peace option? If 
so, let us hear it from them. Procrastination and 
ambiguity solve no problems. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER FOR AJ Ra'i daily reflected on the resolu- 
tions passed by the Cairo Arab summit expressing the 
view that decisions concerning the Arab Nation’s deal- 
ings with Israel have not been implemented, thus 
encouraging the Israeli prime minister to pursue his 
aggressive policies and continue to build Jewish settle- 
ments on the Arab lands. Tayseer AJ Zibri said that more 
than two months have elapsed since the convening of 
that summit meeting where the Arab leaders condemned 
Israel’s policies and its Jewish settlement programmes. 
In that summit, the Arabs declared that their normalisa- 
tion process with the Jewish state will be linked to 
progress in the peace process and Israel’s compliance 
with the requirements of a comprehensive settlement 
bused on the exchange of land for peace, noted the 
writer. He said that while Syrian mediation efforts 
helped to defuse the tension between Iran and its Gulf 
Arab neighbours as demanded by the summit, the Arabs 
have failed to halt Benyamin Netanyahu's repression of 
die Palestinian people, his disregard of the Oslo agree- 
ments and his determination to build settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian lands. The writer said that obvious- 
ly the Arab countries are not doing enough to stem the 
Israeli danger and it is hoped that the Arab foreign min- 
isters meeting in Cairo in September will find a formu- 
la that will deal more effectively with this situation. 


A WRITER FOR Al Dus tour expressed the view that 
Jordan should conduct a re-examination of its external 
and domestic policies in the course of addressing the 
numerous problems facing its people. It is not enough 
for the government to pass legislation concerning taxa- 
tion and investments but it should also show keenness 
on securing comfortable situation on the domestic scene 
so as to promote confidence and bring reassurance to the 
public about the future, said Taher A I Ad wan. The writer 
noted that the Jordanian economy is closely linked to the 
country's political stand and vice versa, adding that fail- 
ure of the economy is reflected heavily on politics. 
When the peace treaty with Israel was signed, the people 
of Jordan expected dividends and benefits that would do 
away with poverty, unemployment and economic ills, 
but it turned out that Israel imposed further restrictions 
aimed al separating the Palestinian self-rule areas from 
Jordan and barring the entry of Jordanian goods to 
Palestine or Israel, according to the writer. As“a conse- 
quence. he said, the Jordanian economy was badly 
affected and the public largely remain dismayed and dis- 
satisfied with the general political and economic situa- 
tion. The writer said that only a political decision can 
help stimulate the economy and address the country’s 
economic ills. 


tr 
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Netanyahu risks more than anti-Israel violence 



THE DEVELOPMENTS in the Palestinian territories, 
including the call for mass prayers at Al Aqsa on Friday 
and the strike that was staged on Thursday are clear 
indications of the deep frustrations that the Palestinians 
feel over the course of their peace negotiations with 
Israel. Nearly three years after signing the landmark 
Oslo accords, the only thing that the Palestinians have 
to show for themselves is the limited autonomy that 
they have in the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank. 
If anything, the employment opportunities that the 
Palestinians had in Israel before the Oslo accords are 
also now being denied to them. 

The Palestinians are also getting increasingly con- 
vinced that the hardline Israeli government led by right- 
winger Benyamin Netanyahu is bent upon following the 
same policy as the previous Likud government of 
Yitzhak Shamir to keep them dangling in the peace 
process without actually giving them anything. 

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's compliance with 
Mr. Netanyahu's insistence that the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA.) close all offices linked to it in Arab 
East Jerusdlem is understandable if only because he has 
no choice at this point in time. But it has sent a strong 
signal to the Palestinians that regardless of the interna- 
tional support they enjoy in their claims to East Arab 
Jerusalem, Israel will refuse to accept the Palestinian 
rights to the Holy City. 

Coupled with that is the stepped-up Israeli activity in 
settlement building in the West Bank. Mr. Netanyahu 
prefers to call it “construction to accommodate the nat- 
ural growth of communities.” but he is fooling nobody. 
How could anyone overlook the fact that the very exis- 
tence of Jewish settlements in the Palestinian territories 
is illegal? As such, Mr. Netanyahu is adding insult to 
injury by insisting that the building of new schools, hos- 
pitals, sports facilities, etc. in the settlements should be 


acceptable to the Palestinians. 

Judging by the carefully “leaked” reports carried in 
the Israeli press, it becomes abundantly clear that the 
Netanyahu government has a grand plan of annexing 
every inch of the West Bank while shrouding the 
annexation in what the Jewish state sees as internation- 
ally acceptable arrangements that essentially mean sim- 
ple autonomy for the Palestinians in the West Bank. 

The Israeli measures, statements, declarations, pre- 
conditions, demands and insistence vis-a-vis the 
Palestinian track of negotiations send a very clear mes- 
sage: Mr. Netanyahu has no intention of meeting any of 
the very basic requirements for peace that would mean 
Israel relinquishing the Palestinian territories and 
accepting the political rights of the Palestinian people. 

So where do the Palestinians go from here? Mr. Arafat 
appeared to have been hoping against hope that despite 
all ihetoric, Mr. Netanyahu would gradually accept the 
realism that there can be no peace without meeting the 
Palestinians' legitimate demands for their rights and 
come around to resuming the peace negotiations along 
those lines. 

But as the recent developments clearly proved, the 
conclusion is quite to the contrary. 

That clearly shuts out all enthusiasm that was gener- 
ated when the Arabs and Israelis sat down under an 
international umbrella held by the U.5. and the then 
Soviet Union in Madrid in 1991. 

By the same token, the international community 
shoulders the responsibility of ensuring that the legiti- 
mate Palestinian demands are honoured. One of the key 
factors that nudged the Palestinians into opening peace 
talks with Israel under clearly unfavourable conditions 
that the implicit and explicit guarantees that the world 
would step in if and where the Palestinians fail in their 
quest to regain their rights. The international communi- 


ty could argue that it was the choice of the Palestine 
Liberation “Organisation tPLO) u> enter the s o 
accords with Israel, but it cannot ignore hat the Oslo 
agreements were indeed met vvjth equ^enffiusiJsm 
from all over the world. In fact, the October 199. con- 
ference in Washington where the donor community 
pledged over SI billion to help the Palestinians was 
another reaffirmation of the international support tor the 

Palestinians. . . . , ... 

But today, the Palestinians are left with only a handful 
of genuine friends, including Jordan, which has been 
and is crying hard to convince the Israeli government to 
accept the reality that it could not continue on the 
course it is following and that it should live up to the 
commitments it undertook under the Oslo accords 
despite the change of political leadership in the Jewish 

state. . _ . . , 

In his arguments vis-a-vis peace talks with byna. Mr. 
Netanyahu asserts that there is no guarantee that a suc- 
cessor to the present leadership in Damascus would 
honour any accord reached with the Jewish state over 
the Golan Heights. 

Well, we can understand that argument it only 
because Mr. Netanyahu himself offers the best example 
of how any government could simply refuse to honour 
agreements reached by its predecessor. 

By maintaining his hardline policies. Mr. Netanyahu 
is grooming frustration-fuelled extremism among the 
Palestinians. What Mr. Netanyahu i> risking is more 
anti-Israeli violence that does not bode well at all for 
the entire Middle East peace process or for the very 
security of Israelis that the Likud leader seems to hold 
high whenever he mentions the world peace. 


‘Netanyahu can by no 


means impose his will 
on the Arab Nation’ 


THE LOCAL press gave 
prominence to the develop- 
ments in the occupied Arab 
territories in the light of 
Israel's hardline stands with 
regard to. the. Jewish settle- , 
ments andithe resumption of; 
peace, /..talks,' with., -the 
PaIestwi^nS-»nfhe aftermath 
of the riots in the south and 
domestic affairs also featured 
high in the press articles. 

In discussing the new 
Israeli government’s aggres- 
sive policies against the 
Arabs, a writer for Al Ra'i 
said that Benyamin 
Netanyahu can by no means 
impose his will on the Arab 
Nation despite his military 
power and can by no means 
stifle the spirit of resistance 
to occupation in the occupied 
Arab lands. Mu’nes Razzaz 
said even if Netanyahu uses 
nuclear weapons to devastate 
Arab capitals, the spirit of 
resistance will persist. Citing 
the examples of Vietnam 
which defeated the 
Americans in the war and 
Japan which was devastated 
in World War U. the writer 
said these nations have risen 
again after destruction, 
something that will happen 
to the Arab Nation which is 
currently subjected to humil- 
iation by its enemies but 
whose spirit remains alive. 

The worsening of the situa- 
tion in the occupied 
Palestinian lands came about 
as a result of Israel's 
announcement of plans to 
build more settlements, plans 
that have been on the minds 
of the Israelis since 
Netanyahu came to power at 
the liead of a Likud-led gov- 
ernment in Israel, said 
Mohammad Kawash in Al 
Dustour. The writer said that 
the Arabs in general and the 
Palestinians in particular 
realise too well that 
Netanyahu's government is 
intent on ruining the peace 
process because it is deter- 
mined to keep its control of 
the lands it occupied in the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war and to 
disregard the Oslo agree- 
ments. The Israeli announce- 
ment about the resumption of 
the settlements programme 
was the last straw that 
brought the matters to a head, 
he added. The writer said that 
the explosive situation in the 
whole region should prompt 
the Arab states and the spon- 
sors of the peace process to 
take immediate measures to 
deal with the situation. 

Mohammad Kharroub. a 
writer for Al Ra'i daily, 
reflected on the prospects of 
the resumption of the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace negotia- 
tions saying that the situation 
in the whole region has wors- 
ened in the absence of real 
progress towards an end to 
Israel’s occupation of Arab 



The sunshine 


boys arrive 


Dole and Kemp talk about American 
* leadership , but don ’t be irritated 


By Michael Elliott 


lands. The’ Palestinian' people* -* 
are^driven to'desp'air'iittt otrfy"' 
due to the lack of any 
progress towards the imple- 
mentation of the Oslo agree- 
ments and the redeployment 
of Israeli forces in Hebron, 
but mainly due to Israel's 
decision to resume its settle- 
ment building programmes 
on Arab territories, said the 
writer. The worsening of the 
situation was also brought 
about in the light of Israel’s 
refusal to withdraw from the 
Syrian Golan Heights and its 
offer of “Lebanon First “ for- 
mula to deal with Lebanon 
and clinch a separate deal 
with die Lebanese govern- 
ment. The writer said that 
Israel's behaviour is bound to 
create an explosive situation 
in the whole region and there 
is more need now than ever 
for the resumption of the 
peace negotiations and a halt 
to Israel's provocative mea- 
sures. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
commented on remarks by 
Israeli Premier Netanyahu on 
board a visiting U.S. aircraft 
carrier when he said that the 
U.S.-Israeli strategic power 
protects Israel’s peace. Taher 
Al Adwan said that 
Netanyahu's remarks which 
reflect his arrogance and the 
Jewish state's determination 
to pursue aggression on the 
Arabs can by no means help 
Israel to enjoy genuine 
peace. There is no doubt that 
the Arab people now fully 
realise Israel's aims and 
ambitious designs which 
reflect the Jewish state's real 


image as an aggressive 
power backed by the United 
States in its drive to subdue 
the Arab Nation, said the 
writer. He said that the pre- 
sent leaders of Israel include 
army commanders who took 
part in wars on the Arabs and 
who truly represent the evil 
nature of Israel. 

Abdullah Al Khatib, a 
writer for Al Dustour. strong- 
ly criticised the Palestine 
National Authority (.PNA) 
for persecuting the opposi- 
tion groups in the Palestinian 
self-rule areas and for the ill- 
treatment of detainees in 
Palestinian jails. He said for- 
eign countries have been 
deploring the PNA’s actions 
againsr its adversaries, for the 
torture of the detainees and 
for restricting the freedom of 
the Palestinians in general. 
Organisations like Amnesty 
International and the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross have con- 
demned the inhuman treat- 


meafcidf the-^eUinias which 
in otiti' ca5e r, resiiilted urthe 
death of at least one 
Palestinian youth, he noted. 
The writer said that while the 
PNA brags about human 
rights and demands from 
Israel to respect the rights of 
the Palestinian people, it is 
committing atrocities against 
the Palestinian detainees and 
committing crimes against 
humanity. 

Discussing the situation in 
Jordan in the wake of the 
rioting in the southern parts 
of the countiy Sultan Al 
Hattab. a writer for Al Ra'i. 
said now that the dust has 
settled, there is dire need for 
a resumption of dialogue 
between the government and 
the various political groups. 
The writer said that the gov- 
ernment ought to follow in 
the footsteps of His Majesty 
the King who met with the 
former prime ministers to 
hear their views about the sit- 
uation and discuss future 
measures to control the situa- 
tion and remove causes of 
tension. Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti who 
was present at the meeting 
with the King must have ben- 
efited from the experience 
and ought to copy this step 
and initiate contacts with the 
■various political groups, 
trade onions and other repre- 
sentatives of various public 
sectors in order to work out a 
clear policy that would guar- 
antee the development 
process in a peaceful manner. 

Discussing the situation in 
the southern rowns following 
the rioting, a writer for Al 
Ra'i said that there was 
urgent need for the local 
inhab itants to join forces 
with the concerned authori- 
ties to reconstruct and reha- 
bilitate the scxHal, education- 
al and economic institutions 
to help them resume their 
services. Nazib said that 
schools, mother and child 
care centres, electricity net- 
works and other facilities 
and installations await recon- 
struction and restoration for 
the benefit of the local com- 
munities. While deploring 
acts of sabotage one can only 
hope that the damaged insti- 
tutions be helped to resume 
their valuable services to the 
public and by denouncing the 
destruction of property one 
can hope that the responsible 
citizens will now mobilise 
their forces to resume the 
march of progress and devel- 
opment 


THE WEATHER helped. 
San Diego’s convention 
centre may be 'a paTe imitd'-' 
tion of the Sydneys Opera 
House, and the harbour 
view may be ruined by an 
unlovely flyover, but the 
southern California city 
has (as its boosters never 
tire of saying) the best cli- 
mate in the l T nited States. 
So if the going at the 
Republican convention 
recently got a bit soporific 
(it did. often) you could 
always pop outside for a 
few rays and a glass of 
Chardonnay by the water- 
front. We will assume it 
was the sun, rather than the 
X-rated movie theatres 
close by, that got the GOP 
delegates into such a 
mood. 

The sun — and, of 
course, the proceedings at 
the convention itself. 
Delegates were buoyed as 
they arrived by the choice 
of Jack Kemp as Bob 
Dole's running mate for the 
November elections. For 
many Republican activists, 
Kemp is like the wayward 
early boyfriend whose kiss 
a happily married woman 
can never quite forget. 
Enthusiastic, upbeat, opti- 
mistic, his surprising selec- 
tion was the perfect way to 
inspire the party faithful. 
And. arriving in San Diego 
w'ith their nominee trailing 
Bill Clinton by around 20 
points in the opinion polls. 
Republicans needed some 
inspiring. Then followed 
four days of carefully mod- 
ulated proceedings, from 
which all trace of contro- 
versy had been removed: a 
moving celebration of 
Ronald Reagan, suffering 
from Alzheimer's disease 
up the coast, and finally, a 
speech by Dole himself of 
which this at least could be 
said — even those who 
didn't like it had to admit 
that it was the most elo- 
quent he had ever given. 

Ar first blush. Dole and 
Kemp look like an odd 
couple. Dole, from the 
stem plains of Kansas, tac- 
iturn, and a man who sees 
and practices politics sole- 
ly in terms of process: 
Kemp, raised in the ram- 
bunctious Los Angeles of 
Raymond Chandler, logor- 
rheic, obsessed to the point 
of self-parody with 
“ideas.” In fact, they have 
much in common: for ail 
their talk of roots in an 
America where the fields 
of the republic roll on end- 
lessly, both, in troth, are 
Washingtonians. But for 


foreign observers of this 
year's dance toward the 
November election, two 
other matters bind them 
together. And were the 
Republican ticket to tri- 
umph, both would turn out 
to be of the first impor- 
tance. 

First both men are inter- 
nationalists. The isolation- 
ist wing of the Republican 
Party, typified by Pat 
Buchanan, w’ho had some 
early successes in the pri- 
mary’ .season, was hardly 
evident in the San Diego. 
Sure, the party platform 
has some United Nations- 
bashing nonsense and in 
his acceptance speech Dole 
couldn't resist taking a 
swipe at both U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali and the World Trade 
Organisation (which sup- 
posedly infringes “national 
sovereignty)". But the two 
Republicans trotted out to 
talk about foreign policy at 
the convention were ex- 
secretary of state James 
Baker and ex-U.N. ambas- 
sador Jeanne Kirkpatrick, 
both widely known and 
admired outside the United 
States. Between 1992 and 
1995, Dole more than any 
other Washington figure 
advocated American 
engagement in the effort 
for a solution to the 
Bosnian war — a brave and 
principled stand that 
brought him no political 
gain. Kemp has a Jong-his- 
tory of informed commit- 
ment both to free trade and 
to the economic develop- 
ment of those countries 
that have emerged from the 
shadow of communism. 

Naturally, the interna- 
tionalist instincts of both 
men will be tempered by 
domestic political con- 
stituencies that seek to 
limit American engage- 
ment abroad. But in “all 
truth, there is nothing new 
in chat. 

Protected by two wide 
oceans, bordered only by a 
benign Canada and a his- 
torically backward 

Mexico, many Americans 
have always felt that geog- 
raphy allowed them to 
avoid foreign entangle- 
ments. If foreign leaders 
don’t understand by now 
that such a view has always 
been a pan of the American 
mind-set (and always will 
be) they deserve little sym- 
pathy. 

The second aspect that 
binds Dole and Kemp is 
more subtle. Both men 
rejoice in their use of the 
phrase "American leader- 
ship; both are convinced 


that the United States has a 
unique vocation among the 
nations to inspire and lead 
the world, or. as Kemp put 
it in his acceptance spesfcti: 
“Today, more than ever 
before. America's ideals 
and ideas grip the imagina- 
tions of women and men in 
every' comer of the globe.” 
It's easy to pick holes in 
that statement. For one 
thing, globes don't have 
comers: for another, grum- 
bles. or worse, about 
American political and cul- 
tural hegemony are just as 
common outside the 
United States as is an 
admiration for America’s 
boundless energy. Listen, 
for example, to the not- 
unjustified complaints of 
Europeans thar the 
extraterritorial applications 
of U.S. laws against trad- 
ing with Iran or Cuba are 
both counterproductive and 
offensive. 

Nonetheless, there are 
some noteworthy features 
to the claim for American 
leadership. For one thing, 
the United States has the 
clout to make its interests 
stick. It is not alone in 
thinking that it has a spe- 
cial place on the planet — 
so. for example, does 
France. perhaps even 
Russia. But only the 
United States has the eco- 
nomic and military power 
to make its views count 
anywhere. In practice, 
however, the domestic 
political constituency tem- 
pers the more arrogant 
American claims to shape 
the world according to its 
own interests. For thought- 
less. promiscuous engage- 
ment by an administration 
in the affairs of other 
nations rapidly runs into 
obstacles back home: in a 
Congress that controls the 
purse strings, and a popu- 
lace that doesn't see why 
its boys should be put a 
risk lar away. In practice, a 
Republican administration 
and that's not a far- 
fetched thought — would 
practice the sort of “contin- 
gent leadership"’ perfected 
by George Bush during the 
Gulf war: that is to“say, 
America will accept the 
burden of a leadership so 
long as it knows in advance 
that it will not be alone, 
that others will follow. 
Forget the often irritating 
rhetoric: that's not a bad 
recipe for ensuring stabilK 
ty ■— m every comer of the 
globe. 
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Internet revamps image 
of Egyptian cafe 


By Miral Fahmy 

Reuter 

CAIRO — For years cafes in 
Cairo meant thick scented 
hookah smoke and tinkling 
glasses of sugary mint tea. 
This year some coffee-houses 
have shed their traditional 
image to become a cairene 
sign of the tunes. 

There's no backgammon 
and Egyptian ballads here — 
patrons at Cairo's two cyber- 
cafes surf, hang out and chill 
to the latest pop tunes on com- 
pact disc. 

The Internet, not the crowd, 
is die main attraction and cof- 
fee is not a mere shouted 
order but a perculator away. 

“What prompted us to open 
a cybercafe was the frequent 
questions of people as to 
where they can go to access 
the Internet,” said Dr Mona A1 
Kaddah, vice president of 
Internet Egypt, the private 
firm which runs the cafes. 

‘It’s a place where people 
can use the net, meet and 
share experiences, give each 
other ideas and of course 
socialise through the Internet 
scene,” she added. 

Local and foreign students, 
academics and businessmen 
are among the many web 
surfers who throng to the 
computer screens at the 
cybercafes, one in the city 
centre and one at a shopping 
mall in a posh suburb. 

“I can have an E-mail 
account or access from the 
house but I prefer to come 
here," said Mohammed Abdul 
Rahman, a university student 
who comes to the cafe regu- 
larly. 

“1 can come here and have a 
coffee, meet my friends, play 
with the computer and not 


only get information but I can 
have ftin too.” he added "For 
10 pounds ($3) an hour, its 
cheaper than shooting pool,” 

Young patrons crowd 
around downloaded Music 
Television ("MTV) videos and 
sports news while others 
exchange greetings over the 
sound of Nirvana and the 
occassional Mozan. Others 
relax in the reading room 
overlooking the Nile. 

“I’ve been to cafes in the 
States and Holland, and the 
computing facilities in this 
place are definitely tops.” said 
American Keith BraffortL 
who ran into the cybercafe 
while on holiday in Egypt. 

Three years ago the govern- 
ment, in association with the 
foreign relations coordination 
unit of the Supreme Council 
of Universities, put Egypt 
online and now estimates 
there are more than 200,000 
Internet users among its 60 
million people. 

Access via a leased line 
costs 15,000 to 20,000 pounds 
a year but users can surf the 
information superhighway for 
rates of around 1,000 pounds 
a year through a dial-up num- 
ber. 

And unlike in other Middle 
East countries where govern- 
ments restrict usage, anyone 
wife a computer and an 
international phone line can 
access absolutely anything on 
the internet — a feet which 
has brought jitters to Egypt’s 
conservative society. 

“Security and morality on 
the Internet are worldwide 
issues for discussion. We can- 
not ban such a major informa- 
tion source just because mis- 
use happens everywhere,” 
said Dr. Tarek Kamel of the 
state's Regional Information 


Technology and Software 
Engineering Centre (ritsec). 

Although the state is pro- 
moting the Internet as its latest 
tool for economic, tourist and 
social development, the media 
has capitalised on its smuttier 
side. 

Stories of teenagers down- 
loading pornography and pae- 
dophilia in other countries and 
tampering with files of the 
defence and justice ministries 
make the front page of 
Egypt's newspapers. Local 
technology advances are 
buried deep inside. 

“What about the video and 
the satellite dish?' Kaddah 
tells the Internet's opponents. 

“We tty hard to guide the 
young people towards con- 
structive information 

resources at our cybercafes 
and we make them sign a 
code of ethics when they join 
us so that they are aware of 
what things are acceptable to 
our society and what thing s 
are not Until now, we haven’t 
had any problems.” she 
added 

Their buzzing cybercafes 
have prompted Internet 
Egypt, one of 14 firms selling 
Internet services in Egypt, to 
think of opening more sices in 
Cairo and nationwide. Other 
companies are also planning 
to jump on the bandwagon. 

But users tend to come from 
die upper to upper middle 
income bracket, a minority 
among Egypt's teeming popu- 
lation. Most Egyptians remain 
loyal to their waterpipes. 

‘Tve got my traditional cafe 
with its drinks and hookahs 
where f go to relax. Why 
would I ever go to a cyber- 
cafe. work on a computer and 
use my brain?' said cafe cus- 
tomer Gama! Gadd A1 Karim. 


Israel thwarts Arafat’s prayer protest 


(Continued from page I) 

Arabs and Muslims." 

In the East Jerusalem neigh- 
bourhood of Eas Al Amud. 
about half a kilometre from the 
Al Aqsa mosque, Israeli police 
turned away not only West 
Bank residents, but also those 
with Jerusalem identity cards 
who usually can move freely. 

‘’Find another way. You 
can't pass through here," a 
policeman cold Associated 
Press reporter Said Ghazali. a 
Jerusalem resident, when he 
approached the roadblock. 

‘The turnout was good but 
the roadblocks prevented 
inhabitants of entire regions 
from coming." said Imad Falu- 
ji. the only Islamic fundamen- 
talist member of Mr. Arafat’s 
self-rule cabinet 
“We knew this would hap- 
pen because Israel announced 
it was going to encircle the 
city. This is a violation against 
freedom of worship and a 
provocation for the Muslim 
nation.” he said. 

The mufti of Jerusalem, 
Akremeb Sabri, said that 
"Israeli terror" kept the number 
of worshippers way below nor- 
mal for a Friday. “They turned 
Jerusalem into an armed 
camp," he said. 

Several other Palestinian 
leaders also attended the 
prayers, including Faisal Hus- 
seini. the top Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) offi- 
cial in Jerusalem, and Moham- 
mad Nashashibi. Mr. Arafat’s 
finance minister, who called 
Israel's attempt to curb atten- 
dance at the prayers "insolent 
and arrogant." 

"What we have seen today is 
that freedom of worship is not 
being respected." said: Mr. 
Husseini. who is responsible 
for Palestinian policy in 
Jerusalem. 

The imam leading prayers at 
Al Aqsa, the third holiest site in 
Islam, appealed to Muslims 
not to give up the battle for 
Jerusalem or Palestinian rights 


despite the hardline policies of- 
the Israeli government. 

“We must not be silent in the 
face of Israeli violations" of 
past peace agreements, be said. 

In fee Gaza Strip, several 
dozen Palestinians barred from 
entering Israel knelt in prayer 
on green plastic mats along a 
roadside near the Morag junc- 
tion at the southern end of the 
Strip. 

Mr. Arafat has cracked down 
on harldine opponents of his 
1993 peace deal with Israel 
since the last wave of suicide 
bombings six months ago. He 
feels angry and frustrated that 
this and ocher moves demand- 
ed by Israel have been ignored 
by Mr. Netanyahu, his aides 
say. Arafat aide Nabil Abu 
Rdainah said talks overnight 
between Netanyahu adviser 
Do re Gold and top PLO offi- 
cial Mahmoud Abbas made no 
progress on any issue. 

Mr. Gold and Mr. Abbas met 
in Tel Aviv hours after the 
Palestinians ended the general 
strike, the first in the West 
Bank and Gaza in two years. 

“The Israelis are still delay- 
ing and dragging their feet on 
all issues." Mr. Abu Edainah 
told Reuters. 

‘The peace process is still 
paralysed, the resumption of 
negotiations in practical terms 
is frozen and the contacts until 
now have not led to any results 
at all.” Mr. Abu Rdainah said. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s office said 
it would not comment on the 
talks which followed a first 
meeting in Jerusalem between 
the chairmen of the Israel- 
Palesrinian steering committee 
which oversees implementa- 
tion of self-rule agreements. 

The steering committee will 
begin next week to convene on 
a regular basis, Israeli chair- 
man Dan Shomron said. 

On Friday. Mr. Netanyahu 
announced that he and a small 
group of cabinet ministers 
would oversee the peace talks 
with the Palestinians. High- 
level contacts between the two 


sides were go begin next week, 
radio reports said. ■ 

It was not clear whether a 
resumption of peace talks will 
be enough to calm the Pales- 
tinians who feel betrayed by 
Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu has not given 
any signs that he would soften 
his hardline positions, includ- 
ing his refusal to negotiate the 
future of Jerusalem and his 
support for expanding Jewish 
settlements. 

Mr. Hussein stud the Israeli 
government's policy was 
“threatening the Palestinians' 
natural right to live in 
Jerusalem." 

In an interview published 
Friday in the English-language 
Jerusalem Post Mr, Husseini 
said the government was pre- 
venting Palestinian develop- 
ment in Jerusalem while pro- 
moting the growth of Jewish 
communities in the city. 

Syria condemned Israel’s 
settlement policy and said Mr. 
Netanyahu was preparing for 
war with Arabs. 

"Practices of the Israeli gov- 
ernment, especially its settle- 
ment activities, came to con- 
firm that dealing with this gov- 
ernment inflicts the biggest 
harm on the Arab cause," 
state-run Damascus Radio said 
in a commentary. 

“When this government 
insists on stabbing the peace 
process and tearing it apart, 
this means that it is preparing 
for war,” the radio said. 

The radio urged Arabs to 
unify their ranks to thwart the 
policies of the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

“Israel could not confront a 
united Arab stand or usurp 
their rights because the Arab 
rights could be regained when 
(hey achieve unity and solidar- 
ity,” Damascus Radio said. 

It welcomed the international 
criticism of Israel's settlement 
policies but called for practical 
steps to force the Israeli gov- 
ernment to abandon this policy. 


70 Palestinian buildings set for destruction 


(Continued from page 1} 

prayers the next day on Fri- 
day. which however did not 
materialise. Mr. Arafat also 
protested against the 
relaunching of settlements in 
the West Bank by the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
has now ordered a resump- 
tion of negotiations with the 


Palestinians. 

On Wednesday, the Israeli 
army demolished five Pales- 
tinian homes near Ramallah. 

“The army demolished five 
houses which had been built 
without authorisation in an 
area near Tulkarem under 
Israeli control." said Peter 
Lerner, a spokesman for the 
Israeli military administra- 
tion in the occupied West 


Bank. 

Tulkarem, in the northern 
West Bank, is one of seven 
West Bank towns adminis- 
tered by the PNA. \yux Israel 
maintains control of areas 
outside the city limits. 

Palestinians complain feat 
requests for building permits 
go unanswered and they have 
no choice but to build illegal- 
ly. 


Sara Netanyahu accuses leftwingers 
of attacking her husband through her 


By Daphne Barak 

WEST JERUSALEM — 
Just as Israel's ex-prime 
minister Shimon Peres has 
said: “Benyamin 

Netanyahu has succeeded 
in uniting all the Arabs!” 
so has Sarah, his third wife, 
succeeded in uniting all 
Israelis, and believe me, 
that is a task no less com- 
plicated. 

But, after my summer 
visit in Israel, I was quite 
amused. There is no party, 
social gathering, or casual 
encounter in the street or in 
a restaurant — where the 
subject does not come up: 
“Sarah, my wife," this 
small-sized woman has 
managed to create a folk- 
lore that places right- 
wingers and left-wingers, 
men and women, into a 
common denominator. 

Each story is more 
colourful than the other, 
and here are some that have 
been widely spread 
throughout the Israeli (and 
the international) media, 
since Benyamin Netanyahu 
came to power, a very short 
time ago. I am just bringing 
the stories, as they were 
published, with no personal 
opinion: 

* The nanny affair Sarah 
fired her children’s (Avner 
and Yair) nanny, because 
she burned the soup. After- 
wards she claimed that: 
“The intelligence services 
claimed she (the nanny!) 
was a security risk." Intelli- 
gence declared the next 
day, that it was not so, that 
they had not claimed such a 
thing. 

* The cleanliness affair: 
In context to the nanny 
affair, it was later found 
(with the ex-nanny's help) 
that Sarah has a compul- 
sion for cleanliness. Like 
washing the - laundry lines 
before the wash is hung on 
them... 

* The stinginess affair 
After it was published that 
her husband, God save us, 
does not like paying, it was 
also published that Sarah 
herself is particularly 
stingy. For example: She 
allowed the nanny the use 
of only one tomato per day. 

* The video affair It was 
published that at 2 in the 
morning — yes, yes, she 
called on the prime minis- 
ter’s office to send some- 
one to fix their VCR 
because: “If my son Yair 
wakes up and he can’t 
watch video, he will drive 
me crazy..." 

* The Miss Universe 
affair “I am more beautiful 
than you... more beautiful 
than...” (and here the name 
of an international beauty 
queen)! — is the message 
she left in the heat of frus- 
tration, on the answering 
machine of her husband's 
sexy lover. 

* The thousand-dollar 
suite affair: For a confer- 
ence on the subject of chil- 
dren's abuse taking place in 
Stockholm, Sarah, who 
introduces herself as a 
“child psychologist” 
(which is not exact as she 
has never done her intern- 
ship), only kindled the gos- 
sip about the 10 (!) years it 
took her to complete her 
final masters paper, which 
was not (!!!) written by her 
on herself. The Israeli 
media found out that a suite 
was reserved for her at a 
cost of $1,000, plus expen- 
sive rooms for her personal 
spokesman and security 
men. “And why (the media 
wondered) her? Why not a 
professional who specialis- 
es in that subject?’ 

* The mother-of-the-year 
affair. Sarah had to join her 
husband on his first official 
visit to Washington. Even 
though Hillary was not too 
excited about it and was 
touring outside the U.S. at 
the time of the visit. Sarah 
brought along her two chil- 
dren and the temporary 
nannies (due to her firing of 
the nanny). The media was 
quick to criticise the 
blown-up expenses, and 
produced photographs of 
an exhausted child (one of 
the two) being dragged by 
his mother to some show in 
America. 

* The un-edited footage 


affair During Benyamin 
Netanyahu's first interview 
on election night, be and 
Sarah were filmed in their 
hotel room. Israel TV still 
enjoys the fruits of that 
interview, and of the 

footage that was not edited 
for broadcasting: Sarah 

placing her husband's arm 
around her shoulders, plac- 
ing her own hand on his 
knee, and instructing him 
to put down his cup of cof- 
fee “so that we can sit 
together!” Then, when 
there is a phone call, she 

instructs: “No! Put it 

down... put the telephone 
aside." 

* The horse affair As a 
prestigious magazine's pro- 
ject, a photographer was 
sent to perpetuate Israel’s 
leaders. The meeting was 
set with Benyamin 
Netanyahu at a horse- 

ranch. Sarah surprised the 
photographer by coming 
along with her children and 
by insisting to be in the pic- 
ture: “We've all come — 
we'll all be photographed 
together!” baler, the pho- 
tographer was further sur- 
prised, after giving her a 
few of the photographs as a 
gift, to find these published 
in the French ‘Taris- 
Match" magazine, without 
any credit or payment to 

him . 

And all these, and many 
many more, in such a short 
time... Sarah Ben-Artzi met 
Benyamin Netanyahu after 
his second divorce. She 
was an El-AJ flight atten- 
dant. She married him 
about two years later, when 
she was in the middle of 
her first pregnancy: A bit of 
gossip that later brought 
about vicious commen- 
taries about their wedding, 
and the reasons for it. Then, 
poor girl, the “Hot-Cas- 
sette” affair fell on her. 
During his campaign for 
head of the Likud, an 
unknown called Sarah and 
said: “Your husband is hav- 
ing an affair with... (giving 
the name of an attractive 
media consultant), and I 
have taped proof of it..." 

An enraged Sarah called 
her husband, he got into a 
panic, asked that it be 
“nationally broadcast” on 
Israeli State TV and con- 
fessed to the nation, “I had 
an extra-marital affair !”, in 
addition, he accused one of 
his closest people, David 
Levy (today’s foreign min- 
ister) of extortion (the cape, 
the tape). Afterwards — 
what fun! — it became 
clear that a tape never 
existed. 

I met her for this inter- 
view in a Jerusalem hotel. 
Sarah — short, in a peach 
coloured suit, a pearl neck- 
lace k la first lady — 
arrives, makes a big deal of 
“my security man,’’ and 
makes all possible mis- 
takes. But I, in a kindly 
mood, am writing here the 
dialogue that took place 
between us, in its pure 
form, without any additions 
or commentaries. 

But not before I tell you 
about her insistence in 
refusing my invitation to 
get some refreshments (see 
die stinginess affair) and of 
my feeling, hand on her 
merciful heart that her lack 
of confidence is shattered 
by each mistake and slo- 
gan, which made me want 
to help her. 

Q. Let’s think together. 
What Is a First Lady? 

A. It's actually a job that 
depends on each person. 
Each woman can give it a 
substance of her own. With 
me it’s complicated... 

Q. Why? 

A. Because I’m young, 
because I’m a mother of 
small children. I have my 
own career. That, obvious- 
ly, affects my public activi- 
ty, I still have lo see how to 
combine it.. I have to 
accompany the prime min- 
ister to functions... Mainly 
I will try to concentrate on 
the subject of children. 
There's almost no organi- 
sation in the country that 
hasn’t contacted me and 
requested that I be at its 
head! 

Q. in any case, as First 
Lady, what will yon 


adopt? On what will you 
concentrate? 

A. First of all, on raising 
ray own children in the best 
and most appropriate way. 
You know, the Israeli 
media won’t., leave us 
alone, leave them alone... 

Q. Does the prime min- 
ister share his decisions, 
his preoccupations with 
you? 

A. We are really partners, 
we talk a lot. He doesn’t 
tell me national secrets, no. 

Q. Who is your role 
model as a First Lady? 

A. Each one has her 
points. 

Q. Benyamin 

Netanyahu used you and 
the children during the 
campaign. This was not 
previously done here in 
Israel and be was criti- 
cised for it 

A. But who knows as 
well as yourself that it’s the 
American way? 

Q. He was criticised for 
an American campaign! 

A. But in America — as 
you will agree — there are 
also some good things... 

Q. Yes, things that are 
suitable for America^. 

A. Yes, but America has 
such good things, that we 
could learn from, why not? 
For us, the family cam- 
paign was suitable. It just 
suited us. 

Q. Will you work for the 
advancement of women’s 
position in Israel? 

A. More than that I want 
to concentrate on the chil- 
dren. Z don’t want to say 
too much... 

(Sarah — has a problem 
with women. Al the end of 
the interview she com- 
plains that women are not 
able to accept one another, 
and ‘'they an jealous !” I 
point out to her, quietly, 
that: "My women friends 
are just as successful as 
myself and we do accept 
one another. It's all a mat- 
ter of self- confidence!" 
Sarah — clearly — was not 
convinced.) 

Q. You talk about “chil- 
dren". Maybe we can be 
more specific. What 
exactly on the subject of 
children wflj you work 
for? 

A. I just understand more 
about children (than other 
women). It is a general sub- 
ject which I support. There 
are many technical prob- 
lems that stop women from 
advancing in Israel. For 
example, the subject of 
child-care, and I, as is well- 
known, suffer from it 
myself — it's not organ- 
ised. So I am involved, the 
subject of day-care for chil- 
dren must be improved, so 
that women can concen- 
trate on their own careers... 

Q. Please describe for 
me “a day in the life of 
Sara Netanyahu.” 

A. I don't have a perma- 
nent schedule. The prime 
minister and I have been 
constantly moving. This is 
our third move in the last 
two years, and this move, 
you know, will not be the 
last one. (The prime minis- 
ter's official home in 
Jerusalem is now being 
renovated. Meanwhile, the 
Netanyahus moved to a res- 
idence used previously by 
Shimon Peres). Until now 
we have lived is a student’s 
flat, really! Only 80 square 
metres, nobody would 
believe that the head of the 
opposition lives that way, 
and besides that. I’m look- 
ing for a nanny... 

Q. We’ll get to that 
later! 

A. I also dedicate at least 
one hour a day to answer 
letters that I receive, to read 
newspapers. I get so many 
letters! It is a very busy 
day... . 

Q. How do you use your 
free time? 

A. At this point I don’t 
have any — I really don’t! 

Q. It sounds difficult, do 
you eiyoy it? 

A. Enjoy some free time 
— No! I enjoy doing... the 
opportunity to meet fasci- 
nating people: In Jordan, in 
the U.S., we have already 
developed some contacts! 

Q. What has made the 
biggest impression on you 


during these last weeks? 

A. I visited Schneider 
Hospital. I left there very 
impressed! 

Q. Why? 

A. The 21st century has 
reached Israel. The 
machinery, the conditions... 

Q. Hillary Clinton once 
said to me: "Vote for one 
— get two!”: Do you 
agree with her? 

A. Israel is more chauvin- 
istic than America. I didn’t 
actually run, nor was I 
elected. I obtained a repre- 
sentative position due to 
the circumstances. Actually 
I have no functional capac- 
ity. 

Q. Then what capacity 
do you have? 

A. 2 have no functional 
capacity. But there is much 
empathy from the public. 
There is admiration from 
the people. There are warm 
approaches. They come 
from private people, but 
also from organisations. 
More than 70 associations 
have approached me. 

Q. Sarah, that isn’t real- 
ly the picture that is given 
by the media-. 

A. No. But you must 
know that people don’t 
really buy what the media 
is selling them. I know, I 
get letters... 

Q. In any case, how do 
you deal with the media? 
With the different 
affairs? The nanny and 
all the others. 

A. We don't acknowledge 
it, they are just envious. 

Q. Envious of you? 

A. It also has to do with 
the left-wing! How does it 
dare to be on the right and 
on the left also... They (the 
Left-wingers) are not will- 
ing to accept! It’s easier to 
attack the prime minis ter 
through . me, through foe 
children, everything in the 
media is cheap — incor- 
rect . full of lies. Look, I’ve 
met with some First 
Ladies... names are not 
important... (actually 
Hillary Clinton did not 
meet her, so the only other 
one could be Queen Noor?) 
who had heard reports 
about the attacks on me. 
They reached the same 
conclusion. 

Q. Which conclusion? 

A. That it’s all — jeal- 
ousy. But we don’t pay any 
attention, we go on, in the 
end — they’ll get used to 
it! 

Q. You mentioned your 
own career and integrat- 
ing Into your new posi- 
tion. 

A. Yes? 

Q. About what career 
are you actually talking 
about? 

A. I am a psychologist. I 
now have two choices: 
Either to work in my pro- 
fession, or to go on work- 
ing at my doctorate. I don't 
know if that will work out 
with security... (no, don’t 
give security details, just 
write tha t : “There are secu- 
rity restrictions...”). And it 
seems to me that due to 
restrictions the doctorate 
will be the best option. 

Q. Do you remember 
the exact moment when 
you knew that your hus- 
band had been elected? 

A. We went to sleep. We 
were in a hotel. It happened - 
actually in the middle of 
the night I was not sur- 
prised, we had travelled 
that day - throughout the 
country. We felt., we felt 
the warmth, the love. We 
knew, even when it was 
announced that (Shimon) 
Peres had won — we were 
not worried, and we went 
to sleep very relaxed! 

Q. What was the first 
thing that came to your 
head when yon finally 
knew — “We won!”? 

A. I immediately thought: 
"Does Yair (her small son 
who took part in foe elec- 
tions and was pho- 
tographed with his parents) 
know?- When will he 
know?' I thought -of how to 
team up with him, bring 
him to Tel Aviv -from the 
kradergarteo in Jerusalem. 
And about foe litde one, we 
knew that he wouldn’t 
understand... 

Q. When you were a lit- 
tle girl, what did you 
want to be when yon grew 


op? 

A. A teacher, like all my 
teachers. Only after my 
army service — I served as 
psycho-technical tester — 
did the decision to become 
a psychologist take hold. 
You know I was an excel- 
lent student in science. 

Q. At the university? 

A. In high school, I even 
thought of taking the direc- 
tion of a science profes- 
sion. And besides that, I 
wanted to be a journalist. 

Q. What is the worst 
misconception about 
you? 

A. All! Everything! All 
those that attack me have 
not sat with me one-to-one, 
like yourself. I am much 
more of a realist than I am 
represented as being. On 
the one hand 1 am pictured 
as being domineering, a 
snob. On the other, submis- 
sive and obedient So let 
them decide! Either one, or 
the other... I get telegrams 
from people that have met 
me, of flight attendants that 
worked with me once in El- 
AJ. They all roar about 
what is being done to me. 

Q. What will be an 
accomplishment for yon 
during your husband’s 
cadence? 

A. To raise my children 
as wetl as possible. It's 
very difficult., if I can 
manage to keep the family 
framework: Vacations, 

weekends, that people will 
begin to see foe prime min- 
ister in a more humane way 
— that he is also a hus- 
band, a father. That they 
won't attack him for taking 
a half-hour stroll with his 
wife and children (was it 
because the spot was 
closed to the public while 
. .they strolled?) because 
politically he is doing a lot! 
He has fantastic anus! 

Q. Which? 

A. All the breakthroughs 
for peace... 

Q. Do you identify with 
his political problems? 

A. Definitely! These are 
political problems of peo- 
ple who want peace! Peace 
with security! The contacts 
made by my husband with 
(Hosni) Mubarak, Egypt's 
president The contacts I 
have made with Jordan’s 
Queen... 

Q. Significant contacts? 
A. Definitely! Also with 
the Princess (The wife of 
Grown Prince Hassan). 

(Since I didn’t feel like 
arguing with Sarah about 
die very short visit by 
Netanyahu to Mubarak, 
since in any case the inten- 
tions are good for him to 
act as mediator, and the no 
less shorter visit that she 
and her husband made to 
Jordan — 7 didn ’t continue 
with the subject and drove 
towards the end.) 

Q. In any case, Sarah, I 
haven’t understood, what 
wifi be considered an 
achievement in your eyes, 
at the end of four years? 

A. If there are in Israel 
less suffering children. Yes, 
that will be an achieve- 
ment. 

Q* Please be more spe- 
cific! Exactly what are 
yon saying? 

A. Look, there are many 
problems in Israel. The cre- 
ation of non-profit organi- 
sations. When I was in 
Washington, I was taken on 
a school tour. They do fan- 
tastic things. 1 Of course, 
they have the -means. I was 
very impressed. I was also 
very impressed — and I 
must say this! — with my 
visit to foe Schneider Hos- 
pital. And if there will be 
less stigmas! That is a sub- 
ject — you know? — that 
Tipper Gore is also inter- 
ested in! 

That was it, Sarah is pho- 
tographed with me, still 
thinking of why people 
(women!) don V approve of 
her. She stzys good-bye. 
Later on. her spokesman 
comes back, perspiring , 
apologising: “We have no 
money, would you 
mind???" 
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AFM price index advances 
2%, closes at 142.54 points 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Price rose by 
more than two per cent at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) last week as 
stocks were buoyed by a 
series of economic liberali- 
sation measures announced 
by the government and 
expectations that Jordanian 
companies would benefit 
from the oil-for-food agree- 
ment between Iraq and the 
United Nations, brokers 
said Friday. 

Contributing to enthusi- 
asm in the market is also 
indications that the stocks 
of some of the smaller 
banks could rise as a result 
of their acquisition by 
major banks as all commer- 
cial banks in Jordan are 
moving towards raising 
their capital to JD 20 mil- 
lion before the end of the 
year, the brokers said. 

The weekly report of the 
AFM said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was 
3.5 million dinars com- 
pared with the previous 
week's 2.65 million dinars. 
It said 2.9 million shares 
changed hands under 2,645 
deals struck during the 
week, with average daily 
trading at 700,000 dinars 


compared with the previous 
week's 500,000 dinars. 

The official AFM share 
price index based on 60 
major companies closed at 

142.54 points, up three 
points or two per cent from 
the week's opening of 

139.54 points, the report 
said. 

The gains were further 
translated as 2.7 per cent 
for commercial banks and 
financial institutions, 1.19 
per cent for industrials and 
1.08 per cent for insurance 
firms. Service sector shares 
dipped by 0.0S per cent. 

Industrials accounted for 
1.79 million dinars of the 
weekly turnover, followed 
by commercial banks and 
financial institutions with 
1.26 million dinars, service 
sector firms with 480,000 
dinars and insurance com- 
panies with 12.000 dinars. 

Shares of 90 companies 
were involved in the week’s 
trading, with 35 of them 
closing with gains, 34 slip- 
ping and 21 remaining 
unchanged, the AFM report 
said. 

The Pearl In ves table 
Index, maintained by the 
private sector Pearl Con- 
sulting. showed that stocks 
of commercial banks and 
financial institutions 


gained 2.03 per cent, insur- 
ance firms 0.14 per cent 
and industrials by 0.15 per 
cent while service sector 
companies dipped 0.16 per 
cent. 

Pearl's sectoral indices 
showed a further split up; 
Commercial banks gained 
1.76 per cent, investment 
banks 0.43 per cent, spe- 
cialised credit institutions 
2.21 per cent and Islamic 
banks 1.36 per cent. 

In the services sector, 
energy firms gained 0.68 
per cent, investment and 
real estate firms 0.64 per 
cent. Tourism companies 
and hotels slipped by 0.29 
per cent and transportation 
firms 0.19 per cent Shares 
of companies in the press 
sector remained unchanged 
for the week. 

In the industrial sector, 
mining firms gained 1.93 
per cent, chemical and 
petroleum companies shed 
0.71 per cent, construction 
businesses gained 0.24 per 
cent, and supply, consump- 
tion firms dipped by 3. OS 
per cent and pharmaceuti- 
cals lost by 0.28 per cent 

Ch aining in the industrial 
sector were stocks of engi- 
neering firms (0.2 per cent) 
and textiles (1 .42 percent). 

Brokers attributed to the 


recovery in prices to enthu- 
siam sparked by a package 
of liberalisation measures 
announced by Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and indications that despite 
the strain in political ties 
between Amm an and 
Baghdad Jordanian busi- 
nesses stood to benefit 
from Iraq’s oil-for-food 
deal with the United 
Nations. 

“Several Jordanian com- 
panies seem to have 
received explicit assur- 
ances from Iraq that Bagh- 
dad will give them priority 
while placing orders for 
food and medicine as well 
as other related items that 
are permissible for exports 
to Iraq," said a broker. 

Investors also drew heav- 
ily from the measures 
announced by Mr. Kabariti 
that included customs duty 
exemption for export-ori- 
ented imports and liber- 
alised procedures for cus- 
toms clearance for imports. 

“Many investors are 
expecting that these mea- 
sures will be followed by 
further moves that should 
encourage investment in 
the country and increase 
the profitability of export- 
oriented industries," added 
the broker. 


Middle East bank created 


UNITED NATIONS 
(USIA) — The United 
States and Russia Thursday 
formally opened the agree- 
ment for the Bank for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Development in the Middle 
East and North Africa, 
paving the way for econom- 
ic and commercial integra- 
tion of the region and hope- 
fully bolstering the sagging 
peace process. 

Representatives of the two 
nations, cosponsors of the 
Middle East peace process, 
deposited the agreement 
with the U.N. secretary gen- 
eral and declared the pact 
open for signatures by 
prospective members. The 
bank will be located in 
Cairo. It can begin opera- 
tions once perspective mem- 
bers complete their domes- 
tic ratifications and the 
agreement enters into force. 

The bank has capital of 
$3,300 million and drawing 
rights of about $5,000 mil- 
lion, the founders said. 

“This unique new institu- 
tion. the result of an historic 
joint proposal by Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan, and the Pales- 
tinians, is designed to sup- 
port the Middle East peace 
process by strengthening 
and expanding the economic 
foundation necessary for a 
durable peace in the region." 
a joint U.S.-Russian state- 
ment said. 

The agreement, according 
to the joint statement, “will 
promote private sector 


investment, regional infra- 
structure development and 
regional economic coopera- 
tion." The project bank will 
complement the work of 
existing institutions such as 
the World Bank and "will 
support regional efforts to 
establish an open, competi- 
tive regional economy char- 
acterised by cooperative 
relations and sustainable 
economic growth," the state- 
ment added.U.S. Ambas- 
sador Edward Gnehm said 
the United States believes 
the bank will play a crucial 
role in the peace process. 

The fundamental aim of 
the agreement is “to set up a 
bank unique to the Middle 
East to deal with regional 
development projects, to 
help economic dialogue in 
the region, and to be specif- 
ically tailored to the prob- 
lems of the region and bring 
the economic benefits of 
peace to people," said Mr. 
Gnehm. the deputy perma- 
nent representative to the 
UJN. 

“We know that peace 
becomes durable, perma- 
nent, and reinforced when 
people feel the benefits of 
peace and that means in 
their lives, that means their 
income, that means their 
jobs, and that means their 
economic well-being." the 


U.S. ambassador said. 

Russian Ambassador Vasi- 
ly Sidorov noted that the 
bank adds two dimensions 
to the Mideast peace effort. 

The Middle East bank 
“has a political dimension; it 
has an economic dimension 
as well,” Mr. Sidorov said 
"We believe it is of specific 
importance right now 
because the peace process 
in the Middle East is not in 
its best shape." 

The bank “has a certain 
symbolic importance under- 
lining that we — as co- 
sponsors of this peace 
process — still attach para- 
mount importance to push- 
ing ahead with this process 
and we believe this fact will 
have certain positive influ- 
ence on the peace process in 
the Middle East." said Mr. 
Sidorov, 

Both envoys appeared 
confident that the peace 
process would continue and 
the bank would soon be sup- 
porting water projects and 
other development efforts 
along with social pro- 
grammes. 


First major overhaul of Jordan’s AFM will 
‘transform the stock exchange radically’ 



By Suleiman AI KTial jdi 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
plans to introduce a new 
securities law by year end 
which will radically reform 
its bourse tqjoelp i| .compete, 
refgpnaily „a fe* I ^foreign . 

?ctor has.^gji(r.j . . 

law liopefully will be 
issued before the end of the 
year and will aim at enhanc- 
ing the efficiency, trans- 
parency and the overall per- 
formance of the stock mar- 
ket, and encouraging for- 
eign investment." said 
Umayya Toufcan director 
general of the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM). 

Dr. Toukan told Reuters 
the new law, the first major 
overhaul of the AMF since 
it was set up in 1978 would 


“transform the exchange 
radically" to enhance its 
regional competitiveness to 
attract foreign funds. 

The law, part of Jordan’s 
wider IMF-backed reforms, 
will lgqsen the. state’s grip 
, oyerrhe bourse and.encour- 
age. faster and clearer pre- 
sentation of 1 company 
results. 

The securities law, drafted 
with World Bank assis- 
tance, restructures the 
AFM, which now combines 
the running of the stock 
market with a regulatory 
role. 

It sets up a government 
watchdog, the Securities 
Exchange Commission 
(SEC) to oversee two new 
private-sector bodies. 

The first is die Amman 
Securities Exchange, which 


will run the market’s daily 
operations under the guid- 
ance of the SEC. The sec- 
ond is the centra] deposito- 
ry body for settlement and 
clearing of stock, which 
will centralise and automate 
the ? purrer# . jnanual share 
settlement, which involves 
cu mbeHome paperwork. 1 

The exchange and the 
central depository body will 
both have boards of direc- 
tors composed of licensed 
financial brokerage firms. 

The SEC with wide rang- 
ing powers to regulate and 
supervise all trading of 
securities will license bro- 
kerage firms. Dr. Toukan 
said. 

The new law also regu- 
lates Jordan's first mutual 
funds, with managers’ 
accreditation falling under 


SEC jursdiction. 

Dr. Tbukan said the AFM 
will be helped by the Paris 
Bourse and die French 
stock market's central 
depository and clearing 
body SICOVAM to auto^ ■ 


mate the stock market's 
operations within a year. 

A tender to construct a 
purpose-built stock 

exchange is expected soon 
with a completion target 
. within 1 8 months^ 



ACROSS 
1 Annie Oakley 
5 Biblical name of 
Syria 
9 Taxis 

13 Self-evident 
truth 

15 Be defeated 

16 Site of Taj 
Mahal 

17 Fitzgerald's wife 

1 8 Dutch colonist 

19 Brad 

20 Book by Tolstoy 

23 — carte 

26 Theater award 

27 Literary device 

28 Fine 

30 Tribe 

31 Silky fabric 

32 Lads 

33 Lady of Spain: 
abbr. 

36 Dill, old style 

37 College 
professor 

38 And others: 
abbr. 

39 Dictionary: abbr. 

40 River in Hades 

42 Moon goddess 

44 Additional 

45 More grouchy 

46 Greek 
philosopher 

48 Baseball 
stadium 

49 After 
deductions 

50 Book by Pearl 
Buck 

53 Horse 

54 Couple 

55 Spooky 

59 Last of the 
Stuarts 

60 Sea eagle 

61 Oxeye 

62 Annoying 
person 

63 Oboe 

64 Cupola 

DOWN 

1 La— .Bolivia 

2 Hatchet 

3 Part of RSVP 
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4 Carbonated 
water 

5 City on the 
Hudson 

6 Abounding in 
certain birds 

7 Confused 

8 Lightheartedly 

9 Howitzer 

10 Encore! 

11 Salty 

12 Room in a casa 
14 Cloak 

21 Memo 

22 Time periods 

23 Shock: var. 

24 Sierra — 

25 Ell 

29 Envoy*, abbr. 

30 Swindle 

32 Fight in the ring 

33 Mug 

34 Wife of a rajah 

35 Wide awake 

37 Stain 

38 Moose 

40 Explorer De — 

41 Policeman 
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42 Court litigant 

43 Jubilant 

44 Lodestone 

45 Divided 

46 Call 

47 Has a tendency 
46 Large fishing net 


50 Two-wheeled 
carnage 

51 Confront boldly 

52 Uppermost part 

56 — de Janeiro 

57 Doctrine 

58 Needle opening 


TH1 BETTER HALF„ By Glasbergen 
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“You and I make a good team, 
but I wish we’d score more often!” 


A 


JORDAN TOURISM INVESTMENTS 

has a new teiepone number 



Fax 552-6785 

Starting from the 1st of September 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|0 by K«nri Arnold and Mika Arglrtan 


UnscramWetbBse foufJumbies, j 
one letter to each square, to Ycwrfri 
four ordinary words. 
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HESOW 
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DIFFICULT TO PO 
WHEN YOU’VE HAP 
ONE TOO MANY. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


QCD 1X7 


Vbsterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbfes: PRIME BUMP SALOON MORTAR 
Answer She got to this by dyeing her hair — 

THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM 


Peanuts 



ACTUALLY, IT MUST BE A 
NICE CHANGE TO BE SERV6P 
BY A' CUTE WAITRESS.. 



Andy Capp 
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HOROSCOPE 
forecast FOR 

s VTURDAY AUGUST 
31- 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Before you 
revi.se outside duties 
today, get the approval of 
loved ones and study 
them further, so you do 
not cause difficulties to 
ensue. Drive more care- 
fully on the high wav this 
evening thereby avoiding 
accidents. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 2 1 > Some changes in 
routines today should be 
studied well before 
putting them in operation 
or you could experience 
the wrath of an authority 
figure who wifi not be 
pleased. Later this 
evening you can go out on 
the town with friends. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You see new 
methods to add to your 
abundance today, however 
don't act too quickly 
without first studying the 
situation more closely or 
you could get into diffi- 
culty with "some bigwig 
and' this would not be 
advisable. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) A 
close friend can assist you 
today to gain a desire, 
however don't be 
demanding if you want 
good results and contin- 
ued good rapport with 
him or her. This evening 
will be good for going out 
with your mate and have 
some fim. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You are inspired about 
some new career activities 
today however after you 
tackle them you may have 
some difficulty which you 
had not considered in the 
first place. Be steadfast in 
your decision and you can 
be successful. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You may 
fijpd that another person 
lay may get in the way 
of your finest goals so 
don't be discouraged with 
the initial results and keep 
plugging away and you 
will gain your success. 
You can double efforts in 
the days ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Do nothing 
today which could disturb 
someone who is of a prac- 
tical nature concerning 
some important career 
activities. This person can 
be a great help, so gain as 
much experience as you 
possibly can at this time. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) A new 
interest seem very inter- 
esting to you today how- 
ever make sure you 
apprise yourself of hidden 
factors or you could find 
yourself in quite a diffi- 
culty with those in author- 
ity who could make your 
career in jeopardy. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21 ) An emotional mat- 
ter may seem fine today, 
however the other person 
involved in this situation 
could back out. Be 
thoughtful of your mate 
later this evening and you 
will see that he or she will 
be very romantic. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Someone who is acting on 
your sympathies today is 
best to be avoided or "you 
could find yourself in the 
situation of explaining 
vour activities to some 
bigwig. Gain gratitude 
and add prestige to your 
reputation by assisting a 
bigwig. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) You begin 
regular activities wisely 
today, however later you 
decide to make changes 
concerning some new 
project and this will not 
please those in authority. 
Reconsider your decision 
and you can gain much 
success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Any entertain- 
ments today planned will 
require more attention in 
the days ahead if not 
worked out properly, S o 
you should think out anv 

possible change of action 

Later this evening meet 

I™ . a knowledgeable 
individual. ^ ie 

Birthstoneof August* 
Peridot — Golden-' 
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A twUsvr m news from lh« Arsifair presfr 


Arab Gulf states likely to employ about 
60,000 Jordanians over next 12 months 


** LABOUR MINISTER Abdul Hafez 
A1 Shakbanbeh expects the Jordanian 
workforce that will be employed in the 
Arab Gulf countries over the next twelve 
months to be between 50,000 and 60,000 
persons working in all types of jobs. The 
minister described the ties with Arab 
Gulf states, especially Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain. Qatar and Oman, as “excellent’' 
particularly in the area on employing Jor- 
danian labour. He indicated that Jordani- 
ans are gradually returning to the United 
Arab Emirates and that the Kuwaiti pri- 
vate sector has started to employ some 
qualified Jordanian h anking personnel. 
Dr. Shakbanbeh stressed that Jordan 
seeks to expand ties with the Arab Gulf 
states to open more employment oppor- 
tunities fof Jordanians. 

The mini ster said that the Jordanian 
labour market is in need of about 150,000 
foreign or “guest” workers to fill jobs 
shunned by Jordanians, especially in the 
construction sector. He indicated that 


there are about 350.000 guest workers at 
present in Jordan and that the extra num- 
ber will be replaced gradually within the 
framework of a series of measures being 
taken by the concerned authorities to 
organise the labour market. Dr. Shakhan- 
beh said t hat recently some 8.000 job 
opportunities were created for Jordanians 
by having them replace guest workers in 
the local market. 

According to the miniser, there are 
about 26.000 foreign maids in Jordan and 
that their legal status from the standpoint 
of residency and fees will be rectified. He 
said there is no intention to send those 
maids away as demand for such jobs 
from Jordanian women is not much. 

Meanwhile, a senior Ministry of 
Labour official has said that Saudi Arabia 
will this week sign contracts with anoth- 
er 1,000 teachers in addition to the 2.500 
teachers who were contracted earlier fAJ 
Aswaq). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 , 


Happt| ttetys 


Soufti & S*buU (tyi 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

Pram Uthaina 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 




8 % DAJANI 

• irti/ri t rnn 


JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yoor cokror film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO phot* 
30% Auycr 


• Free malarg t 

20x30 


Shmeisani-* Opp. Griwttays 
Bank. Phone: w4042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




crown ram 

OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOl 


• TB'JNIS COURT 

* HEALTH CLUB 
•SAUNAS JACUZZ 


Tel: 758100 
Radio & tv station RD. 




ShsbA 

Suites 


m *d COMFORTABLY A 
air-conditioned 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

• FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN. 

• SATELLITE TV. A DIRECT 
DIAL TELEPHONE LINES. 

• FARE ON PREMISE S. 

• TV HALL. 


,u im V, Hl.HlSD 5,1 FIN 1 Y S I'ORF.S. 
mi..: 702WI ■ r\. X : 7II2‘WI 


FOR YOUR 
Advertisement 



If she asks 
>u for the 




FOR 
I RENT 

I OoiuXO Vilifis 

Ar'nar.merv.s 
?n Amman 


For details please oell 

Tel . §44230 
Fax. 864231 


AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



Offices for renl in an excellent central location 
Areas 120, 250, 450 square meters 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate delivery . Rates to be determined alter inspection 


Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 


DOLLAR 


MNrACtt 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 
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Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 31 -1 11 8 
Morcn Si. Daoucl Cfnint 


Amra Hotel Shops ! 
6th circle, Amman . f 
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a SERVICES 


■ BYBLOS | 
I 829882-829883 I 





FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers 


Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 
Telefax : ( 811395 ) 


it 


'A 












I v- 



Andre Agassi of the United States returns a shot from Leander Paes of India during 
second round action at the U.S. Open in New York. Agassi is the number six seed at 
the Open (Reuters photo) 

U.S. Open 


Escape artist Agassi 
reaches third round 

Graf, Muster, Sanchez through 

NEW YORK (AFP.) — 

Andre Agassi brought 
Leander Paes down to 
earth with a thud Thurs- 
day as the sixth-seeded 
American wriggled out of 
a one-set, four-game 
deficit to reach the third 
round of the U.S. Open 
tennis championships. 

“He was playing out-of- 
this-worid tennis,” said 
Agassi who trailed 3-6 
and 0-4 before winning 
IS of the last 19 games of 
the match. 

“It felt like I. was doing 
^letnrrything) I .coutd.^Q the 
‘ first ser. { *■ 

donat- 
ed fey serve. I was on his 
serve for most of the set, 
had a couple of deuce 
games, a couple of 15- 
30s. I just couldn’t break 
him because of the shots 
he was coming up with.” 

Agassi, the 1994 U.S. 

Open champion, won the 
match 3-6, 6-4, 6-1, 6-0. 

The momentum swung 
his way in the fifth game 

of the second set when he 

saved five break points to Sergi Brnguera of Spain returns a shot from Michael 

hold and launch a seven- $tich of Germany during second round action at the 

game whining streak. US. Open in New York (Reuters photo) 

After Paes held tor 1-1 , , , 

in the third. Agassi won and started going for the quarter-final, but won the 
the last 1 1 games of the line a bit more. I got hurt silver medal in Atlanta, 
match. it-’’ . . In women's second- 

“This is probably as Agassi lined up a third- r0 und matches, world 

• extreme as you get, to be round match with Jan number one top seed 

down 6-3, four-love, then bieraennx or me «= rj ra f rWendin«» 

to win the next 18 of 19 Netherlands, who beat T™ V™*’ fee defending 

games. I never ° would Spain's Carlos Moya 7-6 

nave thought at 6-3. four- (7/2), 6-4. 6A. Karin Kschwendt 6-2. 6-1 

love, that was it, he was Third-seeded Austrian m just 52 minutes, 
only going to get one Thomas Muster advanced Graf, who said a calf 

more game.” with less fuss, beating muscle injury kept her 

Agassi beat Paes in the Austrian qualifier Dirk from practising the week 

semifinals of the Atlanta DJer 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. before the tournament 

Olympics and went on to “In a Grand Slam, you sa j d ^ was satisfied 

win the gold medal. Paes get over in three sets, h match Hesoite a 

claimed the bronze. you’re very lucky and 

The 23-year-old Indian very happy,” Muster said. fcw t0 ° raaii y errors m the 

said he knew going into “You don't really want to games, 

the match that he would- play in the heat five sets “ me a little long 

n’t win a slug-fest with or something like that, to get into the match,” she 

Agassi. You want to keep your said. “I made a lot of mis- 

“My style of playing, I energy alive as long as takes in the beginning, 

can’t take on Andre too possible.” really rushed through 

much from the back of .In the third round ^ ints It took me a while 
the court,” he said “I felt Muster ^play two-ume calm dowo m 

if I caught his ball early, French Open champion . . . 0 1; _. , t 

before it kicked, I could Sergi Bruguera, who beat P° inls a Uttle *>*- 

pressurise him a lot. I was former Wimbledon cham- te E- . 

doing that. pion Michael Stich of Third-seeded Spaniard 

“Somewhere around Germany 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 

four-love, after that long Bruguera, whose rank- beat American Nicole 

game, I lost the rhythm on ing has fallen to 73rd in Arendt 6-2, 6-2 in the 

my serve. the world since he won night session on stadium 

“My first serve percent- his second straight French court, 

age started going down crown in 1994, had Seventh-seeded Czech 
after that I wasn’t able to surgery to repair torn lig- 

come into the net as am?nts in his right ankle Jana u , Novotaa also 

much... What was work- in December. He didn't reached the third round 

ing well against Andre is I play a tournament until with a 6-2, 4-6, 6-2 victo- 

was curling his angles off. February and only ry over Argentina's 

I changed my game plan reached one clay court Florencia Labat. 



and started going for the 
line a bit more. I got hurt 
from it.” 

Agassi lined up a third- 
round match with Jan 
Sieraerink of the 
Netherlands, who beat 
Spain's Carlos Moya 7-6 
(7/2), 6-4. 6-4. 

Third-seeded Austrian 
Thomas Muster advanced 
with less fuss, beating 
Austrian qualifier Dirk 
Dier 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. 

“In a Grand Slam, you 
get over in three sets, 
you’re very lucky and 
very happy," Muster said. 
“You don't really want to 
play in the heat five sets 
or something like that. 
You want to keep your 
energy alive as long as 
possible.” 

In tbe third round 
Muster will play two-time 
French Open champion 
Sergi Bruguera, who beat 
former Wimbledon cham- 
pion Michael Stich of 
Germany 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. 

Bruguera, whose rank- 
ing his Men to 73rd in 
the world since he won 
his second straight French 
crown in 1994, had 
surgery to repair torn lig- 
aments in his right ankle 
in December. He didn't 
play a tournament until 
February and only 
reached one clay court 


quarter-final, but won tbe 
silver medal in Atlanta. 

In women's second- 
round matches, world 
number one and top seed 
Steffi Graf, the defending 
champion, beat Austrian 
Karin Kschwendt 6-2. 6-1 
in just 52 minutes. 

Graf, who said a calf 
muscle injury kept her 
from practising the week 
before the tournament, 
said she was satisfied 
with her match, despite a 
few too many errors in the 
early games. 

“It took me a little long 
to get into the match," she 
said. ‘1 made a lot of mis- 
takes in the beginning, 
really rushed through 
points. It took me a while 
to calm dowo and start 
playing points a Uttle bet- 
ter.” 

Third-seeded Spaniard 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
beat American Nicole 
Arendt 6-2, 6-2 in the 
night session on stadium 
court. 

Seventh-seeded Czech 
Jana Novotna also 
reached the third round 
with a 6-2, 4-6, 6-2 victo- 
ry over Argentina’s 
Florencia Labat. 


Bowe fined, promoter 
suspended for brawl 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Riddick Bowe was fined $250,000 
and his promoter. Rock Newman, was banned from any 
events involving Bowe for a year as a result of a post-fight 
brawl here last month. 

Bowe’s fight at Madison Square Garden with Poland's 
Andrew Golota was halted with 27 seconds remaining in 
the seventh round when Golota was disqualified for a series 
of low blows. 

Cornermen for both fighters began brawling moments 
after the bout was halted and the melee spread into the 
spectator's section. 

Under terms of an agreement, Bowe and Newman will 
forfeit $250,000 of the purse, $200,000 going to the State 
of New York and $50,000 going to charity. 

Newman and his Spencer promotions had its promoter’s 
license suspended until July 31, 1997. And because New 
Jersey, Nevada and other states will honour the New York 
ban, Newman is effectively shut out of the fight game until 
next August 

“These penalties are unprecedented in the boxing com- 
munity,” New York State Athletic Commission Chairman 
Floyd Patterson said. 

“Clearly these disciplinary measures send the message 
that this type of violent and outrageous conduct will not be 
tolerated in our state.” 

Newman cannot be involved in the likely rematch 
between Bowe and Golota, planned for December in 
Atlantic City. Lou Duva, Golota's manager, will likely pro- 
mote the bouL 

Bernard Brooks, a vice president of Newman's promo- 
tion firm, must resign his post and cannot be employed by 
Bowe or Newman for one year. 

Jason Harris, a member of Bowe's entourage who was 
videotaped attacking Golota with a cellular phone, was 
permanently banned from being employed by Newman or 
Bowe. 


Cleveland sore as Ravens 
soar in Baltimore 


BALTIMORE Maryland (AFP) — Imagine your beloved 
leaves you for another, then you steal someone else s lover 
for yourself. 

There is joy mingled with sorrow and regret and far too 
many tears are shed by all. 

Now you know how American football fans here feel 
about the Baltimore Ravens' home game Sunday against 
Oakland, the first regular-season National Football League 
(NFL) contest in this city since 1983. 

On a dark and snowy March night in 1984, owner Robert 
Irsay moved the NFL Colts from here to Indianapolis for a 
richer deal. 

For 12 seasons, fans suffered. Nearby teams could not fill 
the void. 

>Then came Art Modell, whose Cleveland Browns drew 
. .loyal support of .more, than 70,000 >. game but Struggled 
financially and on the. field. Model)- is among the few NFL 
owners whose funds came from the team. 

Modell searched for a better deal and found NFL-hungiy 
Baltimore, so he announced at mid-season last year the 
club would move for this year. The Browns lost seven of 
their final eight games and fen club members from as far 
away as Japan, Australia and England were outraged. 

Clevelanders fought and kept rights to the name and col- 
ors for a promised replacement club in 1999 if a new sta- 
dium is built. But the “dog pound” section of noisy fans sits 
empty. Residents are in a quandry about who they should 
root for. They know who to root against. 

Not even hometown literary giant Edgar Allan Poe. 
whose poem “The Raven” inspired tbe nickname choice, 
would have written such a dark and twisted tale. Baltimore 
fans know the pain Clevelanders now feel. 

“Cleveland made Modell and then he did them wrong. He 
is no better than Irsay,” said Wayne Wise, a Ravens season- 
ticket holder. 

Players cannot escape the spiritual tug-of-war. Ravens 
centre Steve Everitt wears a Cleveland Browns bandanna 
under his helmet. 

“I have got an awful lot of people back in Cleveland I still 
talk to and I wanted to let them know I haven't forgotten 
them,” he said. 

Baltimore's fen club, the Raven maniacs, might be the 
only ones who love this team, which has come to symbol 
the ownership greed that has prompted five franchise shift 
bids by NFL owners in three years. 

“This team wifi be hated everywhere outside of balti- 
more,” NFL television commentator Bob Trumpy said. 
“Art ModelTs actions were criminal. 1 wish them nothing 
but bad.” 

Trumpy will be among 260 reporters from around the 
world at the Raiders-Ravens game, where Oakland will be 
without injured quarterback Jeff Hostetler and at the mercy 
of fans who have waited 12 years for this day. 

“I get goose bumps walking into this place again ” fen 
Dennis Clampitt said as he walked into Memorial Stadium, 
the Ravens’ home for two years while a new 200 million- 
dofiar “nest” is built. 

Clampitt needed a bank loan to afford the $6,000 it took 
to purchase the right to buy season tickets. The money will 
help pay for fee stadium. 

The most respectful act so far came when receiver 
Michael Jackson caught the first touchdown in Ravens’ his- 
tory in an exhibition game, then gave a fan sitting behind 
fee end zone fee football. 

“They waited 12 years for this.” he said. “It's the least I 
can do." 

Other openers Sunday find Arizona at Indianapolis, 
Atlanta at Carolina, Cincinnati at St. Louis. Detroit at 
Minnesota. Green Bay at Tampa Bay, New England at 
Miami, Kansas City at Houston, 

Philadelphia at Washington, New Orleans ax San 
Francisco. Seattle at San Diego, Pittsburgh at Jacksonville. 
Buffalo at fee New Yotk Giants and Denver hosting fee 
New York Jets. Reigning NFL champion Dallas opens 
Monday at Chicago. 





JADE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


fiPNEMA 7 3; . TEL$677420 . ^ 

CONCORD “I”. 

Arnold Schwarzeneggar 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Ahmad Zaki....in 
Naser 56 (Arable) 

Shows: 12:00, 3:15. 5:45. 8:15, 10:45 


Stubborn Strachan facing FA wrath 


COVENTRY (AFP) — Gordon Strachan, 
one of fee most respected figures in British 
football, faced a heavy fine and a possible 
ban on Friday after causing the temporary 
abandonment of a reserve match. 

The 39-year-oid assistant manager at 
Coventry and former Scottish international 
was booked by referee Tony Green for dis- 
sent after only 10 minutes of the Pontins 
league game at West Brora on Thursday. 

Six minutes later Strachan was given his 
marching orders for foul and abusive lan- 
guage but refused to leave fee field. 

Green asked fee Coventry bench if they 
could intervene to persuade Ron Atkinson's 
deputy to leave fee pitch. 

But when this was unsuccessful, the offi- 
cial decided be had no option but to pick up 
fee ball, signal to bis linesmen and walk off 
fee pitch. 

Eleven minutes later, the game was final- 
ly restarted without Strachan but fee FA 
have already called for Green to fex them 



Rustam Boidakov of Dinamo - Moscow grimaces as he catches a ball during a 
match against Olympiakos - Athens in an international club basketball tourna- 
ment ‘•’Trofej Beograd" in Belgrade. Olympiakos won the match 69-60 (Reuters 
photo) 

Mariners win; Angels rout Yankees 


SEATTLE (R) — Mark 
Whiten's grand slam wife 
two outs in fee botttom of 
fee ninth inning lifted fee 
Seattle Mariners to a wild 9- 
6 win over fee Baltimore 
Orioles Thursday. 

Whiten, hitless in his pre- 
vious seven at-bats. 
smacked fee first pitch he 
saw from closer Randy 
Myers (3-4) over fee right- 
field wall for his third 
career grand slam. 

It was Myers' seventh 
blown save of the season as 
the Orioles, who blew a 5-2 
lead and carried a 6-5 mar- 
gin from fee sixth into fee 
ninth, lost for just fee third 
time in 61 contests when 
leading after eight. 

Alex Rodriguez started 
fee rally wife his fifth hit of 
fee game, establishing a 
new career mark for the 
American League batting 
leader. Rodriguez, who had 
a pair of doubles and has 
seven consecutive hits, is 
hitting a major-league best 
.373 this season. 

After Rodriguez singled, 
Ken Griffey Jr. walked and 
myers got Edgar Martinez 
to bounce into what should 
have been a double play. 
But Orioles shortstop Cal 
Ripken booted the bail and 
Baltimore had to settle for a 


force at second. 

Jay Buhner then popped 
out and myers walked 
pinch-hitter Brian Hunter to 
set fee stage for Whiten. 

Norm Charlton (3-6) 
notched fee victory by 
pitching a scoreless ninth. 

Seattle (70-63) is five 
games behind fee Texas 
Rangers in fee AL. West but 
pulled into a tie wife Balti- 
more and a virtual tie wife 
fee Chicago White Sox (71- 
64) in the wild-card race. 

At California. Garret 
Anderson belted a grand 
slam in fee first innin g and 
drove in a career-high seven 
runs and Jim Edmonds 
homered and added three 
RBI to lead fee Angels to a 
14-3 rout of fee reeling New 
York Yankees. 

The Angels wasted no 
rime in getting to starter 
Wally Whitehurst (i-1 ). 

California exended its 
lead to 7-0 in the fourth 
against reliever Brian 
Boehringer. Gary Disarcina 
singled and scored on 
Velarde's double before 
Edmonds followed wife his 
25fe homer. 

The Angels set a season 
high for runs and banged 
out seven doubles to snap a 
three-game losing streak. 
The Yankees have lost five 


straight and 14 of their last 
20 games. 

Whitehurst was drilled for 
four runs and four hits in 
one-plus innings in his sec- 
ond start of the season. 

Joe Girard i hit a two-run 
homer for New York. 

In Detroit. Bobby 
Higginson’s solo homer off 
fee facing of the third deck 
in right field snapped a tie 
and sparked a three-run 
eighth inning as fee Tigers 
defeated fee Kansas City 
Royals 4-1 to end a three- 
game losing streak. 

In Milwaukee. Frank 
Rodriguez pitched his third 
complete game and Roberto 
Kelly drove in two runs to 
lead fee Minnesota Twins to 
a 6-1 victory over fee 
Brewers. 

Rodriguez ( 13-10) 
allowed one run and nine 
hits wife two walks and four 
strikeouts. Wife bis 13th 
victory, he got fee most 
wins by any twins pitcher 
since John Smiley and 
Kevin Tapani each won 16 
in 1992. 

Kelly had an RBI single in 
the second inning and 
homered in fee sixth, help- 
ing Minnesota return to the 
■500 mark at 67-67. The 
Twins have won 10 of their 
last 13 road games. 




his report ot the incident. ■ 

Sindian's senior professional suras 
his position in the Coventp mana emeat 

team, are unlikely to help h,s ^ s ' u ™j mlld 
A laree fine and an extended bar uwB 
follow, although the FA were reluctant this 
morning to give too much £ ^ a >- , 

FA spokesman Stew Double smd. t* 

asked for the report from the referee. We 

will study it and decide w hut actio 
after the weekend." 

Coventry chairman Brvan 
said it was unlikely the club would take any 

disciplinary action against Strachan. 

“It is a verv unfortunate situation. I know 
Gordon welf. He is extremely competitive 
at all times bur if he felt he had done somt- 
feins sufficiently wrong to be sent olt. he 
would be prepared to go.' said Richurasoa. 

“I think he just wanted to know why he 
was beins sent off. One could really do wife 
a bit of calrr and common sense in a situa- 
tion like this. 


t Bmmmiii Theatre {/ Cinema 

$ ” —7^:618274-618^. 3 • ' 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

— • TEL; 6251 55 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please caff 
625155-640155 
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This is a double exposure of Ramon Martinez of the Los Angeles Dodgers (left) 
and his brother Pedro Martinez of the Montreal Expos, made during action in 
Montreal. This is the first game that brothers have faced off in the Major League 
since Greg and Mike Maddux on July 31, 1988. Only six brother combos have 
started against one another in Major League history (Reuters photo) 


New managers set sights on ’98 World Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — Glen Hod- 
dle leads a string of new 
managers who this week- 
end begin the task of trying 
to qualify their countries 
for the 1998 World Cup 
finals in France. 

The 3S-year-oJd, whose 


who esceped defeat only 
once in the European cham- 
pionship qualifiers when 
they drew 0-0 at home to 
Poland. 

Denmark, the 1992 Euro- 
pean champions, brought in 
Sweden's Bo Johansson to 


midfield- skills were- -so - replace Richard Moller- 
*bften judged* irrelevaBt-.to Nielsen after a disappoint- 


England’s playing require- 
ments, takes over from 
Terry Venables who has left 
to clear his name in a court 
case with his former club 
employers Tottenham. 

England rediscovered 
confidence and form in the 
European Championships 
in June when they were 
unlucky to lose to eventual 
winners Germany in the 
semifinals. 

They play their first com- 
petitive match outside Eng- 
land for three years when 
they tackle European min- 
nows Moldova on Sunday. 

Bulgaria's decision to 
sack Dimitar Penev has 
cost them Hristo Stoichkov. 
Their leading scorer pulled 
out of Bulgaria's squad for 
a qualifying match in Israel 
on Sunday. 

New manager Hristo 
Bonev appealed unsuccess- 
fully to Stoichkov, who has 
returned to Barcelona after 
a poor spell with Parma in 
Italy. 

Portugal, who flattered to 
deceive in Euro 96. have 
called Artur Jorge back 
from Switzerland to instil 
some defensive discipline 
after unloading coach Anto- 
nio Oliveira. 

The Portuguese open 
their campaign in Erevan 
against Armenia, whcfee 
only international triumph 
was a 2-1 win over macedo- 
nia in a European Champi- 
onship qualifier last Sep- 
tember. 

Switzerland replaced 
Jorge, an unpopular succes- 
sor to Englishman Roy 
Hodgson, with Rolf 
Fringer, the Austrian who 
had been coaching Stuttgart 
iti the German Bundesliga. 

Fringer, a year older than 
Hoddle, takes Switzerland 
to Baku to play Azerbaijan 


ing Euro 96. They take their 
first step towards 1998 
against Slovenia at Ljubl- 
jana. 

Moller-Nielsen takes Fin- 
land to Budapest to tackle 
Hungary Mick McCarthy 
has a difficult job filling in 
for big Jack Charlton as the 
republic of Ireland’s man- 
ager. 

The Irish, who have won 
only one of eight friendlies 
since McCarthy took over 
in March, must bury the 
ghost of last year's humili- 
ating draw against Liecht- 
enstein whose part-timers 
took their first-ever point in 
international combat with a 
goalless draw against the 
Irish 14 months ago. 

Bosnia, who play their 
first ever competitive 
international, are likely to 
find themselves carved up 
by Greece, who along with 
Croatia are expected to 
qualify from their group. 

Europe will provide 15 of 
the 32 finalists in France in 
1998. 

Eleven of them will be 
filled by France, the nine 
group winners and the best 
runner-up. 

The other eight runners- 
up play off on a knock-out 
basis for the remaining four 
places. 

Argentina, who have won 
only one of their first three 
matches in the South Amer- 
ican qualifying competi- 
tion, play their first match 
since losing the Olympic 
final to Nigeria when they 
take on Paraguay. 

Colombia who have woo 
two and drawn one, play 
Chile while Bolivia should 
again take advantage of 
playing in the thin-air of La 
Paz when they face Peru. 


World Cup qualifying 
matches this weekend 

Saturday 

Europe 

Group 3: Azerbaijan v 
Switzerland 

Group 4; Austria v Scot- 
land, Belarus v Estonia . 

-Group- 6: Faroe -Island v 
Slovakia, 

Group 7: Belgium v 
Turkey, Wales v San Mari- 
no 

Group 8: Liechtenstein v 
Ireland, Romania v Lithua- 
nia 

Group 9: Northern Ire- 
land v Ukraine, Armenia v 
Portugal 

Sunday 

Concacaf 

Group 1: Trinidad v Costa 
Rica 

South Americ a: 

Argentina v Paraguay, 
Colombia v Chile, Ecuador 
v Venezuela, Bolivia v Peru 

Europe 

Group 1: Greece v Bosnia 
Herzegegovina, Slovenia v 
Denmark 

Group 2: Moldova v Eng- 
land 

Group 3: Hungary v Fin- 
land 

Group 4: Latvia v Swe- 
den 

Group 5: Israel v Bulgar- 
ia, Russia v Cyprus 


Recordman Boardman 
stars as Aussies win again 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Britain’s Chris Boardman 
shattered his one-day-old 
world 4,000 metres individ- 
ual pursuit record here at 
the World Track Cycling 
Championships on Thurs- 
day as he regained his title. 

Australia had another 
good day as they won their 
second gold medal, in the 
team Olympic sprint beat- 
ing former champions Ger- 
many — their fourth medal 
in all. 

Local hero Boardman 
took over two seconds off 
the record he established in 
Wednesday's first round as 
he destroyed Italy's 
Olympic champion Andrea 
Collinelli in the final. 

Boardman clocked an 
amazing 4:11.114 seconds 
as he beat the former world 
record-holder by the mas- 
sive margin of over nine 
seconds. 

“I’m shocked and can't 
believe it, pursuit racing 
has entered a completely 
new era. When the world 
record was four minutes 19 
seconds we thought 4:15 
was feasible." Boardman, 
who was 28 on Monday, 
said. 

“But 1 am excited about 
the victory, though I am not 
the kind of guy who jumps 
up and down. Sometimes I 
feel cheated I do not get 
that euphoric experience.” 
he added. 

Collinelli, who inherited 
the Olympic crown in 
atlanta which Boardman 
did not defend, simply had 
no answer to the power of 
his rival. 

Both men were using the 
arms fully outstretched 
"superman’* style invented 
by former British world 
champion Graeme Obree 
that Boardman only adopt- 
ed in training last week. 

"We have found a posi- 
tion so aerodynamic it has 
revolutionized the world of 
cycling. We have only been 
using’it fbT a' week,” BtthTd- 
man,‘ ’ Olytnpic time-trial 
bronze medallist, said. 

“I am getting more used 
to the position, but I still 
have reservations on safety 
grounds ” Boardman 
added. 

The 28 -year-old, who 
sliced six seconds oft 
Collinelli’s world record on 
Wednesday, extended 
Britain’s w inning run in the 
pursuit to four years as he 
regained the title he won in 
1994 in Sicily. 

Obree had won on the 
two other occasions. 

As in his three previous 
rounds, Boardman gave the 
advantage to his opponent 
in the early stages as he 
fully cranked up to the 
higher gear he uses. 

The Italian built up a lead 
of over one and a half sec- 
onds by the time they 
reached the 1500 metre 
point and was still hanging 
on as they went through the 
midway point in world 
record breaking time. 


But the advantage soon 
came tumbling down and in 
the space of a few laps 
Boardman had built up a 
title winning lead to the 
delight of the 3,000 sell-out 
crowd at the home of 
British cycling. 

They were able to cheer 
him on to the new world 
record as he easily smashed 
the time of 4:13.353 he set 
on Wednesday. 

In his four races over the 
past two days boardman 
has clocked the four fastest 
times in history. 

He has taken the pursuit 
event onto a higher plain 
that will test even the pow- 
ers of Obree who missed 
these championships 
because he is still feeling 
the effect of the viral prob- 
lems that wrecked his 
Olympic challenge. 

Boardman’s next goal 
will be to return to Man- 
chester a week on Friday 
where the coveted world 
hour record — cycling’s 
blue ribbon event — should 
surely fall to him once 
again. 

Frenchman Francis 

Moreau took the bronze 
medal after clocking the 
fastest time of the two beat- 
en semi-finalists. Moreau 
announced earlier that he 
was quitting Boardman's 
Gan team at the end of the 
season to ride for a new 
French team Cofidis. 

Australia’s men's 

Olympic Sprint World title 
team confirmed their domi- 
nance of the event by beat- 
ing Germany easily. 

The Australian team of 
Darryn Hill, Gary Nei- 
wand, silver medallist in 
r ‘the' ,, Keiriii ’6n 'Wednesday 
' and' worfd kilometre tuhe^ 
trial champion Shane Kelly 
brought Australia home, in 
44.804 seconds, ahead of 
defending champions Ger- 
many. who clocked 45.455 
seconds. 

Hill, who defends his 
world sprint title on Friday, 
led off followed by the 
experienced Neiwand, who 
could challenge Hill 
strongly for his title, and 
Kelly banished all thoughts 
of his disastrous Olympic 
games, where his foot 
slipped off the pedal right 
at foe start of foe kilometre 
time-trial, by leading foe 
team home. 

Germany’s veteran for- 
mer triple world champion 
Michael Hubner collected a 
farewell silver medal from 
foe event. 

France defeated Greece to 
take foe bronze medal. 


Bruno quits ring 


LONDON (R) — Former 
world heavyweight boxing 
champion Frank Bruno 
reluctantly quit foe ring on 
Friday after an eye special- 
ist told him a single punch 
could leave him blind. 

Bruno, 34, who lost his 
World Boxing Council 
(WBC) crown to Mike 
Tyson in March, said he 
was in shock over foe 
forced retirement. 

“I never wanted to end 
like this but at foe end of 
foe day I'm glad I had a 
good innings” said Bruno, 
who was only foe third 
Briton to hold a world 
heavyweight title. 

Bruno, who won 40 of his 
45 career fights, had been 
back in training and was 
hoping to have another shot 
at the title he won last Sep- 
tember, then lost on his first 
defence. 

But Professor David 
McLeod, one of foe world's 
leading eye specialists, dis- 
covered a problem with 
Bruno's right eye during a 
routine examination earlier 
this week. 

“There is a risk he could 
be blinded in foe eye if he 
sreps into foe ring again. He 
is in danger of getting a 
retinal detachment and 
there is no point in expos- 
ing himself to that,” 
McLeod told foe Sun news- 
paper. 

Bruno, one of Britain’s 
best-loved sports personali- 


ties, said he suddenly 
realised a huge part of his 
life was over. 

"I dreamed of winning 
another world title for 
Britain. But my eyesight 
has to be more important 
than my dreams,” said 
Bruno, who has had a histo- 
ry of eye problems. 

”Big Frank” lost three 
world title fights before 
finally landing foe crown 
by beating American Oliver 
McCall in a unanimous 
points decision at Wemblev 
in September 1995. 

London-born Bruno 
worked as a labourer on a 
building site before taking 
up amateur boxing. He 
turned professional in 
1982. 

A big heart and a power- 
ful punch made up for a 
limited technique and he 
climbed up foe rankings to 
make the first challenge for 
the world title against Tim 
Witherspoon in 1989. 

A second unsuccessful 
attempt against Tyson fol- 
lowed in 1990 and fellow 
Briton Lennox Lewis 
stopped him again in Octo- 
ber 1993, before his night 
of glory against McCall. 

Alongside his ring career, 
Bruno became a television 
personality and an improb- 
able star in Christmas pan- 
tomimes. 

Frank Warren, Bruno's 
promoter, said foe British 
Boxing Board of Control 


was aware of foe ex -cham- 
pion's sight problems and 
would probably have pre- 
vented him from fighting 
again in any case. 

“I don't rhink foe board 
would have allowed Frank 
to box based upon a report I 
have heard concerning his 
eyes.” Warren told BBC 
radio. 

“This may sound wicked 
but I think it is a blessing in 
disguise. Frank has had a 
tremendously successful 
career, achieved his dream 
in winning the world title 
and I think it was time for 
him to hang up his gloves," 
Warren said. 

He said Bruno’s fans 
would be relieved that he 
wax quitting. “I'm sure he 
would have loved to contin- 
ue boxing but it would have 
been a hard road back to 
have got himself into a 
position to fight for foe 
world title again.” 

In his title defence against 
American Tyson in Las 
Vegas, Bruno suffered a cut 
eye in the opening round 
and crumbled under a flurry 
of punches before the refer- 
ee stopped foe fight in foe 
third. 

"He had true British grit. 
He challenged for foe world 
title four times, kepi trying 
and trying and eventually 
his dream was fulfilled. 
Nobody can take that away 
from him," Warren said. 


Colombia forced to look to new players 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Colombia, whose national 
team has seen few changes 
for the best part of a 
decade, have been forced to 
draft in new players for 
Sunday's World Cup quali- 
fier at home to Chile. 

Midfielders Freddy Rin- 
con and Leonel Alvarez, 
two of the team’s most 
familiar faceSvubave accu- 
mulated twft ygljqw cards, 
forcing coach Heman Dario 
Gomez to look for new 
blood. 

Gomez, formerly assis- 
tant to Francisco Maturana, 
has so far refused to revamp 
foe side which was elimi- 
nated in foe first round of 
the last World Cup after a 
humiliating defeat to foe 
United States. 

Colombia, who will again 
be captained by the familiar 
figure of Carlos Valderra- 
ma, top the South American 
World Cup qualifying 
group with two wins and a 
draw in three games. 

However, several key 
players are well into their 
30s and could be over foe 
hill when foe 1998 finals 
come around while their 
replacements will be des- 
perately short of 
international experience. 

Harold Lozano, who has 
been waiting in foe wings 
since the World Cup. and 
Luis Quinonez are expected 
to replace foe two stalwarts 


with Faustino Asprilla lead- 
ing the attack in the steamy 
Caribbean port of Barran- 
quilla. 

Chile, who last reached 
foe finals in 1982, will be 
buoyed by a 4- 1 home win 
over Ecuador in their last 
match. 

In Buenos Aires. Argenti- 
na striker Gabriel Batistuta 
will have a chance to break 
Diego * ‘ Maradona’s 
international goal-scoring 
record in a match against 
Paraguay, who surprisingly 
beat Uruguay away in their 
last outing. 

Batistuta is currently level 
with Maradona's total of 34 
goals for Argentina but 
coach Daniel Passarella is 
unlikely to worry who 
scores goals after foe last 
two results — a defeat 
away to Ecuador and a 
draw away to Peru. 


Argentina are fourth with 
four points, behind Chile 
on goal difference. 

Passarella has become 
increasingly upset over foe 
fixture list, in which the nine 
South American countries 
play each other twice, com- 
plaining that his foreign- 
based players do not spend 
enough time with the squad. 

Batistuta’s usual striking 
partner Abel Balbo is ; sus- 
‘ pended 'dfte^Tfeing serft off 
againsi Peru. 

A tense atmosphere is 
expected on Sunday after 
Paraguayan officials said 
they suspected there had 
been deliberate attempts to 
injure Paraguayan interna- 
tionals who play in foe 
Argentine championship. 

Peru, who have only two 
points from three games, 
make foe dreaded trip to La 
Paz. 




COLOR SUDE PROCESSING 

+ Reliable, dean, scratch-free processing 
of color slides by professional photographer. 

* Call 641 559 for more information. 


FOR SALE 


JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE Ltd. 
Modle 1994. FULL OPTION 
LOW MILAGE , CUSTOMS UN PAID 


FOR WORE INFO. PLEASE CONTACT MR. FAISAL ISMAIL 
TEL No. S 0 1791 


DEUTSCHER 

ERGAENZUNGSUNTERRICHT 

im Goethe - Institut 
Anmeldung fuer 1996/97 
Mo., 02.09.1996 von 17-18 Uhr 
im Garten des Goethe-fnstftuts 
Unterrichtsbeginn 
Do., 05.09.1996 um 16 Uhr 
R. Hanafieh Tel.: 81 8653 ab 16 Uhr 



MARHABA MAGAZINE 


( Jonhtn Leading I <mrist \ht“ci:inc / 


HAS AN OPENING FOR 
AN ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
Interested In Tourism • Outgoing 
Persistent • Ambitious 

Self Motivated • Fluent English 

Female / Male • Car Is An Asset 


Apply in person at A!-Faris Building, 3rd floor 
Near Cinema Concord - Tel. 689669 


furnished apartment in 

WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of tnree 
bedrooms, guest room, living room, veranda, independent 
central heating, telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen 
and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel: 665711, 664256 


REQUIRED 

Presentable female to manage a jewelry shop in 
Shmeisani 

• Applicants must be fluent in English, have good 
general appearance and the ability to deal with 
customers. 

• Salary (according to experience and skills) plus 
commission on sales. 

• Interested applicants can call 685025 or 685026 
daily between 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 4 to 7 p.m. 




mmCTLY FROM OWNER 

400 M2 DUPLEX IN 
SCHMESSANY WESTERN 
ORIENTATION. 

Special indoors - outdoors facilities 

Tel: 686113 - 686114 


LUXURY FURNISHED 

1 bedroom, rooftop apartment to let, 70 sq.m. 
80 sq.m, terrace plus Jacuzzi. Shmeisani 
near the Speciality Hospital and Safeway. 
Tel: 677473, 079 37392 


OPEN NOW 
Golden Dragon 

Chinese Restaurant 

Be our guest and enjoy 
the best of Chinese food 
Open lunch and dinner 
(7) days a week 
Chen Der Hsiong 
Abdoun/near Orthodox Club Circle, 
Jordan Supermarket Building. Tel.: 829362 


Employment Opportunity 


Marketing Representative ( Female ) 

Owning a car is a must 

2 years experience. 

Good command of English written & Spoken. 
Secretary ( Female ) 

Good command of English & Arabic. 

3 years experience in secretarial Office work. 

| Good knowledge in Computer ( Windows & Excel ). _ 
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MINIMUM ill PI‘MU »i*KM Hill MM. 

1.11UKM11M ii’MifrKN man I OR' IK 


To AH Consultants Participating In 
Central Tender No. 139/96 

Study, Design and Preparation of Tender Documents 
for the Construction of a New Industrial Jetty at 

Wadi Two in Aqaba 

1- A site visit will commence from the Port Corpora- 
tion in Aqaba at 9:00 a.m. local time on September 
9th, 1996. The deadline for inquiries regarding the 
tender shall be on September 12th, 1996. 

Chairman of the Central Committee 
Director General 
Eng. Naser Madadha 













i2 News 

King visits Madaba, says 
Jordan will successfully 
confront all challenges 


Jordan Times, Saturday, August 31, 1996 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
urged Jordanians to pool 
their efforts towards build- 
ing the state of institutions 
and said that he was “confi- 
dent that the Kingdom will 
soon witness the birth of a 
new dawn and a promising 
future.*' 

Addressing a cheering 
crowd of several thousand 
during a visit to Madaba 
Govemorate on Thursday, 
the King said: “It has been 
Jordan’s destiny to confront 
continued challenges and 
difficult situations but it has 
been able to overcome hard- 
ships, thanks to the efforts 
of its people and their deter- 
mination to pursue the path 
of construction.” 

Jordan, “continues to 
serve as a model for others 
in terms of democratic rule 
and in its people’s participa- 
tion in decision-making,” he 
said. 

Thousands of people from 


the Madaba Govemorate 
gathered at the rally to meet 
die King, cheered and per- 
formed traditional dances. 
They were led by 
Parliament members from 
the Madaba area, represen- 
tatives of local organisa- 
tions and other prominent 
figures. 

“We must serve as an 
example to others in terms 
of loyalty to the nation, 
determination to continue 
the endeavours for con- 
struction and serving the 
future generations,” King 
Hussein told the crowd. 

The King said he took 
pride in belonging to the 
Jordanian people and 
expressed affection to the 
people of Madaba 
Govemorate. “There is no 
discrimination among com- 
munities and factions and 
where everyone belongs to 
the common march for the 
achievement of the common 
goals," he said. 


“It is the duty of the 
Jordanian people to protect 
their country’s achieve- 
ments and to remain toler- 
ant and working loyally to 
serve their nation,” he 
added. 

King Hussein, who was 
accompanied on the visit by 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah, Prince 
Faisal, Prince Hamzeh and 
Prince Hashem along with 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Ben Zeid, Royal 
Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh and other offi- 
cials, was met by Cabinet 
ministers, the Madaba gov- 
ernor. beads of tribes and 
representatives of public 
and private sectors. 

In a speech delivered at 
the rally, Madaba Deputy 
Samih A1 Farah reaffirmed 
his district's allegiance to 
the Hashemite Throne and 
expressed support for the 
government’s endeavours to 
cany out economic reform. 


Deputy Farah also 
denounced recent acts of 
rioting and sabotage against 
public and private property. 

Jamal Rawahneh from 
Bani Hamideh tribe con- 
demned the riots as an 
attempt to cause splits 
among Jordanian ranks. He 
said that those behind the 
unrest were trying to sow 
“the seeds of doubt and 
sedition in the local com- 
munity and create chaos 
that would only serve the 
enemies." 

Mrs. Nawal Faouri, who 
represents the women 
unions in Madaba 
Govemorate, reviewed the 
achievements of the 
Jordanian women unions 
under King Hussein’s reign 
and pledged continued 
efforts to build the country's 
institutions and protect its 
achievements. 





* vj 


A young girl breaks free from the lines of thousands of waving Jordanians crowded 
along the streets of Madaba to greet His Majesty King Hussein during his visit to the 
town on Thursday (Reuters photo) 


New life for fragile peace process 
but tough part is round the corner 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(.AFP) — A resumption of 
Israeli-Palestinian talks has 
breathed new life into the 
peace process but Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu so far remains 
unwilling to take the tough 
steps needed for real 
progress with either the 
Palestinians or Syria, aides 
and analysts said Friday. 

The fragility of the peace 
process was highlighted 
when a Palestinian 
spokesman said lengthy 
talks Thursday night 
between Mr. Netanyahu's 
top foreign policy adviser 
and the deputy to 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat yielded “nothing 
serious" and “confirmed the 
Israeli policy of stalling.” 

Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Netanyahu broke with three 
months of inaction and 
agreed to resume fully- 
fledged negotiations on 
implementing the Oslo 
autonomy accords signed 
with the Palestinians by the 
previous Labour govern- 
ment in 1995. 

But the decision came 
only after Mr. Arafat aban- 
doned a low-key three- 
month effort to entice Israel 
back to the talks by calling 
the first mass protests since 
the end of the intifada and 
the start of the autonomy 
process in 1993. 

His call for a general 
strike which was widely fol- 


lowed in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories and for a mass 
prayer service Friday in 
East Jerusalem drew the 
expected warnings from Mr. 
Netanyahu against “radical 
statements and actions,” but 
it also prompted the Israeli 
leader into action. 

At a hastily arranged 
meeting Thursday between 
the main Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators, the 
two sides agreed to resume 
full political negotiations 
from next week. 

The two men avoided 
broaching any of the key 
outstanding issues — 
notably Israel's delayed 
withdrawal from Hebron 
which is the most flagrant 
Israeli failure to comply 
with the Oslo accord or a 
possible Arafat-Netanyahu 
meeting. 

The renewed contacts 
were nevertheless wel- 
comed by a broad range of 
Israelis. 

“Paradoxically the pres- 
sures the Palestinians have 
put on us are the only thing 
making Israeli diplomacy 
budge,” a senior foreign 
ministry official closely 
involved in the peace 
process told AFP. 

“This was a very good 
week for peace, because 
everything began again, 
despite the rhetoric from 
both sides,” he said on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

But the depth of Mr. 


% 


Netanyahu’s turnaround 
was quickly put in question 
by the results of the 
Thursday . night meeting 
between his policy adviser 
Done Gold and Mahmoud 
Abbas, Mr. Arafat's deputy. 

Palestinian officials had 
hoped those private talks 
would yield agreement on a 
first direct meeting between 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu. which the 
Palestinians see as the onl 
real proof the new Israe 
leader is serious about 
peace. 

But Hanan Asfour, head of 
the Palestinian negotiations 
department, said the meet- 
ing had simply “confirmed 
the Israeli policy of 
stalling.” 

“There was no result and 
nothing serious happened” 
at the meeting, he cold AFP. 

Close associates say Mr. 
Netanyahu openly acknowl- 
edges that his deep family 
roots in the Zionist move- 
ment and his visceral com- 
mitment to battling 
Palestinians since his own 
brother was killed in a 197 9 
Palestinian hijacking have 
made it difficult for him to 
move on key aspects of the 
peace process. 

“Meeting with Mr. Arafat 
is not just a political act or a 
question of signing papers 
but it's a reconciliation with 
Israel's toughest enemy, the 
murderer of my brother, and 
that represents a sea change 


for me,” one associate quot- 
ed Mr. Netanyahu as saying 
earlier this week. 

He also speaks openly of 
his difficulty in ordering 
Israel’s withdrawal from 
Hebron, which he calls “the 
cradle of Jewish civiliza- 
tion.” 

The Israeli-Syrian peace 
track, meanwhile, also 
appears mired in its deepest 
impasse since the start of 
the peace process. 

An attempt by Mr. 
Netanyahu this week to 
revive the stalled negotia- 
tions via a U.S. intermedi- 
ary without agreeing to 
yield any of the Golan 
Heights which Israel seized 
from Syria in 1967 fell flat. 

U.S. Senator Aden 
Specter ended a three-day 
shuttle mission Thursday 
admitting that “both sides 
are not ready to sit together 
because there are too many 
preconditions on each side." 

The impasse coincided 
with a series of Syrian troop 
movements in Lebanon 
which experts described as 
the most significant since 
the two sides first met at the 
conference in 1991. 

But the senior foreign 
ministry official insists that 
the right-wing Israeli leader 
will eventually yield to the 
peace process realities. 

“Netanyahu will continue 
to play the game, it's just 
that the pace of negotiations 
will be very slow,” he said. 


More clues point to 
bomb blast on TWA 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Officials investigating the 
blast aboard TWA Right 
800 have come up with 
more clues suggesting a 
bomb was "smuggled 
aboard the doomed 
Boeing 747, the New York 
Times reported Friday. 

Nonetheless, investiga- 
tors emphasised that they 
still lack enough evidence 
to say with certainty that a 
bomb blew up the plane 
on July 17, the newspaper 
said, quoting anonymous 
sources. 

“We just don't have that 
one piece yet the one 
piece that would let you 
to call it a bomb,” an 
explosives expert said. 
“We're real close. We're 
just not there yet.” 

A computer simulation 
of the blast, using data 
from the cockpit voice 
recorder as well as data 
culled from bits of recov- 
ered debris, allowed 
investigators to say that 
the blast occurred on the 
right side of the jet, 
between rows 20 and 27, 
and above and ahead of 
the wing — that is, just 
above the plane’s centre 
fuel tank. 


Investigators also say 
the backs of several seats 
in row 23 contain fist- 
sized holes, according to 
the article. That part or the 
plane is the same place 
they found traces of the 
explosive PETN. 

The National 

Transportation Safety 
Board, which is oversee- 
ing the investigation, 
declined to comment on 
the newspaper reports. 

The anonymous sources 
said they could not rule 
out the possibility of a 
missile having downed 
the plane because it coaid 
have done the same dam- 
age as a bomb. 

In at least two previous 
cases, bombs in me same 
area have triggered dead- 
ly plane explosions. 
Strategically placed over a 
fuel tank, such small 
bombs can cause massive 
damage by igniting fuel 
vapours. That was the 
case in 1989, when a 
bomb brought down an 
Avianca jet above 
Bogota. In 1994, 


a simi- 


larly placed bomb aboard 
a Philippine airlines jet en 
route to Tokyo killed a 
Japanese passenger. 


Bosnia municipal election 
could come in November 


SARAJEVO (R) — 

Bosnian municipal elec- 
tions postponed from their 
scheduled date of SepLl4 
could be held as soon as 
November. the 

Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) said on Friday. 

“Ambassador Frowick 
said in Vienna. ..that we 
would try to hold elections 
as soon as possible and he 
mentioned the dates of 
November 10 and 17 as 
possibilities,” OSCE 
spokesman Tom Leary told 
Reuters in Sarajevo. 

“No final decision has 
been made and it is not cer- 
tain whether it would be 
technically feasible in terms 
of logistics to do it by 
November." 

The OSCE is charged 
with supervising the elec- 
tions under a mandate pro- 
vided by the Dayton peace 
agreement. Robert Frowick 
heads the organisation's 
mission in Bosnia. 

The municipal elections 
were postponed because of 
serious Serb voter registra- 
tion irregularities, among a 
host of other problems. 

Voting for higher offices 
including a national house 
of representatives and a 


three-man collective presi- 
dency will still be held on 
Sept. 14 as originaly 
planned. 

Diplomatic sources in 
Bosnia said on Friday the 
pressure to move forward 
with municipal elections in 
November is both practical 
and political. 

Earlier, the OSCE said it 
was considering bolding 
them as late as spring 1997. 

But the international com- 
munity worries that it 
would be hard to keep the 
military and civilian per- 
sonnel necessary to run 
municipal elections in the 
field until next year. 

"Armies can order their 
people to stay but there are 
a lot of diplomats and 
bureaucrats here from all 
over the world who have 
had their fill of Bosnia and 
are keen to get back to their 
families.” said an election 
worker who asked not to be 
named. 

On the political side, the 
U.S. administration of 
President Bill Ginton is 
said to be worried about a 
possible backlash over the 
need to keep U.S. troops in 
Bosnia into 1997 just to 
support the municipal elec- 
tions. 


Israel says 
soldier 
killed in 
Lebanon 


TEL AVTV (R) — The Israeli 
army said Friday that an 
Israeli soldier was killed on 
Thursday in a clash with 
guerrillas in Israel’s occupa- 
tion zone in South Lebanon. 

“An army force on opera- 
tions encountered a gang of 
terrorists. In the exchange of 
fire ... an Israeli soldier was 
killed. 

During the clash Hizbollah 
terrorists fired mortars at an 
array position in the Western 
sector of the security zone 
and at a village in the zone," 
an army statement said. 

No Israeli was wounded in 
the clash, the army said. A 
military official said two 
Lebanese civilians were 

wounded in die village. 

“Prom Hizbollah fire 

directed at Shihin village, two 
civilians from South Lebanon 
were wounded. The Israeli 
army returned fire toward the 
sources. The shooting into a 
civilian village is another 
violation of the understand- 
ings,” the official said 

U.S. -brokered understand- 
ings that ended an Israeli blitz 
on South Lebanon against 
Hizbollah guerrillas in April 
forbid either side from hitting 
civilians. 


Posuvalyuk in Baghdad 
to boost bilateral relations 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Viktor Posuvalyuk arrived here Friday. Russian embassy 
sources in the Iraqi capital said 
An embassy official here would not give any further 
information about the visit but in Moscow, a foreign ministry 
spokesman said Thursday that the trip was intended to give a 
boost to Iraqi-Russian relations ahead of die moderating of the 
oil embargo imposed on Iraq in August 1990. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk was to discuss with Iraqi leaders “the partic- 
ipation of Russian companies in implementing U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 986” permitting limited exports of Iraqi 
crude oiL the spokesman said. 

The oU-for-food agreement between Iraq and the Linked 
Nations, concluded in May. allows Baghdad to sell up to $2 
billion in crude every six months to buy food and medicine. 

The deputy foreign minister was accompanied by officials 
from Russia’s ministry of oil and energy and Russian oil com- 
panies. 

Two senior diplomats in Baghdad said the accord will not be 
implemented before mid-October, and the coordinator of U.N. 
humanitarian activities in Iraq. Guaitiero Fulcheri, said it would 
take time to set up the arrangements for implementing 986. 

Canadians seek business 

A delegation representing Canadian oil and financial-ser- 
vices firms arrived here Friday y to explore business possibili- 
tiesin Iraq. 

The delegation includes representatives from oil-and-gas firm 
Novacor and Ranger Oil, dnlling-and-oil equipment company 
Dreco, the agra construction firm, the printer Canadian 
Banknotes and financial-services company Price Waterhouse- 
Canada. 

’We will explore future cooperation and make offers under 
the provision that the embargo is lifted," said delegation head 
Gabriel Khayatt. who chairs die Mississauga ( Ontario > board of 
trade, “we hope the embargo will be lifted,” he added. 

The 20 delegates brought an ambulance as a gift to the Iraqi 
Ministry of Health. They are the second Canadian business 
group to visit Baghdad this week. 

Foreign businessmen have been turning up frequently in 
Baghdad since Iraq signed the “oil-for-food” deal with the 
United Nations. 


U.S. tries to push PUK-KDP peace 
after brokering truce in north Iraq 


LONDON (AFP) — U.S. 
mediator Robert Deutsch 
was meeting here Friday 
with representatives of two 
rival Kurdish factions and an 
Iraqi opposition group to 
consolidate a ceasefire in 
northern Iraq. 

The U.S. embassy said Mr. 
Deutsch, director of Iranian 
and Iraqi affairs at the State 
Department, was holding 
talks at the embassy with 
leaders of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) and 
the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). 

The two groups foughr 
each other for 12 days, leav- 
ing hundreds dead, until the 
United States stepped in to 
broker a ceasefire that went 
into force on Wednesday. 

The Iraqi National 
Congress (INC), an Iraqi 
opposition umbrella group, 
was also to participate in the 
talks, the time and venue of 
which were not disclosed. 

An INC spokesman here 
said the PUK delegation was 
led by Latif Rashid, the KDP 
by Hoshyar Zebari and 
Mohsin Dizayee. and the 
INC by the president of its 
executive council, Ahmad 
Chalabi. 

The spokesman said the 
meetings would extend into 
the weekend and would con- 
clude with a final joint state- 
ment. 


The INC includes Arab 
and Kurdish groups and has 
in the past monitored truces 
between the rival Kurdish 
factions. 

A U.S. State Department 
spokesman said the meetings 
would focus on measures 
“to develop monitoring 
arrangements to strengthen 
the ceasefire." 

A separate peace confer- 
ence to be chaired by the 
assistant secretary of state 
for Near East affairs, Robert 
Pelietreau. who brokered the 
latest ceasefire, will be held 
at a later dare, U.S. officials 
said. 

The PUK and KDP have 
jointly controlled northern 
Iraq in defiance of Baghdad 
since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war, but have been 
locked in a bloody struggle- 
over power and custom rev- 
enues since May 1994 in 
which more than LOGO peo- 
ple have died 

Mr. Deutsch mediated a 
preliminary peace accord 
between the same two fac- 
tions in Drogheda, Ireland, a 
year ago, but there was never 
a final binding agreement. 

“And of course in the 
absence of a firm accord 
there was continued tension, 
and things got worse and 
worse over the year,” said an 
INC source. 

At that time, the two sides 


pledged to maintain and 
make permanent a ceasefire, 
to demilitarise the city of 
Erbil, the PLK-controlJed 
Kurdistan capital, and to 
agree on collection and dis- 
tribution of border tariffs. 

They also agreed to cease 
sniping at one another in the 
media, to respect the rights 
of one another’s followers 
and to release all detainees 
held during hostilities, 
according to a joint declara- 
tion at the time. 

Mr. Deutsch said after die 
Drogheda meeting they had 
achieved “a series of confi- 
dence-building measures and 
a statement of principles," 
indicating progress and will- 
ingness to find a solution." 

The PUK and KDP also 
agreed in Drogheda to form a 
“neutral commission" under 
INC auspices, and to reacti- 
vate the Kurdish parliament 
whose seat had been in Erbil. 

Turkey, which signed the 
Drogheda accord, said it was 
satisfied, and “gratified to 
see that all the parties recog- 
nise openly the legitimate 
security concerns of Turkey” 

Turkey has been keen for 
an agreement between the 
KDP and PUK so that the 
northern Iraq region can be 
better controlled to stop 
Ankara's own Ktmiish rebels 
from grouping there. 
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Baker produces 
canned bread 

TOKYO (AFP) — A 
Japanese baker, seeking t 0 
to help survivors of the 
Kobe earthquake, has come 
up with canned bread that 
remains edible for more 
than a year. The idea came 
to Yoshihiko Akimoto, 43, 
after last year's quake, 
when he regretted that# 
fresh bread he donated to 
survivors could not keep 

very long. "I guarantee that 

this bread is very tasty." 
Mr. Akimoto. owner of the 
Akimoto Bakery in 
Koroiso. 150 kilometres 
northwest of Tokyo, told 
AFP Friday. “Four months 
of taste tests show that." 
The baker has refused to 
release the recipe for his 
“Kan Kan Buredo" which 
he intends to license to one 
of the major commercial 
bakeries who have already 
been in contact. The 
canned bread has been on 
sale in Akimoto’s bakery 
and a few local supermar- 
kets since July. It costs 300 
yen (S2.S) for a 100- 
gramme (3.5-ounce) can. 
While it cannot compete 
with a crusty baguette just 
out of the ovenT Akimoto! 
says his canned raisin 
bread is far superior to dry 
biscuits found in military 
rations. 

Barbie doll bandits 
collared in 
Philadelphia 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
Three security guards were 
arrested and charged with 
stealing 42 Barbie dolls. 
Police arrested the guards 
after scrutinising security 
videotapes taken at the Fao 
Schwarz Toy Store in the 
King of Prussia shopping 
mall. Police Lieutenant 
Robert Deuber said. 
Searches recovered the 
dolls, which were worth 
more than 52,000 at retail 
prices, as well as other 
merchandise, he said. Lr. 
Deuber added that the 
demand for Barbie dolls 
was high enough to com-* 
mand a price close to retail. ' 
“If there's a market out 
there, I guess somebody 
will try to fill it.” 

China labourers 
feast on swan 
eggs 

BEIJING IR) — 
Construction workers 

building a road through 
marshland in China’s 
northwestern Qinghai 

province have been feast- 
ing on the eggs of several 
endangered species of wild 
birds, the China Youth 
Daily said. In May and 
June every year, labourers 
wade through marshland in 
Maduo county, loading 
hand-held tractors with the 
eggs of swans, grey cranes, 
wild geese and other 
endangered species, which 
they fry up for dinner, the 
newspaper said. The 
marshland, near the source 
of the Yellow River, is a 
breeding ground for over 
30 types of waterfowl- 
Swans and grey cranes are^ 
protected species in China 
but most people consider it 
acceptable to eat their eggs, 
it said. 

Chinese scientists 
probe topsy-turvey 
spring 

BEUING (AFP) — A 
Chinese spring that freezes 
m summer and steams in 
winter is attracting floods 
of scientists, meteorolo- 
gists and curious tourists, 
China s official news 
. reported 

Wednesday. The spring, in 
central China’s Henan 
province, begins to freeze 
in March. Xinhua said, and 
several weeks later an area 
of more than 600 square 
metres is covered by a 
thick layer of ice. As the f 
temperature drops in mid- 
autumn the ice begins to 
melt and by winter the area 
around the spring feels 
warm. “Scientists have 
wren trying to explain the 
phenomenon, but to no 
avail,. Xinhua said. 



